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Dry Thursdays Accompany New Late-Night Programs
MATT LONGOBARDI ’ 10/The Cowl
Bartenders Maggie Cadigan ’ll and Kyle Heaney ’ll hold empty beer mugs that will remain empty on Thursday nights at 
McPhail’s in accordance with new policies. Instead, non-alcoholic programs, sponsored by the SAIL Office and the Office of 
the Dean of Students, will be held in the pub.
Students Defend Democratic and Republican Ideals 
in Mock Political Debate
by Lauren Ballback ’ll
News Staff
The kickoff might have been at 8:30 
m., but students arrived to McPhail’sP
POLITICS
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Oct. 27. The draw was 
not the football game but 
rather the mock debate
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sponsored by Pi Sigma Alpha, PC 
Democrats, the Debate Team, the 
Department of Political Science, and 
Student Congress.
“I came to a lot of political-related 
events on campus last year, and the 
turnout was very low,” said Danielle 
Turcotte ’ll. “I feel the high turnout 
tonight has a lot to do with the press of
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this election, and it’s reflective of how 
popular the election is with students 
this year.”
Kenneth Woodland ’11 also attributed the 
crowd to this year’s presidential contest.
“I think it’s because the outcome of 
the 2008 election is important to stu­
dents on campus, because for many it’s 
the first time they can vote,” said 
Woodland. “We want to make sure that 
we make a decision that puts the coun­
try’s best foot forward.”
Ryan Holt ’09, a participant in the 
debate, said he hoped that it was an 
informative event.
“Hopefully people hadn’t made up 
their mind on the election,” said Holt. 
“[That they came because] they wanted 
to hear a better argument here than 
they would on CNN. . .They wanted to 
hear it from their peers.”
The setup of the debate tonight was a 
non-traditional format, which would 
typically include timed responses, and 
timed rebuttals.
“[The debaters] are not representing 
a particular candidate. . .but liberal and 
conservative ideology, what the parties 
essentially stand for,” said E.J. Fagan 
’09. “We’re not going to hold them 
responsible for a particular candidate’s 
point of view.”
The debaters were all seniors. Holt 
and Nick Hemond represented the con­
servative prospective. John Ryan
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by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
Students were informed of the latest 
effort to change campus culture in an e- 
mail to the Providence College student 
body from Chris Fortunato, associate vice 
 president for Student 
CAMPUS Affairs and dean of stu- 
NEWS dents. The e-mail 
 announced that lower 
Slavin will remain open longer on week­
nights and weekends to provide students 
with a co-ed space to utilize for recreation­
al use.
Lower Slavin began operating under its 
new hours on Monday, Oct. 27. It is now 
open until 2:00 a.m. Monday through 
Thursday. On Friday and Saturday nights it 
will remain open until 3:00 a.m.
The portion of lower Slavin which will be 
open to students may not include McPhail’s.
“McPhail’s, due to certain regulations, 
cannot be open later than its current hours, 
and use of Alumni Food Court is under dis­
cussion right now,” said Fortunato. “I’m 
hoping that will be possible.”
Starting today, a new series of 
“Thursday programs” will be held in 
McPhail’s from 9:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. The 
new events and activities will be spon­
sored by the SAIL Office and the Dean of 
Student’s Office.
“McPhail’s staff will be working the 
events,” said Fortunato. “I will attend 
the first night and others if I can. I’m 
hoping other staff from within Student 
Affairs will be able to attend on some 
occasions as well.”
Some of the possible activities listed in 
Fortunato’s e-mail were video game tour­
naments, movies, contests, and giveaways. 
Food will also be provided for students at 
the “Thursday programs.” Students can 
expect a complete schedule of “Thursday 
programs” to be distributed shortly.
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Senior Class 
Looking to 
Increase Giving 
by Rick Kurker ’09
Asst. News Editor
Senior giving is a way for the members 
of the outgoing class to show gratitude for 
all that they have received during their four 
years at Providence 
College, and this year’s 
CLASS Senior Giving Committee 
NEWS has been working hard to 
plan for this year’s gift.
“[Senior giving] is an important way for 
the senior class to show the entire student 
body that they recognize what others have 
provided for them,” said Mike Verzino ’07, 
Institutional Advancement supervisor for 
the Senior Giving Committee. “By giving 
back to the institution that gave you so 
much, not only are you showing your 
appreciation for your experience, but you 
are allowing future Friars to have just as 
positive of an experience as you did.”
Amanda Heinsen ’09 is the co-chair of 
the Senior Giving Committee along with 
Kieran Murray ’09, vice president of the 
Class of 2009. She said that the committee 
consists of 28 seniors selected by Student 
Congress and Class of 2009 representa­
tives, as well as Verzino.
“We were contacted over the summer to 
join the committee and were asked to choose 
a subcommittee to join: the Events 
Committee, Fundraising Committee, and
GIVING/Page 4
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Clinic Teaches Students Mindful 
Eating Habits
On Tuesday, Oct. 21, a health clinic was 
held in Slavin G01 to introduce interested 
students and staff to a variety of ways to 
live a healthier and more “mindful” life at 
Providence College.
Mary Jane Euell, M.A., R.D., C.D.E., 
led the clinic, which focused on mindful 
eating and mindful living. Euell said that 
she was first introduced to the idea of 
mindfulness in a class taught by a psychi­
atric nurse at Butler Hospital, located in 
Providence, R.I.
Additionally, Euell noted that she has 
gone on retreats with a Buddhist monk. 
She said that even though she is a “devout 
Catholic,” she also practices Buddhism 
within Catholicism.
“Mindfulness is when the mind is full in 
the present moment,” Euell explained.
Euell showed students how to breathe 
meditatively, through the abdomen more so 
than the chest, and she used a bell to encour­
age relaxation and tensionless breathing.
She then explained several ways to 
live a mindful life. Among the most 
important ways to live mindfully, 
according to Euell, is to try to stay neu­
tral, as doing so allows one to avoid 
intense emotion, such as anger or ecsta­
sy. She also said that one should work to 
eliminate things that waste one’s time. 
Similarly, Euell discussed the impor­
tance of being able to “kindly say no;” 
for instance, if one is asked to do some­
thing he or she does not want to do, then 
he or she should be able to say “no” 
politely without feeling bad afterward. 
“Ideally, you could set your clock every 15 
minutes so you would remember to 
breathe [calmly],” she said.
Euell also demonstrated how to eat and 
drink mindfully. Up first was green tea, 
which students sipped in silence with 
their eyes closed to the sound of the bell. 
Then, participants were each given an 
animal cracker, which Euell told them to 
eat slowly. As they ate, Euell serenely 
described all of the hands that had 
touched the animal cracker in the process 
of making and distributing it. 
Participants were also given grapes, 
which Euell preceded with a discussion 
of anger and one’s need to avoid it.
“She [Euell] said that when you get 
angry, you have to say “hello” to anger and 
then breathe and see all the anger particles 
come out,” said Anna Sabia ’ll, who 
attended the clinic.
Sabia said that Euell recommended that 
people eat alone so that they can truly 
appreciate their food. According to Sabia, 
Euell ended the clinic with a song about 
happiness and mindfulness.
“We sat in a circle with our shoes off 
and our backs straight,” Sabia said. “She 
sang one verse at a time, and we had to 
repeat it after her. And then at the end we 
had to bow to everyone.”
Catherine Gates, health educator and 
wellness coordinator, who herself was 
present at the clinic, said that the presenta­
tion was not exactly what she had expect­
ed, as she said she had hoped for more 
interaction. However, she noted that she 
was pleased with the outcome.
“I was very happy with the turnout,” she 
said. “I believe about 18 people attended.”
“[The feedback] was mixed,” Gates 
said. “Some really liked it and others 
were slightly uncomfortable because it 
was beyond what they had experienced 
ever before.”
Others were not completely satisfied 
with the experience.
“I understand the concept of mindful 
eating, but I found myself disappointed 
that the clinic lacked any sort of nutrition­
al focus,” said Jim Jenkins ’09. “I find that
briefs
making nutritionally sound choices on a 
college budget is often much harder than 
simply paying attention to what I am eat­
ing, and I wish they would have addressed 
this topic. I have to admit, the clinic was 
too ‘new age’ for my liking.”
Gates described the clinics, which she 
specifically referred to as “Wellness 
Connections,” as “free short clinics held 
on Tuesdays.” The clinics began, accord­
ing to Gates, on Oct. 7 at 7:30 p.m., and are 
consistently held in Slavin GOT
“Each clinic is designed to give the most 
up-to-date information on health topics 
that affect students most, allowing you to 
make the best decisions about your health 
and well-being,” said Gates.
—RickKurker ’09
BMSA Holds Cell Phone Drive
Cellular phones were legalized in Cuba on 
April 14,2008, and in response BMSA is cur­
rently hosting a cell phone drive for Raices de 
Esperanza, or “Roots of Hope,” an organiza­
tion based in Miami.
“The mission of this organization is to 
empower Cuba’s youth and dissident organi­
zations to be authors of their own democratic 
future,” said Carlos Trujillo, ’09.
Trujillo is in charge of collecting and dis­
tributing the phones that our campus commu­
nity will donate.
“The cell phone drive was an idea we 
thought of because cell phones were recent­
ly legalized in Cuba but are not affordable, 
as some estimates say it costs about a year of 
an average Cuban’s salary to purchase a cell 
phone and service,” he said.
Cuba’s communist government only 
allowed its officials to use cellular phones. 
Foreigners on the island were the only others 
permitted to have cell phones.
With their recent legalization, most of the 
population now wants a phone. BMSA has
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responded to the demand through this drive.
“The whole idea behind the drive is to 
get as many cell phones, in any condi­
tion, as possible. I will send these 
phones to a refurbisher. They will be 
repaired and set to Cuba’s frequency, 
and then sent out to our partner organi­
zations in Cuba,” said Trujillo.
Due to supply and demand, prices are 
too high for many Cubans to afford 
phones. They will not hesitate to take a 
phone that has been donated.
“Cell phones could be a powerful tool to 
mobilize grassroots civil society organiza­
tions, especially after the damage the 
recent hurricanes did to communications 
on the island,” he said.
Trujillo said that the drive has not 
officially begun, but he is already col­
lecting phones.
“Anybody with an extra broken or 
unused cell phone is encouraged to bring it 
to me,” said Trujillo.
The best way to contact him is via email 
at ctrujill@providence.edu. He also encour­
ages anyone who would like to assist with 
the drive to email him.
“Any help with the project is also 
appreciated. This project has enormous 
potential for being an agent of positive 
change in Cuba, and the PC communi­
ty’s generosity would be enormously 
appreciated,” said Trujillo.
He said that the drive is an ongoing 
project. They want to accumulate as 
many phones as possible, so they are not 
going to put a limit on collection time.
“There really aren’t hard deadlines. 
We just want to collect as many as pos­
sible, as soon as possible. I will be plac­
ing a box in the BMSA office in lower 
Slavin in the next couple of weeks,” he 
said. “But for now if people could just e- 
mail me that would be great.”
—Ted DeNicola ’ll
SECURITY TIPS
WHAT DO I DO IF I AM BEING FOLLOWED BY A SUSPICIOUS PERSON?
1) Remain calm and in control
2) Walk to a well-lit and populated area if possible
3) Take out cell phone and call 272-1111 — Providence Police and advise 
them so they can send you an officer ASAP
4) Notify Providence College Safety and Security
5) Don’t stop — Continue to walk in the direction of your residence
6) Once you arrive on campus, stay at the guard house with the guard till 
an escort arrives for you
7) Get and give the best description and location of incident as possible
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into 
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error 
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will 
be printed as necessary on page 2.
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Habitat for Humanity Cleaning Up Community
CAMPUS
NEWS
by Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff
In order to beautify and renew the sur­
rounding areas of Providence College, 
Habitat for Humanity has been organizing 
weekly garden cleanups each Saturday. 
The group hopes to clean 
up the garden adjacent to 
Frey Florist on 50 
Radcliffe Avenue and to 
start planting seedlings in the spring.
The idea to conduct community cleanups 
came from an AmeriCorps worker.
“An AmeriCorps worker approached me 
at the end of the school year last year and 
said they were trying to start community 
gardens in the area for troubled youth and 
donate the produce to soup kitchens,” said 
Sarah Bidinger ’09. “They were also trying 
to make a model of organic green farming 
on a very small scale.”
The idea was then put into action by 
Habitat for Humanity members and was 
spearheaded by Allie Agati ’09, who 
said the group faced difficulties at first 
but then became organized enough to 
get the project underway.
“Planning the garden clean-ups was 
much more challenging at first,” said 
Agati. “In the beginning of the school year, 
it was difficult to put the project in motion. 
When I heard about the opportunity to 
work on a garden behind Frey Florist, I 
went to visit the owner. He was very excit­
ed just to see the space be put to use. Also, 
the area is available to us whenever we 
want to use it which is helpful.”
At this point in the project, the 
group is focusing on preparing the 
Debate: Political Analysis By Students Offers 
Different Point of Views Than Seen in Media
continued from front page
Cummings and Andrew Miner repre­
sented the liberal prospective.
The event’s moderators were Fagan, presi­
dent of the PC Debate Society, and Ryan 
Walsh ’09, president of Pi Sigma Alpha.
The first topic of debate was tax policy. 
The debaters discussed Sen. Barack 
Obama’s (D-Ill.) tax policy—which the 
moderators described as a plan—which 
increases taxes for the wealthy and a 
reduction for those who already may not 
pay taxes.
“The state of the economy right now is 
not one where anyone can afford it right 
now,” said Hemond. -
The conservative team opposed such a 
plan, saying that increasing anyone’s taxes 
right now would not be helpful, and would 
hurt the United States’ ability to be com­
petitive in the global economy.
The liberal team disagreed, saying that 
the tax money funds social programs that 
are necessary.
“The rich can afford it—that’s the bot­
tom line,” said Miner. “It’s not Robin 
Hood. It’s taking money from those who 
can afford to pay more and using it [to 
fund programs].”
Another topic of the evening was 
health care. The moderators asked if the 
government should provide healthcare 
for all citizens.
The conservative team said that they 
believed that everyone should have 
access to affordable health care, but that 
the government should not provide it. 
They would not support a universal 
health care system. They instead support 
a free market approach.
The liberal team said it was “insulting 
that so many people are uninsured,” and 
that the government should provide a 
way for the uninsured to be covered.
The next issue was whether amnesty 
should be granted to those who are living 
in the United States illegally.
“We have to put them on the path to cit­
izenship,” said Cummings.
As part of the liberal perspective, the citi­
zenship process would be overhauled to 
make it easier for people to gain legal recog­
nition. Both liberal and conservative teams 
believed that border security should be 
increased, but that that was not the issue. The 
conservative stance on this issue was that a 
middle ground would have to be established 
soil so that it will lead to a fertile and 
successful spring.
“We’re in the process of building 
upraised beds because the soil and the 
conditions are best if you upraise the 
beds. We’re going to have everything all 
set so that come springtime we’ll be able 
to be able to plant our seedlings in 
there,” said Bidinger.
As the group anticipates a bountiful 
spring harvest, they also look forward to 
the positive benefits that their gardening 
will have on families in the community.
“The main goal is to prepare [the gar­
den] for a family to use in the future. The 
city wants to find a family, possibly one 
that has moved into a Habitat house, who 
would like to use the garden for their own 
purposes,” said Agati.
I think the real significance of 
this project is to show how 
people are giving back to the 
communities. . .you don’t have 
to go far to give back.
Allie Agati ’09
According to Agati, the group also said 
that this project would not be possible if it 
was not for the owner of Frey Florist, who 
offered the garden to anyone who was 
interested in working on it. He hoped that 
by clearing out weeds, garbage, and pipes, 
to encompass this complicated issue.
On the topic of war and terror, both 
sides brought up the Patriot Act.
“I think we need to continue on a simi­
lar program, but I think it needs to be over­
hauled,” said Miner.
The conservatives agreed, but the two 
disagreed over Guantanamo Bay. The 
liberals were opposed to the techniques, 
where as the conservatives think they 
are necessary.
“There are a lot of provisions in the 
Patriot Act that are unnecessary. .. but we 
just can’t close Guantanamo Bay,” said 
Holt. “We need to get information out of 
people, and the traditionally American jus­
tice system which applies to Americans 
isn’t the most effective way to do so.”
The final topics of the debate con­
cerned the Supreme Court and Foreign 
Policy. The conservatives favor strict 
interpretation of the Constitution in 
regards to reviewing judicial policy. The 
liberals supported a looser interruption.
On foreign policy, the two teams dis­
agreed over how to handle Iraq and 
Pakistan, and how to approach negotiations 
with Russia over its attacks on Georgia.
With a few questions from audience 
members the debate came to a close.
“I thought it was good,” said 
Cummings. “It was fairly even in the 
end. I hope people came away informed, 
and up [to date] on the issues. I hope 
what people got out of this debate was 
an actual debate; that they got a real dis­
cussion of the issues, rather than cam­
paign rhetoric.”
His goal in debating was to raise the 
issues of the election from a fresh perspec­
tive, from the point of view of their peers, 
and not candidates or political pundits.
“I was a little disappointed to see how 
some points were argued,” said Caitlin 
Lawrence ’10. “Some issues could have 
been prepared a little better, but I think 
that the conservatives as a whole did a 
better job expressing their points with 
eloquence, but I would have liked to see 
a more leveled debate.”
“It was a great exercise in academic 
political debates,” said Austin Rotondo 
’ll, treasurer of PC Debate Society. “It 
allows for a much more open forum than is 
allowed on nationally broadcast events. 
This leads for a deeper analysis of the 
issue, and oftentimes leads parties to very 
well-deserved self-criticism.” 
a couple of needy families would be able 
to use the garden space.
So far, two garden cleanups have taken 
place but Agati said that apathy among stu­
dents is stalling the projects.
“The only real obstacle has been trying 
to generate enough interest among stu­
dents,” said Agati. “We can only take a 
limited number of students to the garden at 
a time, so either too many people want to 
come, or not enough people sign up. The 
space requires a group effort in order to 
make any real progress.”
In the midst of planning the cleanups 
and generating student involvement, the 
group remains focused on the significance 
of the project and its aim to give back to 
their community.
"----------------------
A potential project is cleaning 
up St. Patrick Cemetery and 
improving the look of the wall 
and the whole cemetery. . .we 
want to give everyone some­
thing more pleasant to look at.
Allie Agati ’09
---------------------"
“I think the real significance of this proj­
ect is to show how people are giving back 
to their communities,” said Agati. “Frey 
Florist is just a few blocks away from cam­
pus; you don’t have to go far to give back.”
Despite all of their emphasis and atten­
tion on the garden renewals, Habitat is 
actively engaged in planning more events 
for the club such as a cemetery cleanup.
“A potential project is cleaning up St. 
Patrick Cemetery and improving the 
look of the wall and the whole cemetery 
in general,” said Agati. “PC students 
drive by that cemetery constantly, and 
we want to give everyone something 
more pleasant to look at.”
Start Your Career in Accounting.
“We’re going to go over there and do a 
basic cleanup and then hopefully we’ll be 
planting flowers along the wall and mak­
ing it a peaceful place where people can go 
and sit and just escape,” said Bidinger.
In addition to the Saturday projects such 
as the garden and cemetery renewal and 
beautification, the club eagerly anticipates 
its Spring Break trips.
“We’re in the process of planning them 
now,” said Bidinger. “We actually just 
signed up for the sites about two weeks 
ago. So we’re going to 12 different places 
in Kentucky, North Carolina, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. We also 
have a sight in Maine building houses that 
are environmentally friendly. So we’re hit­
ting most of the really poor areas that real­
ly need houses.”
The group urges students to sign up 
because there are still about thirty spots left.
“Basically you go for a week wherever 
your site is and you usually live in a church 
or in a community center,” said Bidinger. 
“You build during the day and then at night 
you get to experience whatever is going on 
there which is always fun, especially down 
south with southern hospitality.”
Bidinger has completed three Spring 
Break trips for Habitat and has travelled to 
Oakridge, Tennessee, Baltimore, 
Maryland, and Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. She said the most memorable 
was Oakridge because of the social prob­
lems it allowed her to recognize.
“It was sad because Oakridge is a very 
wealthy area but on the outskirts its people 
that used to be coalmining families but 
now are really poor and it was really sad to 
see that dichotomy between rich and 
poor,” said Bidinger.
The group urges people to sign up for 
Spring Break trips and to also get 
involved in their weekly community 
renewal and beautification projects. 
Those interested can contact Sarah 
Bidinger at sbidinge@providence.edu to 
become part of the ANGEL group and 
will start receiving e-mails and updates 
about the club’s activities.
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Student Congress Gets Preview of New Slavin
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
Student Congress was given a special 
preview of future plans for the Slavin 
Center on Tuesday, Oct. 28. Rev. 
Brendan Murphy, O.P., president of 
Student Affairs, and Mike Frazier, vice 
president for Finance 
STUDENT and Business, gave 
CONGRESS Congress members a
guided virtual tour of 
the proposed renovations.
“One of the things that comes up, as you 
all know, when we talk to Congress. . . .is 
the recognition that we need more 24/7 
space on campus,” said Murphy. “So the 
presentation that Mr. Frazier is going to 
give tonight is the proposed new addition 
to the Slavin Center. But it’s also part of a 
much larger picture. And one of the things 
I’ve said all along is one of the challenges 
we face with a building like this—is to 
really reclaim space and hopefully make 
Slavin Center a true student center.”
Murphy said that the proposed addition 
is just one step in the larger plan for Slavin.
“But, student input will be very 
important in terms of what this space 
looks like and then also how it’s pro­
grammed,” he said.
Frazier started the presentation with a 
brief history of Providence College’s 
campus growth. In 1917 the proposed 
plan for future building entailed several 
buildings which would be where 
Cunningham Square is currently. The 
new buildings and Flarkins Hall would 
have made an oval shape.
The original building plan for Slavin 
Center included the existing structure and 
two high-rise towers. The studs which 
were laid for the towers can still be seen in 
the open patio outside ’64 Hall and the 
Fishbowl. One tower was to be eight sto­
ries tall and the other was six stories tall. 
The steep stairs which lead up to the 
Fishbowl and administrative offices were 
intended to be the elevator shaft for the 
elevators which would take students, fac­
ulty, and staff up in the towers. They were 
going to house a movie theater, academic 
classrooms, and residence halls.
Giving: Committee Works to Continue Thriving Tradition
continued from front page
Marketing Committee,” said Heinsen. 
“Although these distinctions meet separate­
ly, we make all major decisions as a group.”
“Together we represent our class from 
all different majors and organizations on 
campus,” said Heinsen.
Verzino said that the tradition of senior 
giving provides classes at the College with 
the chance to leave a lasting imprint on the 
place they called home for four years.
“The program is rich in history, and it 
encourages each class to leave its mark on 
the program and the College by bringing 
more awareness to the PC Fund and over­
all giving back to PC,” said Verzino. “We 
need to make more people aware of the 
generosity of alumni, parents, and friends 
that have allowed PC to expand resources, 
build new labs, renovate classrooms, sup­
port financial aid, etc. There is a strong tra­
dition of alumni giving back on an annual 
basis, whether it is $10, $100, or $1,000.”
According to Verzino, The PC fund is 
supported by over 10,000 alumni, parents, 
faculty and staff, and friends of the 
College, in addition to further fundraising 
by the Office of Institutional 
Advancement, and he added that the PC 
Fund affects the college experience of 
every PC student.
“Last year we raised over $3 million 
and this year we are looking to raise $3.2 
million for the PC Fund,” said Verzino. 
“Individuals give gifts of any size to help 
support the PC Fund in its mission to 
assist financial aid for students, support 
classroom renovations and projects such 
as the new labs in Hickey or the new 
classrooms in Harkins, or attract and sup­
port nationally recognized faculty on 
campus. The PC Fund gives the College 
the ability to continuously improve the 
quality of the PC experience.”
Verzino said that the senior giving 
program demonstrates to students that
“But they [the College] ran out of 
money,” said Frazier.
As a result of the incomplete project the 
majority of the space in Slavin was and 
remains occupied by administrative 
offices. The first round of renovations to 
the building gave students the Fishbowl as 
a common meeting place. Originally the 
space where the Fishbowl is currently was 
a pit.
The new addition will transform the 
facade and the interior of Slavin. An addi­
tion will be built in the same style as the 
Concannon Fitness Center. It will be con­
structed of glass and steel and was 
designed by the same architect that 
designed Concannon. The addition will 
add up to 7,700 square feet to the existing 
structure. The estimated cost of the addi­
tion is $6.5 million.
“We’re not going out to borrow money 
to do this,” said Frazier.
The money will be coming from 
fundraising efforts and endowments.
Construction is expected to take six 
months. If PC receives approval from the 
Buildings and Properties Committee of the 
City of Providence by December construc­
tion on Slavin can be expected to be com­
pleted by September of 2009.
The new addition will extend further out 
into Slavin Lawn to the clock. 
Landscaping on the lawn will change.
“We need to make the lawn more 
friendly to the student body,” said 
Frazier. “We will be relocating as many 
trees as possible.”
Any trees in the way of construction will 
be moved elsewhere on campus and new 
trees will also be planted.
The planned addition will not require 
Slavin to be demolished in any major way.
“We’re trying to save as much of the 
existing structure as possible,” said Frazier.
The cement wall which now rises up 
from the stairway which leads to the lower 
Slavin entrance will be incorporated as a 
wall in the new atrium. The atrium will 
also have benches built into the walls that 
students will be able to utilize at all times. 
The current exterior walls around the pit 
will also be used in the new structure. The 
every gift makes a difference, regardless 
of its size.
“I hear many students say ‘when I make 
it big, I’ll give back’,” said Verzino. “What 
I think is highly important is learning that 
you can have an impact today, regardless 
of the size of your gift. Truly each gift to 
the PC Fund, regardless of size, goes a 
long way in enhancing the PC experience 
for students.”
According to Heinsen, the committee in 
charge of senior giving this year is focused 
on making a difference.
“The Committee considers itself 
extremely lucky to represent our class and 
provide the opportunity of making a last­
ing impression as we graduate,” said 
Heinsen. “Our motto is ‘Pass the Torch,’ a 
phrase that we believe encompasses our 
mission. We believe that it is essential that 
the Class of 2009 continues to expand the 
trend of giving set by previous classes.”
Furthermore, Heinsen said that she and 
her fellow committee members share the 
hope that future graduating classes at PC 
will be encouraged to step up and support 
the College during their senior year. It is in 
this sense, Heinsen noted, that this year’s 
senior class is essentially “passing the 
torch” to future classes in order to contin­
ue an important tradition.
Heinsen said that the aspiration of the 
Senior Giving Committee is to inspire cur­
rent seniors to become active in alumni 
relations now rather than in the future.
“Our goal is to not only raise money for 
the PC Fund, but to also encourage the 
highest level of participation from ’09,” 
said Heinsen. “Even though we have our 
ups and downs, we truly all love PC. It is 
important to remember the amazing mem­
ories we have of our four years here. The 
Events Committee is working hard to cre­
ate even more memorable senior events 
throughout the year in order to bring us 
closer as a class before we graduate.”
Heinsen said that the committee 
would ideally like to see full participa­
pit will be transformed into a seating area 
with televisions, tables, and chairs. The 
double doors will be removed and replaced 
with a wall.
The WDOM radio station will be 
demolished and rebuilt. The radio station 
will also operate on solar energy collected 
from solar panels on the roof of the steel 
and glass addition.
“We believe we can generate enough elec­
tricity to have ‘green radio,’” said Frazier.
McPhail’s and Alumni Food Court will 
remain where they are. A snack stand, sim­
ilar to Jazzman’s Cafe, will be added to the 
lower level.
The new lower level of Slavin will be 
designed to give students a 24-hour co-ed 
space to “hang out.”
“The idea is to have a non-alcoholic 
option,” said Frazier.
“We are going to have student focus 
groups working with architects so that we 
can hear what students really want both 
within this new addition and then also 
within Slavin Center,” said Murphy. “And 
there will also be a committee formed with 
student representation so that we’re all 
clear that this really becomes a student 
center, so that this is the type of space that 
you want and that students will utilize. 
That’s the whole purpose behind this.”
New steps, which are not so steep, will 
lead to the upper level of Slavin which will 
look very similar to the way is does now. 
The Fishbowl will remain unchanged. The 
double door entrance, however, will be 
removed. New carnet will be installed 
throughout the addition.
At the end of the presentation Frazier 
took questions and comments from stu­
dents. He reminded them though that the 
furniture and functions of the new space 
are not finalized.
“This is not the end all to end all,” 
said Frazier.
The major concerns voiced by students 
were that the new structure will offer more 
space but not enough activities and not 
enough space for clubs and activities to 
hold meetings.
“I’m actually really glad that you said 
that you were going to get student input 
tion from the class of 2009, noting that 
this class is known for being active, and 
that this is the perfect opportunity to 
leave their mark on PC.
“We are asking each student to give as 
much as they can to the PC Fund, but we 
highly encourage a donation of $100,” 
said Heinsen. “This donation not only 
guarantees you a spot in Alumni Lane, 
but also gives you membership in PC’s 
highest level of giving, the St. Dominic 
Society. As a member in this society and 
the Young Alumni St. Dominic Society, 
you are invited to exclusive events 
throughout the year to recognize our top 
donors including Homecoming 
Weekend, special invitations to network­
ing breakfasts, and other activities for 
these leadership donors.”
According to Heinsen, these events 
bring together the highest donors and offer 
the chance for attendees to network, poten­
tially in the job search. She said that stu­
dents who donate also qualify for special 
drawings, which could even include a free 
Commencement bid. In addition, anyone 
who donates is invited to attend the Senior 
Send-Off Event.
“We understand that not all students 
will be able to donate $100 but we offer 
installment plans to help spread the cost 
out over the remainder of the year or 
you can also ask for it as a graduation 
present,” Heinsen said.
Heinsen said that the kickoff for 
Senior Giving took place during the 209 
Nights: Fall Ball event. She said that 
Athena Fokaidis ’09 made a video of 
various seniors holding up different 
words that spell out a message: “We are 
so lucky for the memories that we have 
and will continue to make at PC until 
graduation and it is our responsibility to 
make sure that as many young students 
as possible are as fortunate.”
According to Heinsen, the Class of 2009 
is trying to revamp the Senior Giving 
Program, including a change to the selec­
and have students serve on a committee,” 
said Sean Jones ’10. “At first I was a lit­
tle concerned because it kind of looked 
like just a glorified entrance to Slavin. . . 
Which is why I am really glad that you’re 
going to have students on this committee 
because right now I understand that you 
have the cafe and you have lots of places 
where you can meet and have a conversa­
tion, but that doesn’t always cut it some­
times because we do have space like that 
on campus already.”
Jones suggested that bowling lanes or a 
small theatre, or something to draw stu­
dents into the new Slavin be worked into 
the architectural plans.
“Especially since we’re battling alcohol 
abuse on campus, we need to have some­
thing on campus where kids can go Friday 
nights and actually do something active 
and have a good time, and not have to 
worry about abusing alcohol as an alterna­
tive,” said Jones. “That would be one of 
my suggestions—is to have something 
where you can engage students instead of 
just a lot of space where they can meet.”
Tim O’Mara ’11 wanted to know what 
will happen to Slavin during the con­
struction period.
“When construction is actually going 
on, how accessible is Slavin going to be, 
and will we still be able to use it as a stu­
dent center?” said O’Mara.
“I believe other than some noise similar 
to that of when we were building the fit­
ness center it will be completely function­
al,” said Frazier.
Frazier also said the College will try to 
do the majority of disruptive construction 
while students are not on campus.
Billy Byrne ’09, also pointed out that 
space is not students’ main problem, and 
that alternative activities is.
“We don’t need somewhere to go as much 
as we need something to do,” said Byrne.
Congress was also concerned about meet­
ing space for clubs and organizations. 
Members felt that the design fails to proivde 
more space for them.
Students can expect plans of the pro­
posed addition of Slavin Center to be made 
available within the next week or two.
tion process, although she added that noth­
ing is set in stone yet in this regard.
“The Committee is also open for any 
questions or suggestions that other sen­
iors have to improve our program,” 
Heinsen said. “I hope that no one will 
hesitate to approach myself, Kieran, or 
any other committee member. I know 
that we are constantly running ideas by 
our friends to ensure that what we do 
will satisfy all seniors.”
Heinsen also noted that the Senior 
Giving Committee will be set up in 
Lower Slavin in the near future, and that 
the group is setting up a Web site and 
Facebook group to promote their cause.
“I think the most important past sen­
ior giving program that has brought us 
to where we are currently is the class of 
2006,” said Verzino. “The class of 2006 
was looking for a way to recognize the 
impact that alumni’s, parents’s, and 
friends’s gifts to PC truly impacted their 
experience on campus . . . Now that con­
struction of Alumni Lane has been com­
pleted, this is a great opportunity for the 
Class of 2009 to continue this tradition 
that was begun by ’06.”
“PC was very forward-thinking in 
constructing Alumni Lane,” said 
Verzino. “Other colleges and universi­
ties do not have the ability or the space 
to build a project that can be so inclu­
sive and allow so many individuals to be 
recognized in one space.”
Heinsen said that she is excited and 
proud of the Senior Giving Committee, 
and that she hopes her fellow seniors will 
join in the committee’s efforts.
“With only a few months left till gradua­
tion, I hope that every senior will reminisce 
about the great times they have had at PC 
and realize how lucky we all are to be given 
the opportunity to live and learn together,” 
said Heinsen. “I am happy donating my 
$100 to the PC Fund, knowing that I am 
taking part in forming unforgettable memo­
ries for my fellow Friars.”
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PC Holds Self-Defense Class to Combat Assault Stats
by Allison O’Connor ’10
News Staff
According to the U.S. Department of 
Justice, a woman is sexually assaulted in 
the United States every two minutes and 
one in every four women is raped while in 
college. Considering those 
statistics, if a girl lives in a 
quad room at Providence 
College, the odds are that 
her roommates will be raped.
CAMPUS
NEWS
she or one of
Recently, an effort has been made at the 
College to provide female students with 
the opportunity to avoid becoming part of 
those sexual assault statistic and to take a
stand through learning the elements of 
self-defense.
On Monday, Oct. 20, from 6:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m., “Fighting the Q2M 
Statistics” was held in ’64 Hall. It was 
sponsored by Women’s Will, the 
Organization of Student Social Workers 
(OSSW), a group of social work majors 
from the Class of 2010, and the Office 
of Safety and Security. “Fighting the 
Q2M Statistics” was open to all female 
PC students and was designed to inform 
them on the importance of both mental 
and physical preparedness in forming 
self-empowerment and skills necessary 
to prevent a sexual attack.
The title of the program symbolically 
demonstrated what the event was all 
about. “Q” is the medical symbol for 
“every,” and “2M” stands for “two min­
utes,” thus representing the statistics the 
class intended to fight.
In order to further promote atten­
dance, free food and drinks were provid­
ed, and widespread advertisements 
promised the event would be over with 
time to spare for attendees to still catch 
the beginning of the popular TV show 
Gossip Girl.
Since second semester of last year, 
Becky Bergeron ’10 has been working to 
establish a semester-long women’s self­
defense class on campus. Due to lack of 
appropriate funding, she had been unable 
to acquire the necessary resources in 
order for such a program to take place. 
Upon hearing about her efforts, a group 
of social work majors from the junior 
class decided to climb on board with 
Bergeron’s efforts and help organize a 
one-night program to test the effective­
ness of such a program and bolster sup­
port for its long-term establishment.
A survey was created and distributed 
campus-wide to both male and female stu­
dents throughout each of the dorm build­
ings. The survey, which defined the terms 
of assault, sexual assault, and battery, 
included questions that evaluated the stu­
dent population’s fear of facing assault on 
and around the college campus. The ques­
tions asked the student if prior threats have 
been faced, whether or not a free weekly 
self-defense class would be met with atten­
dance, and also included a rating of the 
scale of personal importance regarding the 
issues of assault.
“We had gone around campus and done 
preliminary surveys asking people how 
concerned they were about being physical­
ly assaulted on or off campus and whether 
or not they had ever been sexually assault­
ed,” said Bergeron.
The preliminary preparation did not end 
there. In order to prove to the College 
administration the true necessity for estab­
lishing a weekly self-defense program and 
the enthusiasm over the issue that is preva­
lent among the PC community, Chris 
Fortunato, associate vice president for 
Student Affairs and dean of students, was 
personally invited to attend.
“Our goal was to show the PC adminis­
tration how important the issue of self­
defense and student security is to the stu­
dents,” said Bergeron.
About 50 female students attended the 
event, and every seat at the tables was 
filled. The event began with an introduc­
tion from Bergeron in which she described 
the aforementioned statistics.
Next, Sergeant Marshall of the Office of 
Safety and Security took the stage, 
addressing how important it is to take 
away the opportunity of being a victim.
A video clip from the National Self 
Defense Institute was shown to demon­
strate the responsibility of personal safety 
lies in one’s own hands. The video said 
that it is important to be psychologically 
prepared, turn fear into power, and recog­
nize that the tools needed for empower­
ment come from within one’s self.
Sgt. Marshall and Sgt. Long then 
began instructing students on self­
defense moves. Among the most funda­
mental actions explained were how to 
break free from a chokehold and how to 
break a person’s nose. They also pointed 
out the most sensitive parts of the body 
to hit in order to successfully defend 
oneself against an attacker.
After providing demonstrations of 
how to appropriately perform each 
move, the students were each supplied 
with punching bags and received per­
sonal instructions on the proper ways to 
punch and kick someone and how each 
move should be performed.
In this manner, everyone in attendance not 
only saw a demonstration of self-defense 
moves, but also obtained the individual 
opportunity to practice the moves and receive 
instructions from trained professionals.
Although the idea for a self-defense 
program had been in the works for quite 
some time, the specific date and time of 
the location was entirely dependent 
upon the schedule of Fortunato, since 
his support is necessary for the further 
development of a self-defense class.
Bergeron described that she and fellow 
social work major Ashley Jay ’10, were the 
connecting links between the organization­
al committee of Q2M and Fortunato.
“We spoke to Dean Fortunato on the 
Tuesday after Columbus Day,” said 
Bergeron. “He said he would be avail­
able to attend the program the following 
Monday so we only had about six days 
to fully plan and organize.”
Despite the pressure of planning in 
such a short time period, the event came 
together extremely well, and the over­
whelming support certainly impacted 
the administration.
“[Dean Fortunato] was very impressed 
with our turnout on such short notice and 
[said] that we would definitely meet again 
about organizing a semester-long pro­
gram,’’said Bergeron.
PC has held one-night self-defense 
programs in the past. Yet the students 
on the organizational committee for the 
Q2M event feel that in order for self­
defense moves to be truly retained, a 
continual semester-long course would 
be more beneficial. They feel that not 
only is self-defense a practical and use­
ful tool to possess during one’s college 
years, it is a skill to be kept throughout 
a person’s entire life and is vital in 
combating the overwhelmingly nega­
tive statistics of assault and rape that 
exist today.
Political Clubs on Campus Get Ready for Election Day
by Lauren Ballback ’ll
News Staff
As Nov. 4 and the end of the 2008 presi­
dential election cycle is quickly approaching, 
The Cowl met with the leaders of three of the
POLITICS
political groups on campus: 
Tim Dionisopoulos ’ll, 
treasurer of PC College 
Republicans; Joe Miller ’10, 
president of PC Libertarians;
Matt Rucci ’09, president of PC Democrats; 
and John Ryan Cummings, outreach director 
for the PC Democrats. The four met to dis­
cuss the presidential candidates and student 
involvement in the campaigns.
For the 2008 election, PC College 
Republicans have formally supported Sen. 
John McCain (R-Ariz.). PC Democrats are 
formally supporting Sen. Barack Obama 
(D-Ill.), and the PC Libertarians are not 
formally endorsing a candidate.
Despite these groups ideological 
issues, the three clubs do have one thing 
in common; getting students involved in 
the campaign.
Rucci is a returning executive board 
member of PC Democrats and says that last 
year was a transformation year. He credits 
former president Emma Pietrantonio ’08 for 
increasing membership.
“She really made it so it was a warm 
environment, and I want to continue that,” 
said Rucci. “But it’s been difficult—as it
always is on the campus—to get member­
ship to keep coming out. With the election 
I think it’s been a little bit easier and peo­
ple have wanted to get involved more. 
With her gone it’s been a little bit difficult 
to keep people coming back but it’s been a 
pretty good turnout.”
PC Libertarians began this year as a new 
club. The group does not face the issue of 
returning members, but instead the task of 
attracting students.
“This is the first year having an exec 
board, because it’s our first year having a 
club, so it’s been a learning experience for 
everybody,” said Miller. “But we’ve tried 
to counter act the difficulties of being a 
new club by becoming a voice on campus 
right away and involving ourselves in the 
political dialogue as much as possible.”
PC Republicans are also working to 
maintain returning members.
“The transition from club member to 
the executive board has actually been 
pretty difficult because we’ve been left 
without a lot of members ... we just 
didn’t have . . . [students] coming to 
meetings because we were a non-func­
tioning entity,” said Dionisopoulos. “We 
turned that around this year ... I don’t 
know the exact number but it’s 80 plus 
members .. . and we are averaging about 
35, as opposed to the 10 we had last 
year. Kind of like Matt was saying, 
we’ve had a makeover year, and work­
ing with the exec board has been great. 
The new members are awesome, they’re 
really enthusiastic.”
Another challenge which the leaders 
agree on is the attitude which PC adminis­
tration has towards political speech.
“They are not receptive to political 
speech on this campus, and they’re very 
oppressive when they are [dealing] with 
anything that might be mildly controver­
sial,” said Dionisopoulos. “We have had 
some issues just to start the year off with, 
and we’ve sent e-mails to members of 
Congress, we’ve sent e-mails to some 
administrators, and we don’t get responses 
back. The SAIL Office, in particular, not 
naming any names, has treated us basical­
ly like Guantanamo Bay prisoners . . . 
[They] resort to calling up PC security 
whenever they think that we are doing any­
thing a little bit out of line, instead of try­
ing to talk to us and communicate openly 
with us.”
Dionisopoulos believes that the issue 
connects back to the Catholicism moderate 
stance on political issues.
“I think that Providence College for a 
long time—this campus, and this goes 
with Catholics as a religious group, [and 
as an] ethnic group—sort of has always 
been moderate and even keeled with 
their political views, and I think that 
now in America we see a great divi­
sion,” said Dionisopoulos. “We see 
political free speech at a heightened 
level, and there is truly a divide between 
people, so as a result parties become 
more polarized, and we’re going to have 
more activities, we’re going have more 
clashes, and I don’t think PC is used to 
that, or is ready to handle that.”
“They’re not ready for it,” said Rucci. 
“It’s actually very indicative of the 
Catholic way, the Catholic mindset. If 
you look back in history and see how 
quickly Catholicism changes and 
evolves . . . it’s very slow. And I think 
PC is the same way.”
“Apathy, especially when it comes to 
political events, is certainly a problem on 
this campus,” said Miller. “And I would 
think that the administration tradition of 
pursuit of knowledge and pursuit of truth 
would be more open to discourse and dis­
cussion among students on controversial 
issues, even if the views expressed are not 
always directly in line with those of the 
school’s position.”
The clubs have, however, been able to 
be active on and off campus this year.
“We have obviously been helping out 
with the McCain campaign,” said 
Dionisopoulos. “We’ve had carloads of 
students go up to New Hampshire, I would 
say every weekend, building up the base.”
Dionisopoulos said that the 
Republican Party in Rhode Island is in a 
“unique position” because it lacks fund­
ing, and resources, and that members of 
their club who are campaign managers, 
or publicists, send out press releases and 
are the “grassroots army of the 
Republican Party.” Their goal is to help 
those who have the chance to “break 
into the state legislature.”
“That opportunity is open to members 
of PC Libertarians as well,” said Miller. “If 
there’s a candidate who shares some 
Libertarian views, then just because 
they’re not running as a libertarian per say, 
we certainly encourage our members to get 
involved in those campaign.”
The PC Democrats have been involved 
on campus. On Oct. 9 they sponsored 
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse’s (D-R.I.) 
visit to PC. According to Rucci, they have 
also been working to educate students, 
regardless of their party, on the issues.
According to Cummings, they held 
voter registration in Slavin Center, where 
they helped students fill out absentee 
forms, and sent those forms to their local 
offices.
Voter registration is a topic of divide, 
which according to Dionisopoulos is one 
of the reasons PC Republicans received 
less funding from Student Congress’ 
Appropriations Committee, though he said 
no official word has been given.
“This has been a topic of dispute for 
PC Republicans,” said Dionisopoulos. 
“We were told at the appropriations 
meeting to be involved in bipartisan 
activities, which we agreed with, but the 
voter registration drive is basically, in 
Rhode Island, PC Republicans signing 
up Democrats all day long, and we indi­
cated that we didn’t want to sign up 
Democrats. We wanted a table to sign up 
our voters and our base, and we’re an 
affiliate of the Republican Party of 
Rhode Island—if they were to catch 
wind, or the federation was to catch 
wind, that we were partaking in this we 
could lose whatever little funding we 
get from them and they send us care 
packages. We could lose our accredita­
tion, and as a result our club could 
promptly be labeled defunct because we 
don’t have any official recognition from 
the party. So Student Congress could use 
that as an excuse to stop funding us. So 
basically the voter registration drive was 
shafted in funding because of that, 
although no official word has been sent 
out. I mean it’s a political strategy.”
Rucci said it was his hope that the two 
groups would be able to work together on 
this issue. He said that this year the focus 
was on absentee voters, and that it might 
have been a mistake not expressing that to 
the Republicans, to which Dionisopoulos 
replied that there is no animosity between 
the two groups.
Yet the PC Republicans and PC 
Democrats do have philosophical differences.
“My goal of this registration drive 
was part of this theme of education that 
kids know that they can vote, that they 
need to vote,” said Rucci. “ It was just to 
register as many people as possible to 
vote, to take part in this election. . .I 
thought it should be one table, it should 
be unified. . .It shows that we’re not 
swaying one way or another, that we’re 
registering everyone equally, it wasn’t 
as intimidating as two tables.”
“It didn’t have to be two tables,” said 
Dionisopoulos. “But it would have to be a 
separation. Think about the political strate­
gy. Youths disproportionally vote as 
democrats. As Republicans we’ve been 
lucky that they haven’t gone out in droves 
and voted in the past. I’ll say that frankly, 
I’m not the biggest advocate of mass 
democracy. . .It’s not my responsibility to 
get the people to go and vote. It takes two 
clicks on the Internet to do that. If they real­
ly want to vote then they should do that.”
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Speaker Shares Personal Story of Life With AIDS
by Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff
Amnesty International invited Scott (he 
does not use his full name for privacy rea­
sons), of AIDS Project Rhode Island, an 
organization based in Providence that offers 
aid and support groups for 
patients infected with the 
HIV virus, to speak to 
Providence College students. 
Elizabeth Chmielewski 
GUEST
SPEAKER
’09, an executive board member for 
Amnesty International, introduced Scott, 
who lectured on Thursday, Oct. 23, in 
Moore Hall III.
Scott opened up his talk the way 
AIDS Project Rhode Island requires all 
of its speakers—-by giving a quick 
explanation of the AIDS virus, what it 
does, and how it is spread.
“AIDS stands for Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome,” he said. “It is a 
disease of the immune system. A normal 
person has anywhere from 1500 to 1800 t- 
cells, which fluctuate with your present 
state of health. When you have a cold, you 
have less, because your immune system is 
fighting your sickness.”
He continued to explain that when the 
HIV virus enters the body, it attaches onto 
a t-cell and multiplies by the millions, 
killing off healthy t-cells. When t-cell lev­
els reach around 200, a person is no longer 
considered to be HIV-Positive, but to have 
the AIDS virus. Eventually, when the body 
becomes sick from a common illness, like 
the flu or a cold, it lacks the proper amount 
of t-cells to fight the disease and dies.
“There are four bodily fluids that can 
transfer AIDS,” said Scott. “Blood, which 
is typically from IV drug use—which is a 
really bad idea—breast milk, semen, and 
vaginal fluid. No casual contact will give 
you AIDS.”
After providing the medicinal infor­
mation about AIDS, Scott shared his 
own life story.
“Both of my parents were physically 
and sexually violent,” he said. “They were 
also both drug users and alcoholics.”
Scott credited school as his safe haven.
“The kids made fun of me, sure, but it 
was better than being at home,” he said. 
“By the time I was 11, I had both of my 
arms and legs broken at home.”
Liza Dunbar ’ 11 was aghast at his situation.
“Most kids dread going to school and 
want to be at home,” she said. “It’s sad that 
people have to grow up like that.”
On his first day of high school, Scott 
was expelled from his school district for 
hitting some football team players and his 
principal accidentally. With no school to 
attend, and fearful of what awaited him at 
home, he hitchhiked from Rhode Island to 
California. He was 13 years old.
“I don’t recommend it, but for me it 
was a great decision,” he said. “And I’ve
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A speaker from Project AIDS Rhode Island shared his life-long struggle with alco­
hol abuse, drug addiction, and sexual promiscuity, which eventually led to his con­
traction of the HIV virus.
never seen my parents or eight brothers 
and sisters again.”
Scott was homeless and lived under a 
bridge in California. He did odd jobs to 
make money for food. While in California 
he began experimenting with alcohol, mar­
ijuana, and cocaine.
“I really liked the way they all felt,” he 
said. “For the first time, I was fitting in 
with people.”
As he started doing more and more 
drugs, he got into more trouble and was 
in and out of jail. After a few years, his 
grandparents called him and begged him 
to stop partying and come home to 
Rhode Island.
“So I went back to live with my grand­
parents,” he said. “I kept my sobriety 
promise for about two weeks.”
One night, back in Rhode Island, he 
went to a party in the woods.
“I started talking to this girl and we 
talked literally all night,” he said. “She 
also came from an abusive background, so 
we connected on a lot of levels.”
After a night of talking, the pair took 
their leftover beer and pot, drove to New 
Hampshire, and got married. Scott was 17 
and the girl was 16.
“Now, again, I don’t recommend this for 
everyone, but for me it was the best deci­
sion I ever made,” he said. “Not because 
the marriage worked, but because 10 
months later, my son was bom.”
This prompted Scott to make some per­
sonal decisions.
“My son was never going to get hit, and 
I was never going to do drugs again,” he 
said. “He was going to have the best life a 
kid could have. And I kept that promise.”
Scott’s wife continued to abuse drugs, 
so he was able to obtain full custody of his 
son after their divorce. He supported them 
by doing odd jobs, and later illegally work­
ing as an English teacher in Massachusetts. 
The school gave him the opportunity to get 
his GED and college education, but since 
he was hired without a high school diplo­
ma or teaching certificate, he was fired 
when the state audited the school.
He next began working for a design 
company. When his boss allowed him to 
take over sales, the company’s revenue 
went from $100,000 a year to $1.2 million.
Scott eventually left the design compa­
ny and started his own, making millions 
every year. He was able to buy a 14 bed­
room house, fancy cars, and spent thou­
sands of dollars on clothes and travel 
expenses. After his son graduated high 
school and moved out of the house, Scott 
was bored, lonely, and had over a million 
dollars in his checking account.
“After I raised my son right, I figured I 
earned the right to get a drink,” he said. 
“So I did.”
Scott, in his words, quickly fell back into 
the world of drinking and doing drugs. He 
also began experimenting sexually, with part­
ners all over the world. After some time, he 
began getting tired and was depressed con­
stantly. He decided to see a therapist, who 
recommended he see a doctor for a complete 
physical and an AIDS test.
“The doctor walked in and told me very 
bluntly, ‘Scott, you have AIDS and if you 
don’t start meds today you’ll die in six 
months,”’ he said.
Scott was diagnosed in 1999, and 
quickly lost his fortune paying his med­
ical bills. He paid for the first two years 
of treatment in cash, and sold his house 
to pay for the next. After several years 
he was once again homeless.
Students had strong reactions to Scott’s 
healthcare problems.
“This really points to the healthcare cri­
sis in America,” said Rachel Davison ’ll. 
“It’s terrible when people, even someone 
who was originally really wealthy, can’t 
pay to get proper treatment.”
Scott fell ill to wasting syndrome, pneu­
monia, and shingles. However, he consid­
ered the side effects from the treatment 
drugs much worse.
“I had lipodystrophy, when the fat from 
your legs and arms moves to your chin and 
stomach,” he said. “I also had very sore 
joints. When my son had to help me out of 
bed I decided I’d rather live a shorter, better 
life, than a longer, worse one.”
Today, Scott is receiving AIDS treatment 
drugs and lives with a friend. He speaks pri­
marily to teenagers about the reality of AIDS, 
and heads up the support groups for children 
with AIDS at AIDS Project Rhode Island.
“Every time I do the children’s group, I 
have to cry,” he said. “Fifty percent of the 
57,000 new cases of AIDS in the United 
States last year were of children under 24.”
Programs: Alcohol-Free Weekend Alternatives Offered
continued from front page
Fortunato’s e-mail had included a note in 
the portion which discussed Thursdays at 
McPhail’s, saying that McPhail’s will no 
longer be serving alcohol between 8:00 p.m. 
and 1:00 a.m. on Thursdays, effective 
Thursday, Oct. 30.
“As part of our mandate in Student Affairs 
is to be able to offer more appealing programs 
that do not include alcohol, I am excited that 
we are able to try something new and explore 
some different ideas,” said Fortunato. “It is 
my understanding that McPhail’s did not 
serve alcohol on Thursday evenings original­
ly, and that such service was expanded to 
Thursday nights at some point in the last 
number of years.”
Some students do not agree with the deci­
sion to stop serving alcohol on Thursdays.
Deanette Doetzel ’09 said the new rule 
and the effort to change campus culture 
conflict with each other.
“I think that a Thursday night and a 
Friday night are not different and forcing 
students to go off campus.. .is stupid,” said 
Doetzel. “They’re trying to keep people on 
campus but then they make rules that force 
people off campus. It’s stupid.”
Other students saw the decision as a mistake 
from a buisness standpoint
“I think that they’re [McPhail’s] going 
to loose a lot of money,” said Kevin 
Neumen ’09.
Dave Pezza ’12 said that freshmen and 
upperclassmen should be able to hang out 
in the same space with alcohol present.
“I don’t think it would be a big deal,” 
said Pezza. “It would be unfair to them 
[seniors and upperclassmen] if they go to 
the on-campus pub and can’t drink.”
Students who cannot drink are not 
quite as concerned about the change at 
the moment.
“When I am 21 I would care [that there 
is no drinking on Thursday in McPhail’s],” 
said Alison Belibeau ’ll. “I would rather 
come here to have a drink than walk to 
some bar because the crime rates are scary. 
I’m not 21 so I don’t care.”
Fortunato said that the decision to 
stop serving alcohol at McPhail’s did 
not have anything to do with students 
binge drinking at the pub, or that under­
aged drinking is taking place.
“Given the data we have as to the seri­
ousness of alcohol abuse at PC in recent 
years, I have no basis to say that 
McPhail’s serving alcohol on Thursdays 
in recent years has been effective at pre­
venting or reducing alcohol abuse on 
campus or off campus,” said Fortunato.
Katie DiCamillo ’09 was happy that 
Slavin is now open later.
“I think it’s good,” said DiCamillo. “It’s 
about time. I think having this [lower 
Slavin] open past 12:00 am. is great 
because no one goes to bed at 12:00 a.m.”
Students were also supportive of the 
effort to provide more alternative events 
for students.
“I probably won’t go a whole lot,” said 
Doetzel. “But I think it’s a great idea.”
Other students did not know about the 
games and activities in McPhail’s.
“I don’t think anyone is going to go,” 
said Megan Mancarella ’09.
“I feel like not many freshmen would 
go [to McPhail’s for games and activities 
on Thursday nights],” said Sara Murphy 
’12. “I think it [McPhail’s] looks fun, but 
I personally haven’t gone there because I 
think it is mostly upperclassmen.”
There was student involvement in devel­
oping Slavin’s new hours and activities.
“I am very excited that Student 
Affairs is able to respond to direct 
requests from many students, including 
members of Student Congress for more 
late night space,” said Fortunato. “Many 
students provided input as to these new 
hours and programs, including in part a 
number of freshmen who have attended 
luncheons at McPhail’s over the last 
month with Dean Sears, Dean Butler, 
Richy Kless, and myself. I believe 
approximately 80 freshmen have attend­
ed thus far. We hold these luncheons 
regularly to get to know freshmen better 
and to hear their feedback and ideas 
about their student life experiences at 
PC. There is another luncheon this com­
ing Friday.”
Clubs and organizations on campus 
were also sought out for their input.
“The SAIL office has received 
input/feedback from other students,” 
said Fortunato. “I have gotten feedback 
from other students and members of 
BOP and Student Congress. 
Representatives of the Weekend 
Planning Committee—which include 
students—gave input on programming 
as well.”
In addition to the new operational 
hours of Slavin, Aquinas Lounge will 
host a Coffee House and lounge every 
Friday night, sponsored by the Office of 
Residence Life. Plans are also in place 
to show “recently released movies, 
dances, and more,” on campus begin­
ning Nov. 1.
World
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U.N. Seeks Reinforcement Troops for Congo
by Victoria Ngare ’12
World Staff
Africa: Democratic 
Republic of the Congo
On Friday, Oct. 24, The New YorkTimes reported that the U.N. would most likely deploy more special forces 
and new military hardware to protect 
civilians in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Alan Dross, the head of the 
U.N. mission in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (MONUC), asked for 
Special Forces with focused training in 
intelligence gathering and more military 
drones to assist in the mission.
U.N. peacekeepers have been deployed in 
the region since 1999 when they were sent to 
monitor the Lusaka Ceasefire Agreement.
In 1997, an alliance composed of 
Burundi, Uganda, Angola, Eritrea, and 
Rwanda came together to depose Marshall 
Mobutu (longtime Dictator of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo), and 
replace him with Laurent Desire Kabila. 
The installment of Kabila was seen as the 
turning point for the DRC, but Kabila 
developed the same dictator-like qualities 
of Marshall Mobutu.
"-----------------------------------------
Only in this way can 
we hope to put an 
end to the armed 
conflict, [and] 
reduce signifcantly 
violence against 
women and children.
Asha Chana '09
AP
Alan Doss, head of U.N. 
mission in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo
-----------------------------------"
In August 1998, fighting broke out in the 
DRC. Some classify this conflict as 
Africa’s First World War because it has 
involved 25 groups* and eight nations: 
Burundi, Angola, Eritrea, Rwanda, 
Zimbabwe, Sudan, Namibia, and the DRC. 
Alliances in the conflict have been very 
fluid. Parties once allied are now fighting 
over the abundant natural resources to be 
found in Congo. In 2001 Kabila was assas­
sinated and his son, Joseph Kabila, became 
the President of the DRC at 29 years old. 
The younger Kabila attempted to end the 
civil war in Congo and remove foreign 
troops. He was marginally successful, but 
fighting has continued.
AFP 
This week, the U.N. mission in Congo launched a counter attack in support of Con­
golese troops in an effort to block Gen Nkunda’s troops from advancing on Goma.
Although the war technically ended in 
2003, fighting and humanitarian offenses 
continued. Some 5.4 million people have 
died, mostly from manageable diseases 
such as diarrhea and malnutrition. 
Children have accounted for 47 percent of 
the deaths, although they only comprise 19 
percent of the population. There are 1.5 
million internally displaced persons and 
some 45,000 people die each month. This 
has been the deadliest conflict the world 
has seen since World War II.
Fighting has increased in the past two 
months between government forces and 
Tutsi rebels of Rwanda led by renegade gen­
eral Laurent Nkuda in Congo’s North Kivu 
Province. The fighting threatens the Goma 
Peace Agreement, signed in January 2008, 
between the government of the DRC and 25 
rebel militia groups. According to the agree­
ment, the rebel and government forces 
would withdraw from certain areas, and the 
U.N. forces of 17,000 (the largest U.N. force 
in deployment) would be stationed there to 
create a buffer zone. The rebels were also 
offered amnesty. The U.N. estimates that 
since August alone, up to 200,000 people 
have fled their homes because of the resur­
gence of the fighting.
The 15-nation Security Council was 
very willing to consider Alan Dross’ pro­
posal, although lifting the ceiling on the 
number of troops would be a hard sell. 
French Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert 
told reporters on Thursday, Oct. 23, that, 
“for the moment we approved the restruc­
turing within the current ceiling of 
troops.” The fact that the Security 
Council even had interest in increasing
“Some will ask the 
Inevitable question in 
these troubled times: 
'How can we afford it?' I 
would ask instead, 'How 
can we not afford it?
* U.S. Secretary of state Condoleezza Rice, 
on America’s commitment to foreign 
assistance during the economic crisis.
troop levels emphasizes the dire situation 
in the DRC. The council did concede to 
seriously considering increased intelli­
gence capabilities.
Ambassador Ripert announced that a 
decision would follow in at least the next 
two months, when the council renews 
MONUC’s mandate.
The mission in the DRC not only 
requests unmanned drones that can track 
militants across the vast East Congo, but 
also soldiers that are not afraid to engage in 
a firefight with the militants. The necessity 
for the latter request made itself painfully 
apparent this week when peacekeepers tried
Do you think the United Nations should increase 
troop levels in the Democratic Republic of the Congo?
Compiled By Victoria Ngare ’12
to reinforce positions north of the city of 
Goma while Congolese rebels fought their 
way closer and closer. The U.N. ordered 
attack helicopters to fire on the rebel groups, 
but its efforts were hampered by rock­
throwing protesters, who accused the U.N. 
of failing to adequately protect them 
through the years of fighting. Doss argued 
the violent outbreak was further evidence of 
the clear need for more support.
The Congolese government has asked 
for increased troop levels as well. They see 
the threat implemented by renegade gener­
al Laurent Nkuda increasing if it goes 
unchecked. The Congolese government 
also says they are being threatened by 
neighboring Rwanda, who they accuse of 
encroaching on Congo’s territory.
It is not clear whether increased troop 
levels and better intelligence gathering 
equipment will bring an end to the conflict, 
but most argue that it is worth the effort 
amidst the slightest possibility. Some 
believe that had the international communi­
ty acted more swiftly when the conflict 
broke out in 1998, this major humanitarian 
crisis could have been avoided. But unfortu­
nately, at the time, many parties stood to 
gain from profiteering off the abundant nat­
ural resources found in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. At this point in the 
conflict, it has become clear the humanitari­
an crisis far outweighs the possible personal 
wealth gains any party could achieve. And 
in order to begin to address this, any peace­
keeping mission must address the underly­
ing factors. As Erin Weir of Refugees 
International told The Washington Post, “I 
can’t say whether the rebels or the [Hutu 
militias] are the bigger risk for Congo. But 
at this point, neither problem can be solved 
without dealing with the other.”
“They should have 
deployed more 
troops sooner. They 
should set up more 
[concrete] shelters 
and hospitals to help 
the people that are 
[already] hurt."
"It would have made 
more sense to fight for 
a iust cause. The U.N. 
should have had more 
troops there from the 
beginning. Peacekeeping 
makes more sense than 
fighting a selfish war."
Mary Kate 
Ragno '09
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India Launches First Unmanned Mission to the Moon
by Lorraine Dalton ’ll 
World Staff
South Asia: India
India launched its Chandrayaan-1 spacecraft on Wednesday, Oct. 22, from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in 
Sriharikota to embark on a two-year 
exploration mission. The event was broad­
cast live on national television and the 
response to the takeoff of the spacecraft 
was full of pride and excitement. The 
robotic engineered probe is planned to 
orbit the moon compiling a 3-D atlas of 
the lunar surface and mapping the distri­
bution of elements and minerals.
This launch is a major accomplishment 
for India. It marks a major step for the 
country as it seeks to keep pace with 
other space-faring nations in Asia, such 
as China and Japan. The Prime Minister 
of India, Manmohan Singh, labeled the 
launch as the country’s ‘Tirst step” in a 
historic milestone in the nation’s space 
program. “Our scientific community has 
once again done the country proud and 
the entire nation salutes them,” said 
Singh in a message.
The chief of the Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO), Madhavan Nair,
The Sunny Side
Buckypaper: Funny Name, Serious Strength
by Ryan McKeon ’09
World Staff
The name makes it sound as if it comes 
out of a board game, yet this new material 
may revolutionize industries from television 
manufacturing to national defense.
Buckypaper gets its name from 
Buckminsterfullerene, or Carbon 60—a 
type of carbon molecule whose powerful 
atomic bonds makes it 10 times lighter than 
steel and 250 times as strong. Constructed 
out of carbon nanotubes stuck together in a 
liquid suspension and filtered, buckypaper 
looks like a thin film.
The properties of buckypaper allow it 
to transfer energy more efficiently than 
traditional technology. When exposed 
said, “Today what we have charted is a 
remarkable journey for an Indian space­
craft to go to the moon and try to unravel 
the mysteries of the Earth’s closest celes­
tial body and its only natural satellite.”
One key objective of the mission will 
be to search for surface or sub-surface 
water-ice on the moon, especially at the 
poles. Another objective is to detect 
Helium 3, an isotope which is rare on 
Earth, but is sought to power nuclear 
fusion and could be a valuable source of 
energy in the future.
The ISRO probe, which is powered by a 
single solar panel generating about 700 
watts, carries five Indian-built instruments 
and six constructed in other countries, 
including the U.S., Britain, and Germany.
The mission is expected to cost 3.8 billion 
rupees, which is equivalent to $78 million, 
considerably less than Japanese and Chinese 
probes sent to the moon last year.
The Indian experiments include a 30kg 
probe that will be released from the 
"mothership” to slam into the lunar sur­
face. The Moon Impact Probe (MIP) will 
record video footage on the way down and 
measure the composition of the moon’s 
fragile atmosphere.
India also plans on placing the Indian 
flag on the surface of the moon. The coun­
try’s tricolor is painted on the side of the 
to an electric charge, it can be used to 
illuminate computer and television 
screens. Buckypaper also has the capa­
bility to make airline travel safer. When 
applied to the exterior of an airplane, 
lightning strikes would flow around the 
plane and disperse without causing 
damage. Additionally, the American 
military is looking into buckypaper for 
possible armor plating and advanced 
stealth technology.
The future of buckypaper is extremely 
promising; Florida State researchers are 
currently in the process of creating a com­
mercial company that would develop and 
sell this modern material. When looking 
for unusual strength, look no further than 
this unusual name. 
probe and, if successful, India will become 
the fourth country after the U.S., Russia, 
and Japan, to place its national flag on the 
lunar surface.
Professor David Southwood, director 
of science and robotic exploration at the 
European Space Agency, congratulated 
India’s space agency on the launch. 
“While the exploration of space calls for 
new challenges to be overcome, joining 
forces is becoming more and more a key 
to future successes.”
Barry Kellett, project scientist on the 
CIXS instrument, which was built at the 
Rutherford-Appleton Laboratory in the
Oddly Enough ?
Framingham State College: A Case of the Blahs
by Ryan McKeon ’09
World Staff
A desperate attempt to gain donations 
from younger alumni caused a public rela­
tions nightmare at Framingham State 
College in Massachusetts.
In a letter signed by the president of the 
alumni association, the word “blah” was 
used 137 times. Sent to roughly 6,000 
recent graduates, the letter was supposed 
to appeal to younger donors with its new 
marketing style.
Part of the letter read, “With the recent 
economic downturn and loan crisis, it has 
become even more important for 
Framingham State College to receive your 
support. Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, 
U.K., said: “Chandrayaan (the Sanskrit 
word for moon craft) has a very competi­
tive set of instruments ... it will certain­
ly do good science.”
CIXS will map the presence of vari­
ous elements in the lunar crust to assist 
in answering key questions about the 
origin and evolution of Earth’s only nat­
ural satellite.
Researchers say the relative abundances 
of magnesium and iron in lunar rocks 
could help confirm whether the moon was 
covered by a molten magma ocean early in 
its history.
“The ratio of magnesium to iron for the 
whole moon tells you to what extent the 
moon melted and what it did after it 
formed.” The instrument plans to look for 
more unusual elements on the moon’s sur­
face, such as titanium. This metallic ele­
ment has been found in lunar meteorites, 
but scientists know little about its distribu­
tion in the lunar crust.
India, China, Japan, and South Korea 
are all interested in a share of the commer­
cial satellite launch business and see their 
space programs as an important symbol of 
international stature and economic devel­
opment. Not all critics agree, however, and 
regard the space program as a waste of 
resources in a country where millions still 
lack basic services.
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, 
blah, blah, blah, blah.”
After receiving several letters of com­
plaint from angered alumni, the vice 
president of college advancement issued 
a formal apology in which he referred to 
the letter as a “misguided and embar­
rassing attempt to connect with alumni 
in a different way.”
The letter was not a complete disaster; 
the college did receive $2,000 from 
alumni who had not previously donated. 
When asked how beneficial this new 
money would be for the college, a 
spokesman responded that the amount 
was sort of blah . . . just kidding.
Friar Finance 101
By Michael Lepri '10 World Staff
For this week’s Friar Finance, we are featuring an interview with Professor Jonathan F. Stone MBA, CFA, 
of the Department of Finance. This is 
Stone’s first year at Providence College 
and he currently teaches managerial 
finance and investments. He co-founded 
a Boston investment firm in 2000, man­
aged a successful hedge fund for eight 
years, and has been in the investment 
business for 18 years.
were the causes of the financial crisis?
For starters, an accommodative 
Federal Reserve policy encouraged a 
speculative bubble in housing prices. Lax 
lending practices on the part of banks, a 
low level of interest rates, and the pack­
aging and dicing of mortgages into com­
plex securities all fed the bubble. The 
mortgage securities ended up being a lot 
riskier than people realized at the time. 
Housing prices went above what the 
average consumer could afford to pay for 
a house. Then, as housing prices came 
down, all those consumers who bought 
houses with easy money at high prices 
are finding that their houses are worth 
less than the mortgage of the house.
A whole multitude of forces came into 
play at the same time that drove housing 
prices up encouraging homeowners and 
speculators to buy beyond their needs. 
Now we’re paying the price for it. The 
banks that were behind the lending now 
have real balance sheet troubles.
Was the reaction from the government 
appropriate and adequate?
I think that the potential risks of inac­
tion outweigh the costs of the bailout. 
There are two things the government is 
doing. The Federal Reserve is guarantee­
ing bank loans and thereby helping restore 
confidence in the stability and strength of 
the U.S. banking system. Congress is 
[also] providing an economic stimulus— 
trying to put more money into the hands of 
consumers. Both of these things are neces­
sary at this point.
Do you think the housing meltdown was 
caused by imprudent subprime lending 
from the government?
An easy money policy at the Federal 
Reserve during the early part of the 
decade greatly encouraged lax lending 
standards. The process of securitizing 
mortgages into complex securities was 
another contributing factor, and enabled 
banks and brokers to sell, rather than 
own, the mortgages they financed. All of 
these factors contributed to a rapid rise in 
home prices nationwide. Unfortunately, 
as home prices began to slide, the specu­
lative excesses were quickly exposed, 
default rates have skyrocketed, and the 
value of trillions of dollars of supposedly 
high-quality credits owned by banks 
around the globe has collapsed.
How long will it take to loosen credit markets?
I think we will see within the next few 
months that credit markets will loosen and 
banks will begin to lend to each other 
again. You are just now starting to see 
LIBOR rates ease, which is a positive 
sign. However, banks will be far more 
cautious about their commercial and con­
sumer loans, and are not likely to be as lib­
eral with lending standards as they were a 
year or two ago for a long time to come. 
We will see the benefit of Federal Reserve 
action, but it will take a couple of months. 
Do you think the taxpayers will be affect­
ed in the long run from the bailout?
Yes, we are all going to pay the bill for 
years to come. The bill is going to be in 
the form of higher interest rates or higher 
taxes, or both.
The government found [itself] in a situ­
ation where [it] had no choice but to bor­
row from the future to prevent a very steep 
deterioration of the economic environ­
ment. The bailout had costs associated 
with it, and we will be paying for those 
costs for some time.
Do you think another stimulus would 
help? Did the last one help, or are people 
just saving that money?
The last stimulus helped but not as 
much as predicted because people saved 
half of what they received. [An] addition­
al stimulus will help but may again have a 
limited impact because consumers will be 
saving extra cash because times are tough. 
What can be done to spur consumer confidence?
Consumer confidence hinges on the 
job market. If people are worried about 
their jobs, they are not going to have 
confidence in the future. If they feel 
secure in their jobs, they will feel more 
confident. The trend in consumer confi­
dence will depend on people perceptions 
about the job market. Right now people 
are worried about their jobs. They are 
reading the headlines and their 401(k) 
value is down.
The government cannot address con­
sumer confidence directly. They can 
address it by doing everything in their 
power to improve economic growth. 
Economic growth equals job growth. They 
are focused on preventing the economy 
from going into a deep recession. If the 
recession is short-lived and the economy 
stabilizes, consumer confidence will grad­
ually improve as Americans fear less 
about their job security.
Do you think credit card debt will be the 
next major issue in Wall Street?
Yes. For example, if you look at 
American Express Corporation’s recent 
results you can already see significant 
deterioration in credit card delinquency 
and default rates, and these results are 
going to get worse from here. Many com­
panies expanded in this realm of easy 
credit into auto loans, credit cards, stu­
dent loans, and all sorts of other debt 
instruments. Credit was extended to 
those that should not have received it in 
the first place. This is all being exacer­
bated because the economy is slowing 
down. People that used to be able to pay 
off their credit cards are financially 
strapped and are having trouble paying 
off these obligations.
How do you feel the candidates for presi­
dent have responded to the crisis? How do 
their approaches differ?
[Sen. McCain and Sen. Obama] both 
acknowledged and recognized the severity 
of the problem and both supported the 
bailout and federal stimulus to aid con­
sumers. Whoever becomes president will 
be saddled with a series of problems and 
challenges; it’s not going to be an easy four 
years, for whoever wins. There will be 
severe constraints on the action of the pres­
ident because the federal deficit is going to 
balloon. It’s going to put upward pressure 
on interest rates and taxes.
There is one philosophical difference 
about how each candidate will deal with the 
future environment. Obama will be more 
inclined to use the power of government to 
help the economy. McCain will be more 
inclined to minimize the role of government 
and let market forces sort things out. 
How far do you think government should 
go to stimulate the economy? Is socialism 
in our near future?
A Republican administration just imple­
mented what some critics call the national­
ization of the American banking system. 
The irony is profound. The Bush adminis­
tration and the Republicans have just inter­
vened in the free market in a huge way. 
The crisis again begs the question: What is 
the role of the federal government in the 
economy? How much should- the govern­
ment be regulating industries like the 
banking industry? While in most cases I 
think it is a mistake for the federal govern­
ment to impose excessive regulation on 
American industry, there are clearly situa­
tions where intervention and regulation are 
justified. We happen to be living through 
one such crisis.
Do you think the U.S. is in a recession? If 
so, how bad will it get?
I believe we are in the midst of a reces­
sion right now, one which will be undoubt­
edly surpassing the severity of the 1991 
and 2001 recessions.
October 30,2008 World Page 9
Believe it or not, the day is finally upon us. Next Tuesday, Nov. 4, we will elect the 44th president of the United States, as well as other national leaders. 
Here is one final look at the candidates, their positions on the main issues facing Americans, and their proposals for policies to deal with those issues.
Democrat Independent and Third-Party Republican
The New York Times
The Candidates
President: Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.) 
Vice President: Sen. Joe Biden (Del.) 
The Platform
Financial Crisis: Supported the $700 bil­
lion rescue bill in Congress, and thought 
takeovers of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and 
A.I.G. were necessary steps. Would enact a 
set of tax cuts for individuals and business­
es to help cope with the crisis, and would 
ban most home foreclosures for 90 days. 
Taxes: Would extend the Bush tax cuts for 
‘ the middle class”—people making under 
$250,000 a year—but would repeal them 
for people in the top two marginal tax 
brackets before they expire. Wants to 
change the alternative minimum tax so it 
does not affect the middle class and raise 
taxes on capital gains and dividends.
Trade: Announced during the Democratic 
primaries intentions to renegotiate trade 
deals such as NAFTA, but it was rumored 
that aides assured foreign governments that 
this was little more than campaign rhetoric. 
Cited labor issues and workers’ rights in his 
opposition to free trade agreements with 
Colombia and South Korea.
Iraq: Opposed the war in Iraq from the begin­
ning; believes there is “no military solution.” 
Opposed surge strategy. Advocates a phased 
withdrawal of U.S. forces, with all troops out 
within 16 months except for the “limited 
missions of protecting our diplomats and car­
rying out targeted strikes on Al Qaeda.” 
Afghanistan: Would shift most defense 
resources from Iraq to Afghanistan; sees it 
as “ground zero” for any war on terrorism. 
Promises to step up the military effort 
especially on the Pakistani border. Would 
take action if America received intelli­
gence about terrorist operations in 
Afghanistan or Pakistan.
Iran: Favors “aggressive personal diploma­
cy;” has been criticized by conservatives for 
his willingness to meet with Iranian leaders 
without preconditions. Says he would do 
anything in his power to keep Iran from 
acquiring a nuclear weapon, including tight­
ening economic sanctions with international 
cooperation. Would keep “all options on the 
table,” including military strikes.
Health Care: Backs universal coverage but 
would only make insurance mandatory for 
children. Offers subsidies to make cover­
age more affordable, and would prohibit 
providers from denying coverage based on 
health or age.
education: Proposes $18 billion a year in 
new federal spending on early childhood 
classes, teacher recruitment, performance 
pay, after-school programs, charter-school 
programs, financial aid, and other initia­
tives. Believes No Child Left Behind is 
good in concept but poor in practice. 
Immigration: Supports a path to legaliza­
tion for illegal immigrants, and voted for a 
fence along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Climate Change: Wants U.S. to lead global 
efforts to reduce emissions; would institute 
cap-and-trade system and raise money by 
auctioning greenhouse gases allowances. 
Would invest $150 billion in clean energy 
over 10 years.
Abortion: Supports Roe v. Wade and trusts 
women to make choices on abortion “in 
conjunction with their doctors and their 
families and their clergy.”
The Bottom Line: Obama, who could 
become the nation’s first black president, 
promises to bring “change” and sound 
judgment to the White House.
The first four parties listed here-Independent, Green, Constitution, and 
Libertarian—are on the ballot in enough states to obtain the minimum 270 elec­
toral votes to win the presidency. The parties that follow appear in fewer states 
than needed to win the Electoral College, but could theoretically become elected 
through a major write-in campaign or if no other candidate receives 270 electoral 
votes. The House of Representatives would determine the winner in the latter case.
Independent Party 
Independent-Ecology Party 
Peace and Freedom Party 
Natural Law Party 
President: Ralph Nader 
Vice President: Matt Gonzalez
Green Party 
President: Cynthia McKinney 
Vice President: Rosa Clemente
Constitution Party 
President: Chuck Baldwin 
Vice President: Darrell Castle
Libertarian Party 
President: Bob Barr 
Vice President: Wayne Allyn Root
America’s Independent Party 
American Independent Party 
President: Alan L. Keyes 
Vice President: Wiley Drake
America’s Third Party 
President: David Jon Sponheim
Boston Tea Party 
Personal Choice Party 
President: Charles Jay 
Vice President: Tom Knapp
Sources: BBC, The New York Times, campaign Web sites
Scheduled Elections
-U.S. President
-U.S. House of Representatives
All 435 seats
-U.S. Senate
Regular elections for 33 seats, and 
special mid-term elections for two seats 
-Gubernatorial (State Governor) 
11 states 
-Various state referenda and local elections
Tuesday,
November 4
YOU CAN MAKE
A DIFFERENCE
New American 
Independence Party 
President: Frank McEnulty
Party of Socialism 
and Liberation 
President: Gloria E. LaRiva 
Vice President: Eugene Puryear
Prohibition Party 
President: Gene Amondson 
Vice President: Leroy Pletton
Reform Party 
President: Ted Weill 
Vice President: Frank McEnulty
Socialist Party USA 
President: Brian P. Moore 
Vice President: Stewart Alexander
Socialist Workers Party 
President: Roger Calero
Vice President: Alyson Kennedy
Other Independent Candidates 
Jonathan E. Allen (HeartQuake), Jeffrey FI. 
Boss (Independent), Richard A. Duncan 
(Independent), Bradford Lyttle (U.S. 
Pacifist), John Joseph Polachek (New 
Party), Thomas R. Stevens (Objectivist), 
Jeffrey Wamboldt (We The People)
Associated Press
The Candidates
President: Sen. John McCain (Ariz.) 
Vice President: Gov. Sarah Palin (Alaska) 
The Platform
Financial Crisis: Supported the $700 bil­
lion Wall Street bailout package; however, 
argues that it is not a permanent solution. 
Advocates reform of the financial sector. 
Proposes a $300 billion plan for the gov­
ernment to buy bad mortgages and renego­
tiate them at a reduced price.
Taxes: Favors extending the Bush tax cuts 
through 2010. Would cut taxes for the mid­
dle class by permanently repealing the 
Alternative Minimum Tax. Wants to make 
it harder to raise taxes and believes that a 
3/5 majority vote in Congress should be 
required to raise taxes.
Trade: Is a strong proponent of free trade 
and opponent of tariffs, believes that “free 
trade should be the continuing principle 
that guides this nation’s economy.” 
Senator McCain has also supported 
NAFTA, CAFTA, and other trade agree­
ments, and believes that economic protec­
tionism and Congressional interference in 
trade policy consistently result in failures. 
Iraq: Voted for the 2003 invasion and 
backed the Bush troop escalation. Had said 
U.S. forces should remain in Iraq until the 
country is able to defend itself, but now 
predicts that under his presidency most 
would be withdrawn by 2013.
Afghanistan: Would send three additional 
brigades to Afghanistan and double the 
size of the Afghan army to 160,000, and 
would apply the counter-insurgency tech­
nique being used in Iraq to Afghanistan. 
Says he would appoint an “Afghanistan 
czar” based in the White House who would 
report directly to the president.
Iran: Would focus on trying to get a league 
of democracies to escalate economic sanc­
tions against Iran. Refuses to rule out mil­
itary solution if necessary to prevent a 
nuclear-armed Iran.
Health Care: Has a strong record of sup­
porting health care for military veterans. 
Also favors tax incentives to encourage 
people to get personal health insurance. 
Opposes federally mandated universal 
coverage, and supports health care tax div­
idends for low-income Americans.
Education: Voted for the No Child Left 
Behind Act but believes that it is only the 
first step in education reform. Advocate for 
more charter schools and vouchers 
approved by the local and state school 
boards. Wants to reward good teachers and 
find poor teachers another line of work. 
Immigration: Co-sponsored immigration 
reform legislation, which would have 
increased funding and improved border 
security technology, improved enforce­
ment of existing laws, and provided a legal 
path to citizenship for some illegal immi­
grants. Voted to authorize construction of 
fence along U.S.-Mexico border.
Climate Change: Thinks climate change is 
real and devastating and believes that the 
U.S. should consider joining with every 
other nation in the world to reduce green­
house gas emission.
Abortion: McCain wants to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, opposes abortion rights except 
in cases of rape, incest, and to save the 
mother’s life. Would aid state efforts to 
boost adoption.
The Bottom Line: A Vietnam war hero, 
McCain pledges to uphold his reputation as a 
maverick while protecting national security.
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The Americas Europe
Canada: Canada, EU Launch 
Economic Trade Initiative
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
announced plans Friday, Oct. 17, to coalesce with 
the European Union to form a “comprehensive eco­
nomic agreement,” according to a press statement.
The meeting, which was part of an annual Canada- 
EU Summit, was attended by Harper as well as 
French President Nicholas Sarkozy and European 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso.
Amidst a global economic slowdown, results of a 
recently completed joint study by both Canada and 
the European Union indicated that “liberalized trade 
in goods and services has the potential to boost 
Canada’s economy by $12 billion within seven years 
following the implementation of the agreement.”
Part of the new initiative will include negotiation 
of comprehensive air transport between Canada and 
EU member states. This is not only hoped to 
improve connections between the two financial mar­
kets but also create new opportunity for the air trans­
port sector.
United States: Rice Travels to Mexico 
to Discuss Drug Strategy
The Bush administration sent Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, on 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, in an attempt to signal its alarm 
about Mexico’s rampant drug war. According to The 
New York Times, Rice was sent to attend a two-day 
meeting on improving cross-border cooperation in 
the battle against the drug ring leaders.
The violent clashes occurring in Mexico are seen 
as security threats to Americans, and Rice’s arrival 
was the latest in a series of visits by U.S officials.
The Mexican government’s fight against drug traf­
fickers comes with a substantial risk, because cartel 
leaders have threatened numerous officials engaged 
in the anti-drug campaign. Although the White 
House pushed $400 million in aid for Mexico’s 
antidrug effort through Congress, America is the 
largest market for illegal narcotics in the world.
Bolivia: Andean Trade Act Suspended by U.S.
On Thursday, Oct. 23, the United States 
announced it would suspend its involvement in the 
Andean Trade Preference Act with Bolivia, accord­
ing to The Associated Press.
The announcement was delivered by Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice after tensions have risen 
between the United States and Bolivian President 
Evo Morales regarding enforcing drug laws on coca 
growers within the country.
According to the agreement, U.S. tariffs were to 
be lowered on Andean nations which cooperate with 
the U.S. effort to eradicate drugs. The suspension on 
the agreement will mean heightened tariffs on 
American imports of Bolivian jewelry, textiles, 
wood, and other products.
Many Bolivians feared the suspension was com­
ing after a memorandum released by President 
Bush proposed “to suspend Bolivia’s designation as 
a beneficiary country,’ on Sept. 25. The eradication 
of the trade deal is expected to drain an estimated 
20,000 jobs and $150 million from the Bolivian 
economy per year.
by Brett Corrigan ’09 and 
Mackenzie Mango ’10
Asia
China: Human Rights Activist 
Honored by EU
Human rights activist Hu Jia was honored as 
the recipient of the 2008 Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought by the European 
Parliament on Thursday, Oct. 23, according to 
The New York Times.
The Sakharov Prize, Europe’s most presti­
gious human rights prize, is awarded “to honor 
individuals or organizations for their efforts on 
behalf of human rights and fundamental free­
doms and against oppression and injustice,” 
according to the organization. Sakharov 
sought the release of dissenters in his country 
and emphasized the importance of peaceful 
coexistence and intellectual freedom.
Jia, 35, has been a leading figure on the 
human rights front in China. He is still cur­
rently imprisoned in Beijing following a coun­
trywide crackdown against vocal human rights 
advocates prior to the Olympics.
Last year, he testified via video link at a 
European Parliament hearing regarding the 
human rights situation in China. He was later 
sentenced to three and a half years in prison 
for subversion.
The selection of Jia by the European 
Parliament was also seen as a broader state­
ment that Europe would not practice apathy 
towards the denial of rights in China. In fact, 
the announcement came just as European 
leaders prepared for a weekend summit meet­
ing in Beijing, and was seen as a pointed 
rebuke to China’s ruling Communist Party.
Meanwhile, officials in Beijing released a 
statement saying that Jia’s selection would 
harm relations with the EU. European 
Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso 
was quick to point out to that the current 
economic crisis could not afford a lack of 
communication, saying, “It’s very simple: 
we swim together, or we sink together,” to 
The Associated Press.
France: Putting Stock in Nuclear Energy)
France is building its first nuclear reactor in 10 
years on the coast of Normandy. The reactor is 
expected to cost $5.1 billion. Additionally, 
President Nicolas Sarkozy has announced 
France will build another like it, according to 
The New York Tijnes.
Additionally, Electricite de France (EDF) is in 
the process of buying British Energy, for about 
$24 billion, to renovate Britain’s nuclear plants 
and build new ones.
Currently, nuclear power provides 77 percent of 
France’s electricity.
Germany: Ties With Russia Strengthening
Despite the global financial crisis, the strength 
of the business relationship between Russia and 
Germany is deepening.
Regardless of a downturn in both economies, 
German companies are looking to increase long term 
investments in Russia, according to The New York 
Times. This would increase Germany’s dependence 
and reliance on the centuries-old bond between the 
two nations. Their relationship is centered on 
Germany’s need for Russian oil and natural gas, as 
well as Russia’s desire for capital investment.
German companies’ presence in Russia has 
nearly doubled in five years to more than 4,600.
“The long-term goal is about integrating the 
Russian economy with Europe,” stated Peter 
Danylow, director of the East and Central 
European Association.
Austria: OPEC Cartel to Cut Production
Hit by what it calls “a dramatic collapse” in crude 
prices, the members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) cartel said 
on Friday, Oct. 24, that it would reduce output by a 
whopping 1.5 million barrels 
called on other oil-producing cc 
efforts in order to restore prices to reasonable levels, 
and hopefiilly eliminate fluctuations as well.
OPEC agreed to the cut in an emergency meeting 
at its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. If prices keep 
falling, OPEC’s president, Chakib Khelil, said the 
organization would “definitely” have to reduce pro­
duction again in the near future, according to The 
New York Times.
The slowing global economy has impeded the 
consumption of oil in the United States, Europe and 
Japan. Currently, OPEC’s members control 40 per 
cent of the world’s exports, so they are seeing the 
full impact of the financial crisis at work.
“This slowdown in oil demand is serving to 
exacerbate the situation in a market which has 
been oversupplied with crude for some time,” 
OPEC said in its statement. “Moreover, forecasts 
indicate that the fall in demand will deepen.”
a day. OPEC also 
   ountries to contribute 
Africa
Zimbabwe: Tsvangirai Promises Equality, 
Transparency
Saturday, Oct. 25, marked the beginning of a 
weekend of rallies for the newly designated Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe, Morgan Tsvangirai.
Tsvangirai is President of the Movement for 
Democratic Change, a social democratic party in 
Zimbabwe. He earned the title of Prime Minister 
through a Sept. 15 power-sharing agreement with 
controversially brutal Robert Mugabe, who will 
retain his position as President of Zimbabwe. 
Tsvangirai’s initiation as Prime Minister has been 
set for a date to be determined.
Over the course of the weekend, however, he has 
begun to hold rallies providing feedback to the peo­
ple of Zimbabwe regarding the steps that have been 
taken following the power-sharing settlement.
Tsvangirai maintained his platform for the 
“mandate of the people to govern the country,” 
while holding rallies in Marondera, Rusape, and 
Mutare. He continues to insist upon the “core val­
ues of solidarity, justice, equality, liberty, free­
dom, . . . transparency, and accountability" while 
promoting an open democracy.
Africa: 26-Nation Trade Bloc Formed
According to BBC reports, leaders of three 
African trading blocs announced on Wednesday, 
Oct. 22, plans to create a free trade zone among 
26 African nations.
Collectively the nations who attended the meet­
ing in the Ugandan capital of Kampala boast a 
$624 billion GDP. The three distinct blocs of 
nations which announced plans to collaborate to 
“ease access to markets within the region” are the 
South African Development Community, the East 
African Community, and the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa.
The initiative seemed promising to South 
African President Kgalema Motlanthe who 
expressed hope that Africa would gain more sway 
internationally, explaining that “by coming togeth­
er, the member states will have a strong voice in 
advancing our interests on the international scene.”
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Halloween:
Who Will
You Choose?
by Andy Kowal ’10
Commentary Staff
ENTERTAINMENT
This year, Americans all across the country 
will come together and celebrate something 
that unifies all of us. No, I am not talking 
about voting on Election Day, I am referring, 
of course, to Halloween! All Hallow’s Eve is 
this Friday and I am sure that since it is on a 
weekend that you, as a Providence College 
student, will be out celebrating this sacred 
autumnal tradition. I know that you all cannot 
wait for Halloween but you may be stressing 
over what costume you should wear. You 
want it to be funny—or scary—but original 
and not overtly sketchy. Well, do not fear 
young Friar, I have a few do’s and don’ts for 
Halloween that you should think about 
before you decide on anything. Here are a 
few options:
Pumpkin—Now I know what you are 
thinking: What self-respecting college stu­
dent is going to go out as a pumpkin? Well, 
let me ask you this, what self-respecting col­
lege-student dresses themselves up in cos­
tumes and tries to beg people for candy? You 
are lame either way, even if you go to a party. 
Embrace it; everyone is lame on Halloween. 
If you recognize that, you will have a lot 
more fun. I say pumpkin because inevitably 
someone is going to forget it is Halloween 
until his roommate comes out of the bath­
room wearing clown make-up on a Friday 
night and shockingly reminds him. Pumpkin 
is easy if you have a green hat or pants and an 
orange shirt or sweatshirt. The risk you are 
taking, however, is if someone immediately 
recognizes you as a pumpkin and says it is a 
perfect match. That means you are a fatty and 
your self-esteem goes instantly down five 
pegs. This option should only be a last resort.
Vampire—A classic option, and a good 
one. Just grab a bunch of black clothes, bor­
row some lipstick or something to create 
blood and you are good to go. Luckily 
Halloween is in October when most people 
here will be pale anyway, so you do not even 
need white make-up! If you are one of those 
people that look like they have a tanning bed 
in their dorm room then maybe you should 
stay away from this one. A cape would be 
sweet, so grab a sheet you don’t like very 
much and throw it on. Vampires are awe­
some; it is a nice choice.
Your Friend—Depends on where you are 
going, but if it is a party where almost every­
one knows the person you are trying to 
impersonate, it is a definitely good idea. Your 
friend will laugh, even if it hits a little close to 
home and he is crying inside, but who cares? 
It’s Halloween! Save the drama for your 
mama.
Political Figures—Obviously everyone 
who has seen Saturday Night Live is going to 
think they are Tina Fey and try and imperson­
ate Sarah Palin. It is easy too; just get reading 
glasses, a business suit, and put your hair in a 
bun and you’re good to go. However, if 
everyone goes like this you have lost origi­
nality and are simply a copycat. That is an 
easy fix as you can easily just say you are 
being a sexy librarian.
Halloween is the perfect excuse for stu­
dents to let off a little steam, pretend to be 
someone else for a bit, and just hang out 
with all of your friends who are making 
fools out of themselves as well. When look­
ing for a costume think about originality, 
the funny/scary factor, and also whether 
there is a chance it might be offensive. Go 
big, though. It is an opportunity to show off 
your personality, so go for it. And please do 
not stay in. Go out with your friends, there 
are a limited number of Halloweens left to 
look like a complete idiot and to have it still 
be acceptable.
Candidates Have All the Moves
The day is almost here and McCain and Obama have pulled out all the stops
by Matt Miller ’09
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
At this point I think we get it. John 
McCain is a maverick. Barack Obama is a 
grass-smoking aristocrat. Sarah Palin is a 
hockey mom. Joe Biden is, um, a 
Democrat with solid credentials and great 
posture. What do these four individuals 
have in common? And don’t you dare say 
it’s their membership in the highest tax 
bracket. These three men and one volup­
tuous woman share a responsibility, nay, a 
duty to serve their fellow Americans. They 
have responded to a familiar tap on the 
shoulder. It’s Uncle Sam, back for another 
round. However, this despondent hobo 
ain’t as chipper as he used to be. He has 
lost most of his teeth and just can’t seem to 
keep his trousers from falling down. And 
the above foursome has answered the call 
to help him pick up those darned trousers 
and mayhaps to lend him a belt or length of 
wire in the name of respectability and 
national honor.
At the time of this writing, the presiden­
tial election of 2008 teeters on the horizon, 
a mere eight days away. Obama seems to 
have taken a significant lead in the past 
couple of weeks. The endorsement of Colin 
Powell, a moderate republican with biparti­
san appeal, mitigated the depiction of the 
Democratic candidate as a radical and aloof 
intellectual. Christopher Buckley, son of 
conservative firebrand William F. Buckley, 
recently wrote an article for The Daily 
Beast (an influential blog) in which he
The Absurdity of the Election
by Ben Perry ’10
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
Okay, I know Election Day is just around 
the proverbial comer, and things are starting 
to get a little intense. Who will be our next 
President of the United States of America? 
Well, in the end it doesn’t even matter 
because nothing’s going to change signifi­
cantly. Putting a new politician into office 
doesn’t change the fact that politicians are 
only out to secure their own interests, even 
if they do sugar-coat them for the purposes 
of getting elected. Of course, these politi­
cians feed off their supporters who some­
times can get a little ridiculous. Now that the 
election is rushing closer and closer, some 
crazy things are starting to happen.
First off, in California there is a certain 
brewery holding its own kind of “mock 
election” for President. The Half Moon Bay 
Brewing Company has started marketing a 
type of ale under two labels: “Obama” and 
“McCain.” Customers are encouraged to 
drink the ale with the label of the candidate 
they support. I guess the Obama ale has 
sold about five times as much as the 
McCain ale, but hey, what did you expect? 
The California polls pretty much show the 
same thing. . .or it just means that 
Democrats are bigger drunkards. I mean, 
you never know. According to The 
Associated Press, the director of marketing 
for the company, Wayne Meyer, says “One 
[ale] is light in content, and the other is aged 
a long time.” The mock election they are 
holding is clearly not intended to support 
either candidate, but make fun of both 
equally. I guess that’s not so bad. I mean, I 
feel like both candidates deserve to be made 
fun of equally, seeing as neither of them 
seems to be serious enough to actually run 
mounted an argument for Senator Obama. 
He was subsequently pressured by his 
employer, the notoriously right-leaning 
periodical National Review, to abandon his 
position as the back-page columnist. If cru­
cial members of the Republican coalition 
are jumping ship, would McCain’s vaguely 
liberal stances on a smattering of social 
issues really have the bombastic power 
necessary to sway the undecided masses?
The most frequent doubt expressed 
among those horrified by the prospect of a 
McCain-Palin White House seems to go 
something like this: “That smiley little 
vixen is one coronary away from the Oval 
Office.” While this coarse representation 
seems more a off-colour gripe at individu­
als than a legitimate assertion about a party 
platform, it deserves a moment of our time. 
After all, isn’t the era when the principles 
and initiatives of a presidential hopeful 
mattered buried in a dead past? If the 
American political system places the 
emphasis on charisma and personal appear­
ance (Nixon’s sweaty visage in 1960 being 
a ripe example), I believe it only fair to 
accept those superficial features as our own 
criteria. Many pundits and politicos take 
issue with Obama’s suspicious lack of 
experience and brandish McCain’s extend­
ed love affair with public service. 
However, it appears that the argument for 
experience is counterbalanced by the argu­
ment for a dollop of youthful vigor. 
Personally, I have a difficult time swallow­
ing the notion that decades of involvement 
with a corrupt and ailing bureaucratic 
monolith would provide a politician the 
savvy know-how to lead a nation.
There is a fundamental paradox 
embedded in the landscape of contempo­
a country effectively. Besides, there are cra­
zier things that have been done in the name 
of these particular candidates.
"--------------------------------
I’m glad we live 
in a nation where we 
take pride in true 
democracy. In fact, 
since we often insist 
that pets become 
‘part of the family,’ 
I’m glad we’re giving 
them the right to vote, too.
-------------------------------- "
For example, what about the guy who 
secretly named his baby Sarah McCain 
Palin? Get this—without his wife’s knowl­
edge. His last name isn’t Palin, of course, 
it’s something obscure and ridiculous, but 
now his poor daughter has the name of a 
couple Republican candidates for the 
Presidency. I can’t decide if it would be 
worse for them if McCain lost or won. If he 
loses, then this poor girl is named after a los­
ing ticket, but at least everyone will proba­
bly forget who they were by the time the girl 
gets to schooling age. But if McCain were to 
win, well, at least she was named after the 
winners. . .but everyone is going to know 
that her dad was an idiot. Seriously, who 
names their kid after a politician currently 
running for office? It’s a joke; the guy 
thought he was “getting the word out about 
the campaign.” News flash, buddy: 
Everyone already knows that McCain is 
running for President with Sarah Palin. 
Name your kid Ralph Gonzales Nader or 
something. (Can you believe that guy is still 
running for President? Where does he get 
his money?) Actually, I think you have a 
time period where you can change the name 
rary ideology. During the last 50 years, 
and with an unmatched intensity since 
Sept. 11, 2001, Republicans everywhere 
have celebrated the essential virtue of 
patriotism. In what I cannot help but see 
as a contradiction, they have also advo­
cated across-the-board tax cuts for the 
American people. If a citizen of the 
United States possesses a deep admira­
tion for his country, wouldn’t he also 
want to donate a portion of his weekly 
paycheck toward its continued survival 
and prosperity? As they say, you can’t 
have your cake and eat it too. Whatever 
that means.
While Barack does have a pretty smile, 
I must express a modicum of sympathy 
for the rigorous campaign of Sen. John 
McCain. No matter how many times 
McCain repeats the phrase “I am not 
President Bush,” he seems incapable of 
escaping the ominous cloud of the 
Republican Party. Bush-bashing happens 
to be particularly en vogue at the current 
moment, as people relentlessly whine 
about the perfidious fiasco in Iraq, the 
astronomical deficit, and the quite obvi­
ous osmosis of Church into State. For 
gosh sake, I think it is about time to put a 
stop to the damned east coast-liberal 
establishment-snobbish intellectual-urban 
socialite-bleeding heart rumor mongers. 
We can no longer let those arrogant elit­
ists in New York and Boston shape public 
opinion through media outlets on which 
they have a stranglehold. They tell us to 
despise George Walker Bush and we 
blindly follow them into the moral abyss. 
How do we live with ourselves? And 
more importantly, where in the heck did 
democracy go?
of a child on her birth certificate. I think this 
guy will think about his decision again when 
he has to explain to his wife why their 
daughter is named Sarah McCain Palin.
But now let’s talk about how ridiculous 
our election procedure is getting these days. 
Beth Nudelman in Illinois was probably a 
little bit surprised when she received offi­
cial mail containing voter registration mate­
rial. . .addressed to her dead goldfish (may 
she rest in peace). Seriously? And apparent­
ly, this fish (named Princess Nudelman; I 
don’t know who filled out that envelope but 
I’d think twice about mailing to that name) 
was not the only pet who received voter reg­
istration material in this fine state of Illinois. 
I don’t know about you, but I’m starting to 
doubt the whole process now. I’m glad we 
live in a nation where we pride true democ­
racy. In fact, since we often insist that pets 
become “part of the family,” I’m glad we’re 
giving them the right to vote. Next, I pro­
pose we start polling the animals in zoos to 
predict the candidates’ success. There have 
been some questions brought up in this 
election about the voting registration 
process, and I think this is impetus to really 
look into those claims.
Alright, I know this is kind of a round­
about way of saying it, but really I just hate 
politics. I don’t hate government; I’m not an 
anarchist. I don’t hate authority. I just hate 
how people can’t really say what they 
mean, or mean what they say, or understand 
what anyone else says because they assume 
they meant what you wanted them to mean. 
Remember to vote. I think it’s ridiculous 
and I think we’re being lied to every step of 
the way, but it’s important that you let them 
know that you’re not fooled by the ridicu­
lousness. If you can’t vote for one of the 
candidates, write your own name in. You 
won’t win, but it’s a way of saying “My 
vote counts, but it sure as hell won’t count 
for you''
The CowlcOM MEN TA RY
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Juicy Campus: Your 
Very Own Gossip Girl
by Jenn DiPirro ’12
Commentary Staff
I’m just going to say it: Generation Y 
is essentially a generation of stalkers. If 
Senator McCarthy had been equipped 
with MySpace, Facebook, and the 
countless other “friend­
CAMPUS ship” sites prevalent in 
2008, the red-scare 
would have been a lot 
more interesting. You can learn anything 
you want about just about anyone on the 
Internet. The World Wide Web has 
reached an outrageous level.
Recently my peers (a.k.a. fellow 
stalkers) have stumbled upon a new Web 
site, Juicy Campus. I’m not going to lie, 
I check this Web site like a curious driv­
er scopes out an accident on the high­
way. It is a twisted, morbid curiosity and 
I just can’t get enough of it. However, 
Juicy Campus goes beyond the founda­
tions laid out by its contemporaries; it is 
flat-out frightening. However, like all 
Web sites, it is discovered through word 
of mouth and perhaps that “word” has 
yet to reach you. . .but beware, you may 
find yourself a victim of “the juice.”
How many of you have seen the CW’s 
smash-hit show Gossip Girl? Gossip 
Girl is appointment television for most 
college-aged females. The main con­
flicts in Gossip Girl come from an 
anonymous source in a posh high school 
in Manhattan. “Gossip Girl” never miss­
es a beat, and she publishes all of her hot 
news on her very own blog that all of the 
BlackBerry-brandishing, Lacoste-clad 
rich kids eat for breakfast. The show is 
essentially Mean Girls meets The O.C., 
chock-full of never-ending drama and a 
plethora of high school snobs. I’m not 
quite sure which came first, Gossip Girl 
or Juicy Campus, but both are based on 
the same ideal. Talking trash about your 
classmates without the fear of getting 
called out.
When you log on to Juicy Campus 
you can type in “Providence College,” 
which is among 500 schools covered by 
the site, into the search window. Anyone 
can simply scroll through, read the gos­
sip, have a chuckle and move on with 
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his or her night. However, there are a 
few people that keep Juicy Campus run­
ning, and these are the folks who are 
clearly still enraged about something 
that happened at a party the past week­
end or are bored and procrastinating, 
and decided to post a topic. Topics range 
from such categories as a specific per­
son or something more general like 
“hottest freshman.” Then other gossip 
hounds pile their own fun facts on to the 
rumor-mill.
Some of the posts are light-hearted 
and complimentary; however, some are 
downright raunchy and disrespectful. If 
you are among the many Juicy Campus 
frequenters who feel the need to bash a 
person in such a manner, look out. What 
many of us forget is the one thing that 
could get us all in a lot of trouble some­
day: The Internet is very intelligent. 
Your posts, filled to the brim with the 
wittiest libel your secondary education 
has equipped you with, could potential­
ly be traced back to you. I hate to inform 
you of this, my fellow Internet nerds, 
but libel is illegal. We are all down for 
freedom of speech, but how much is too 
much? Libel is too much. Talking smack 
about another person’s genitalia, person­
al issues, and sexuality is too much. And 
bottom line—who asked you? It’s too 
bad that this site couldn’t have been 
used to do some good, like praising oth­
ers, simply swapping funny stories, or 
giving advice. It is only a matter of time 
before Juicy Campus reaches the federal 
level and is shut down entirely.
Additionally, I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news, but administration will proba­
bly catch wind of the site soon and use 
the IT department to trace the “Internet 
bullying” back to the perpetrators’ com­
puters. Don’t be naive, people, we all 
log in to the Internet using PC-Secure. 
The administration has access to pretty 
much every search we run on our com­
puters and that goes for everyone, 
including Limewire users and porn fans. 
You know who you are. It’s called PC- 
Secure for a reason!
For those of us who have fallen victim 
to Juicy Campus, pay no attention to it.
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A CindeRAYlla Story
by Chris Slavin ’12 
Commentary Staff
I am a Yankee fan. The fact that I am 
writing an article in praise of the Tampa 
Bay Rays is sufficient enough evidence in 
itself that the 2008 Rays are indeed a 
team worthy of such an 
SPORTS article. I realize that if 
you are reading this, 
chances are you are a 
Red Sox fan, so despite recent heartbreak, 
I encourage you to appreciate how 
extraordinary the team that overwhelmed 
both of our teams really is.
It was not overly surprising to see this 
year’s ALCS consist of two AL East 
teams. It was surprising, however, that this 
matchup was not another installment of 
the beloved rivalry between the perennial 
powerhouses of the division, and that the 
usual bottom feeding Rays were partici­
pating in the autumn excitement. Last 
year, the current American League 
Champion Rays were the worst team in 
baseball. Every team had more wins than 
they had and no team had more losses than 
they. Most AL East enthusiasts such as 
myself saw the Rays as nothing more than 
an easy win for the Yanks (and the Sox) 
and a three game set in Tampa usually 
meant a sweep for the visiting team. 
History was a testament to the dismal rep­
utation of this team. They were consistent­
ly one of the worst in the American 
League since their origin in 1998 and had 
never been anything but dead last in the 
East. I could throw statistics and numbers 
of the Rays’ first 10 seasons at you, but all 
of these figures say the same thing; as 
long as the Rays have been a team, they 
have been the worst in baseball.
This was not the case for the Rays of 
2008. After the ’07 season, the team 
dropped the word “Devil” from the front 
of their title and in doing so seemingly rid 
themselves of whatever it was that was 
plaguing the franchise. As we have come 
to see since April, Tampa Bay is far from
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the unthreatening club that baseball once 
knew and Yankees and Red Sox fans once 
loved. This year the Rays finished the reg­
ular season at 97-65, tied for second most 
wins in baseball. They had the best home 
record in the majors at 57-24 and were 
crowned champions of the American 
League East. Now in the World Series, the 
Rays can complete their extraordinary 
campaign of going from worst to first.
Aside from being heavenly for the 
natives of St. Petersburg, Fla., the 2008 
Rays have been magnificent for Major 
League Baseball. Having the second low­
est payroll of all pro teams, the Rays are 
evidence that success in the MLB is not 
restricted to only the wealthy teams. In 
fact, a certain Bronx baseball team has 
more than 4.5 times more money to spend 
on its players than the Rays do. 
Heartbreaking and frustrating for Yankee 
fans, but heartening and inspiring for the 
rest of the league, as championships are 
apparently leaking from the circle of 
financial powerhouses and circulating 
throughout the rest of baseball.
If you are planning on jumping on the 
Rays bandwagon, the time to do it is now. 
The future looks very bright for Tampa 
Bay, as they are not only one of the most 
talented teams in baseball, but also one of 
the youngest. Probable 2008 Rookie of 
the Year Evan Longoria, age 23, plays a 
lead roll in the lineup and is making a 
case to be the face of the franchise. 
Center fielder B.J. Upton, 24, and relief 
pitcher David Price, 23, make upcoming 
seasons look very promising for the 
Rays. Perhaps most disheartening for 
Yankee and Red Sox fans is the fact that 
all of Tampa’s starting rotation is 26- 
years-old or younger.
As difficult as it was for me to write this 
article, and as difficult as it was for most 
of you to read it, I think it was necessary. 
To Phillies fans: I realize that you proba­
bly do not care about the magic of your 
current opponent, but realize that if you do 
lose the series, you lost to a truly histori­
cal team.
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Rumors and Indecency
Taint Political Process www.TheCowl.com
by Alec Gaffney ’10
Guest Commentary
Imagine their surprise: On Oct. 18, the 
approximately 2.4 million residents of 
Northern Virginia awoke to find them­
selves evicted from the ranks of “Real
POLITICS
Virginia.” Not that they 
did anything wrong; in 
fact, the only thing that 
seemed to have changed 
from Oct. 17 to Oct. 18 was the opinion of 
one Nancy Pfotenhauer—a Senior Policy 
Advisor for the McCain Campaign. In 
remarks made to MSNBC’s Kevin Corke, 
Pfotenhauer said that, “I certainly agree 
that Northern Virginia has gone more 
Democratic. . .But the rest of the state— 
real Virginia if you will—I think will be 
very responsive to Senator McCain’s mes­
sage. . .Real Virginia, I take to be, this part 
of the state that’s more Southern in nature, 
if you will.”
“Real Virginia?”
It wouldn’t be a particularly troubling 
remark in and of itself had it not come in 
the midst of others just like it. Speaking 
to a crowd in Greensboro, North Carolina 
on Oct. 16, vice presidential nominee 
Sarah Palin said, “We believe that the best 
of America is in the small towns that we 
get to visit, and in the wonderful little 
pockets of what I call the real America, 
being here with all of you hard-working, 
very patriotic, very pro-America areas of 
this great nation.”
“Pro-America?”
Congressional Representative Michele 
Bachmann (R-Mich.) joined the chorus 
on Oct. 17, remarking that, “I don’t think 
it’s geography. I think it is people who 
don’t like America, who detest America 
and. . .you’ll find them in all walks of life 
all throughout America.”
“What I would say is that the news 
media should do a penetrating expose and. 
. .take a great look at the views of the peo­
ple in Congress and find out, are they pro- 
America or anti-America?”
“Real Virginia?” “Pro-America?” Media 
investigations into Congress? Who ush­
ered in the new era of McCarthyism?
Whoever it was, it certainly didn’t start 
this week. It’s been going on for months, 
as whisper campaigns sought to portray
Where Boys Fear to Tread
by Chris Stadolnik ’10
A&E Staff
Women’s issues have been, especially in 
this past quarter century, an extremely sen­
sitive subject. These issues have been 
shown deservedly serious attention by out­
spoken advocates for 
women’s rights, female 
victims of abuse and CAMPUS
friends and family of 
abuse victims. But most men remain under­
standably uncomfortable discussing what 
they believe to be issues that they may not 
properly speak about.
I will admit to feeling like an interloper 
when walking into the Women Will 
Domestic Violence Awareness Vigil. But, 
much to my delight, my presence did not 
seem to incite the natives to restlessness. 
Katherine Dyson ’09, who planned and invit­
ed me to cover the event, made sure to see 
me at ease. The group’s president, Whitney 
Henderson ’09, was adamant that Women 
Will wished to see more male students par­
ticipate in their events. But despite the 
warmth of my reception, fears still lingered 
within me of how the evening could develop. 
This was, after all, a domestic violence 
awareness vigil. Stories about a man beating 
a woman would certainly be told. Strong 
feelings would be elicited. Tensions would 
run high. The interloper would be recog­
nized. I was certain there would be a reprisal.
The evening began with the recounting of 
the personal experiences of Detective Tori 
Heaton, a victim of abuse and officer in the 
certain candidates as being of a different 
religion, as though that alone would dis­
qualify them from being able to hold the 
office. It’s been going on for months as 
people remarked that a candidate’s name 
sounded too foreign, as though that person 
was some sort of Manchurian candidate. 
It’s been taking the form of the politics of 
association, as if by knowing a person we 
are but a carbon copy of hid views. And 
recently, it’s been taking the face of the old 
McCarthyism. Candidates are too liberal, 
too radical, not patriotic enough, too 
socialist.
At the point at which we lower our pol­
itics, dialogue, and civility to accusations 
about our patriotism, motives, and com­
mitment, we walk down a dangerous road. 
Every time a candidate claims that he puts 
his “country first,” inferring that the other 
candidate would somehow put his country 
last, it is an insult to our democracy. Every 
time a candidate states that one part of the 
country is more worthy of the name, 
“America,” it is an insult to the people of 
this nation. Every time the media lam­
bastes a candidate for not wearing a flag 
pin, it’s an insult to our true patriots. And 
every time either campaign insinuates that 
a candidate is “socialist,” and “palling 
around with terrorists,” it’s quite frankly 
an insult to the intelligence of the 
American people.
We’ve seen this type of politics before. 
We know where it leads, and we know the 
casualties it can cause. It’s why some 
fringe members of one candidate’s rallies 
are shouting for the other candidate to be 
assassinated, and it’s why the entire 
American electorate is feeling increasingly 
disheartened at our political process.
This country needs a new leader, to be 
sure. But what it needs most is a return to 
civil discourse—the ability to disagree 
with our political opponents without the 
rampant chastisement or belittlement of 
their ideas. It needs the recognition that no 
matter our politics, we are not “anti- 
American,” but in simple disagreement 
over the direction of our country. It needs 
to remember that a “liberal” policy is not 
Socialist, just as a “conservative” policy is 
not Fascist, and a “Libertarian” policy is 
not a step towards anarchy.
What this country needs is decency. It 
needs it sorely, and soon.
Cranston R.I. P.D. This year is Detective 
Heaton’s fourth time speaking at this annual 
event at PC. Her story of spousal abuse 
grabbed national attention in a 48 Hours spe­
cial nine years ago. The unique nature of the 
circumstances was that Tori’s then-husband 
was a fellow police officer.
Heaton was candid during her post-pres­
entation Q&A session, answering some 
tough and other, quite frankly, absurd 
questions. Tori, still attached to the same 
police department that she and her ex-hus­
band worked in, is currently involved in 
SOAR (Sisters Overcoming Abusive 
Relationships), a “task force” of abuse vic­
tims dedicated to “educat[ing]...and 
working] collectively to change systems 
that oppress and ignore the many faces and 
dangers of domestic violence abuse.
The evening concluded with a perform­
ance of original music by Marisa Massery 
‘09 (vocals) and Bob Pfander ’09 (guitar). 
After their performance the group broke 
camp. Informational material was provided, 
made available by SOAR, Tori Heaton, 
Sojumer House, and Women Will. The turn 
out was better than the group had initially 
anticipated. All who participated seemed 
genuinely pleased with the result. I must 
admit that my impressions of the evening 
were generally wrong. The Women Will 
members and supporters are genuinely invit­
ing people. Their events are worth going to, 
at least once, even if you are a man. You will 
certainly benefit from the information and it 
may very well benefit an important woman 
in your life (mother, sister, girlfriend, friend, 
et al.) someday.
Tangents and Tirades
A-I-Greedy. The phrase “Wall Street greed” has been thrown around a lot lately, and 
nowhere is this more true than in the case of AIG whose recent policies have shown utter 
disregard for decency or propriety even in light of the government bailout. For example, as 
Reuters reports, last month AIG footed the bill for a $440,000 weeklong retreat for top-per­
forming insurance agents. Moreover, top executives such as former CEO Martin Sullivan, 
former Financial Products Head Joseph Cassano, and Chief Financial Officer Stephen 
Bensinger were slated to receive bonuses and severance payments totaling $64 million. In 
fact, it took an investigation by the New York State attorney general’s office to prevent the 
bonuses from being granted. To add insult to injury, these three men are almost exclusively 
at fault for driving AIG into the ground. The blatant greed and hubris in AIG’s actions are 
typical of the greed and short-sightedness that caused the current financial crisis, which now 
requires a bailout shouldered by taxpayers.—Andrew Sparks ’09
It’s not you... You know what annoys me? Everything. That’s why I walk around listen­
ing to my iPod. It’s not you, it’s me. (Honestly, that’s the only time I’ve ever said that and 
meant it.) It’s not that I don’t want to talk to you. It’s just, I’d probably get awkward and state 
something completely random, not pertaining to the subject on which we were just commis­
erating. “Hey, my best friend from home got arrested this weekend,” for example. I’d like to 
have a normal conversation. (Whatever that is.) Instead I’m forced to listen to my music. I’m 
not trying to be cool. Believe me, I reserved for myself the fact that I’m not cool a long, long 
time ago. I’m not trying to be different; I just think it’s better off this way. Besides, I’d much 
rather be that kid who listens to his iPod around campus than that kid who always wears 
those stupid argyle sweaters.—Mike Pettinari ’09
What’s the big deal about liturgical music? Music, after all, is just a matter of taste. 
Isn’t good music just the kind that makes you feel good about church? On the contrary, litur­
gical music is an integral part of Mass, and that makes it a very big deal indeed. We do not 
worship for our sake, but for God’s. All too often in today’s Church, God has been neutered 
by new pronouns, and the music itself has been refashioned along the lines of New Coke: just 
dump a few more tons of sugar into the vat. There is an ancient theological maxim, “lex oran- 
di lex credendi [what we pray is what we believe],” which explains how these cloying carols 
have contributed to a decline in parishioners, a decline in orthodoxy, and a decline in young 
men willing to heed a call to the priesthood. I am not suggesting that growing up on a steady 
diet of Gregory Norbet and the St. Louis Jesuits precludes the possibility of being a devout 
Catholic—but it certainly makes it harder. We have access to a dozen centuries of Bach, 
Mozart, Gregorian chant, and more—music which truly elevates the soul. Why in God’s 
name would we cast it aside in favor of elevator music?—Jeremiah Begley ’10
Teaching and voting in California. On Nov. 4, Californians will vote on Proposition 
8, an initiative that will define marriage in the state as restricted to a man and a woman. 
To defeat the proposal, the “No on Proposition 8” campaign has raised approximately $3 
million. Of that amount, $1.25 million has come from the California Teachers Association, 
with the union donating $1 million last week. Such behavior reveals a terrible truth about 
modem left-wing organizations like the CTA and its parent group the National Education 
Association. While liberals like to portray themselves as the party of the young, weak and 
oppressed, such grand ideals take a back seat when it comes to the destruction of tradi­
tional values. This is clearly the case here. As The Wall Street Journal reports, “The high 
school dropout rate is one in four in California and one in three in the Los Angeles public 
school system, odds that worsen considerably among black and Hispanic children.” 
Instead of dedicating themselves to the hiring of better teachers, competitiveness in pub­
lic schools, and decreasing the dropout rate, the teachers union has put its treasure where 
its heart truly lies, in destroying traditional marriage. The elimination of any reference to 
God in the classroom years ago was only the beginning of a world turned upside down in 
the public schools.—Mark Scirocco ’10
That sweet smell of home. Has it ever occurred to you that there could be one common 
smell that can be smelled by everyone around, and mean something completely different to 
everyone? The certain smell I am talking about is firewood. It seems like most people here at 
this school, upon the smell of burning wood, relate the smell to their “home.” Now the gener­
ic concept of home is always felt differently among people. The smell of burning wood 
reminds me of a fall afternoon after a soccer game in my hometown of Ashbumham, MA, 
while burning wood to someone else will mean something completely different. But the inter­
esting thing is that there is one smell that can make everyone around think of a common con­
cept; however, upon thinking of the concept, the idea of home becomes individualized to 
everyone while based on personal experience. It could be that burning wood is a universal 
smell for home that everyone can relate to, although no two people will think of the same 
thing. The Water Fire in Providence is an example of this. Apart from being overly congest­
ed, inconvenient, and downright dirty, Water Fire is always packed with people that love to 
look at burning wood floating on water. In and of itself—nothing special. But when the smell 
of burning wood reaches people, memories of home flood the gates and allow people to 
escape their cunent reality. If it weren’t for this feeling of home, would the Water-Fire that 
has made Providence popular still be around?—Jeff Gahan ’ll
Juicy: Gossip Spreads 
on Popular Web Site
continued from page 12:
The people who write on this site clear­
ly do not have the guts to address you to 
your face and you should be honored to 
have such an intimidating presence. It’s 
kind of like what Mom always said: 
“Sticks and stones may break my bones 
but names will never hurt me.” Honestly 
you should be slightly flattered that you 
have been mentioned, it means that 
you’re worth noticing. Some people are 
slightly discouraged when they do not 
see their name pop up, but I am of the 
belief that no news is good news. Until 
next time, give ‘em something to talk 
about, “XOXO. You know you love me, 
Gossip Girl.”
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Who do you wish was running for 
President?
“Chuck Norris.”
Caroline O’Shea ’12
“Blanche from Ray.”
John Tunney ’09, Katie Meyer ’09
“Lindsay Lohan”
Meaghan Gelislinger ’10, Jessica Harrison ’10, Kimbery Utz ’10
“Myself...! could definitely run the country!”
Emily Beauclair ’09
“Michael Jordan.”
Dan Martin ’ll, Chris Harvey ’ll
“I thought I was the President!” 
-Reverend Brian J. Shanley, O.P.
taw* aa xooetyre
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Fellow Friars,
Halloween is mere hours away! While I’m sure you’re all on the edged your seats in the library, laboriously creating study 
 guides and grinding out papers as the frightful season of midterms concludes, take a minute to embrace fall’s gift. Tomorrow, profes-
sors across the campus will preface their lectures with eyes turned up towards the ceiling, muttering some clever tidbit about how you’re
more likely to go trick-or-treating for Bud Light than Milky Ways tonight. Your theology professor has probably already offered you the “real His- 
 lory” of AB Hallow’s Eve fraught with suspect phrases like “Florentine calendar,” “Pope Gregory IV,” and “Reeses-inspired love handles.” 
 Instead, I encourage you to embrace the simpler version of Halloween which Madison Avenue has so thoughtfully prepared for us, the American 
 consuming public. You work hard at school You post on ANGEL And gosh darn it you read for Civ seminar this week—because you wanted to, not just 
because during the last Descartes lecture you calculated how much each class costs and figured your parents would reason: “I pay a ridiculous amount of 
money; therefore, you learn.”
So treat yourself. Take a moment at some point this weekend to frolic in the autumn meadow of your sugar-fueled youth. Before you start picking a 
 worthless fight at a late night with the leggy junior in the Sarah Palin costae, focus on the simple pleasures (not the simple-minded). Here at The  
 Cowl, the Arts and Entertainment section has highlighted some particular Halloween traditions for you to consider. We made this because we love  
you, because we love commercialized pagan holidays, and because we apparently love awkwardly holding pumpkins on my front porch.
 Wishing you a Halloween happier than the fake smile you’ll use for all those JRW pictures next weekend,
[ i,.. . j
A Search for Famous Phantoms in the Renaissance City
by Chris Stadolnik ’10
A&E Staff
Disclaimer: The Roman Catholic 
Church officially recognizes that the souls 
of the deceased are not bound to earth. The 
Holy (Ghost) Spirit is not a “ghost.” His 
Anglicized name was changed because it 
was not the most faithful translation from 
the Latin, Spiritus Sancti (and because 
“ghosts” generally scare the children that 
we can’t afford to lose these days). So all 
of you who are in communion with the 
Holy See may relax. Ghost stories are fic­
tion, unlike the Bible. That is real...
The air is crisp. The leaves are just now 
beginning to turn color. The days are 
becoming shorter and the nights are grow­
ing longer. What, then, are you to do with 
this extra “nightlife?” The Providence 
Ghost Tour is a perfect way to spend a cou­
ple of hours of an autumn evening.
The PGT is entering its third season of 
operation this year. Its tours run nightly 
through the month of October, beginning 
promptly at 7:00 p.m. in Prospect Park, 
and by special engagement in the first 
two weeks of November. The rates are 
reasonable for an event of its kind: $15 
per person if the tickets are bought from 
the tour guide the night of the tour, or $ 12 
per person if the tickets are ordered 
online. Online purchases are fast and 
simple. All major credit cards are accept­
ed and the tickets are printable. They 
may be ordered the afternoon of the tour, 
though it must be before 5:00p.m. And 
with online purchases, you are guaran­
teed admittance to the tour whereas with 
a “walk-up” you are only afforded admit­
tance if the size of the group permits.
The tour route covers about a mile or 
two of real estate on the East Side of 
Providence. The East Side is built upon a 
hill. The grade is steep. And as with every 
other city in this state, the roads and side­
walks are in disrepair. Appropriate 
footwear (not flip-flops) is a necessity, else 
you will spend the entire evening in agony. 
The excursion is a brisk constitutional 
through our city’s historic neighborhoods, 
if nothing else.
Tour guide Dave (or “Dave the Hat” as 
he was affectionately known by the 
evening’s end) began the expedition with a 
dramatic monologue on the history of 
Prospect Park. He provided the group with 
a detailed description of the exhumation of 
the corpse of our fair state’s father, Roger 
Williams, and his reburial under the bronze 
statue of himself in the park overlooking 
the city. It was wonderfully gory, grue­
some, and grotesque.
The reaction of photographer Sara 
Spirito ’ll was simply: “I already don’t 
like this.”
Dave related volumes of long forgotten 
Providence lore. There were tales of homi­
cide, unexplained disappearing/reappear- 
ing pools of blood, malevolent polter­
geists, mysterious accidental deaths, and 
gruesome scenes in Revolutionary War era 
hospitals. Some of the poltergeists that 
haunt the halls at RISD and Brown 
University are thought to be responsible 
for half a dozen homicides, by those 
inclined to belief in the paranormal.
Spirito’s reaction: “Be nice. Don’t piss 
off the ghosts.”
The tour also contained a number of 
nuggets of macabre Providence history. 
Dave the Hat told the group that the Brown
Touring the East Side brought Stadolnik ’10 to some haunting conclusions.
library houses three unique volumes in its 
collection. These tomes, one of which is 
ironically enough a human anatomy book, 
are bound in human flesh. Dave said that 
the mortality rate was so high, and demand 
for leather so great, that “you might as well 
make some good use of [the corpses] and 
bind some books with them.”
The “legends” portion of the tour con­
sisted of the folklore surrounding a whole 
array of spirits purportedly haunting the 
Brown and RISD dormitories. There are, 
supposedly, ghosts that pelt students with 
pennies while they are showering (frankly, 
I am surprised those kids know what pen­
nies are). Dave could not more emphatical­
ly stress that these were unsubstantiated 
legends, and in no way endorsed as fact by 
the Providence Ghost Tour. The tales were 
included “simply for their entertainment
value.” (I guess it isn’t good for you to 
breathe in paint thinner all day long, no 
matter how much macrobiotic soy casse­
role you eat afterward, is it RISD kids?)
The tour ended where it began, Prospect 
Park, with a dramatic oration of the last 
two stanzas of Poe’s “The Raven.”
Spirito’s final reaction: “Dave the Hat 
is foxy.”
Sadly, we did not see or photograph any 
“ghosts” but we did get a wonderful lesson in 
Providence history and had an enjoyable 
evening roving around the East Side at night. 
The Providence Ghost Tour is an enjoyable 
way to spend an evening with a group of 
friends or a good event to take a date for a 
unique experience, if you can scare one up. 
Information about dates and tickets is avail­
able on Providence Ghost Tour’s Web site, 
www.providenceghosttour.com.
Sara 
Spirito 
'11/The 
Cowl
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by John Vaghi ’10 
Associate Editor-in-Chief 
by Lindsey Sheehan ’ll
A&E Staff
Vaghi: Fall River, Mass., sounds like a 
spooky place to begin with (up there with 
Salem, Castle Rock, and Whoville [with 
that meddling grinch]), so it’s not a surprise 
that one of New England’s premiere haunt­
ed houses would reside in a city with such 
an ominous ring. Obviously Fall River’s 
Factory of Terror is more of a children’s 
novelty, as adults (flaunting their lofty con­
cept of maturity) are keener to the fact that 
the actual evils of the world are more terri- 
tying than a guy in a hockey 
mask and prone to an organized 
existence where evil lurks 
rather than pops. For college 
students, innocence was 
always something of a losing 
battle, but, riding on a whim 
of childlike nostalgia, we 
took up our likelihood to 
folly and marched along to 
the Factory of Terror with 
hopes that structure had 
lost itself in our dissent.
Lindsey: The build­
ing looks like an 
actual run-down 
factory from the JOHN VAGHI ’ 1 0/The Cowl
C.W.’S COSTUME TIPS
Because Friends Don’t Let Friends Dress As a Playboy Bunny
by C.W. Tompkins ’09 
A&E Asst. Editor
Outside the traditional scope of 
Halloween there is a celebratory subcul­
ture. It is a lot like the island of the Wicker 
Man. The college demographic has 
retained some twisted pagan ideals that I 
think the Druids would be especially proud 
of. We move in a unique purgatory 
between the innocence of childhood trick 
or treating and a traditional adult sensibili­
ty that is reflected best in the costumes we 
choose to wear on the Day of the Dead. 
Though I respect and admire our own 
crude way of celebrating Halloween there 
are a few errors our age group perennially 
makes. We owe it to our goat sacrificing 
ancestors to choose costumes that reflect 
our distinctive world view and represent 
an unhinged moral dissention while 
remaining somewhat smart in the process.
The number one rule to costuming is to 
remain original and creative at all costs. No 
one wants to see the full Jack Sparrow cos­
tume they spied in the Hot Topic window. If 
you are going to buy a full unaltered cos­
tume it better be a child’s Batman or 
Spiderman deal that looks ridiculous on the 
full-grown male physique. Making some­
thing is the best way to go, or perhaps just 
gathering accessories, a blonde mullet with 
a monocle and a belly shirt works well; not 
quite sure what it is but it’s deranged 
enough to pass and could make for a great 
icebreaker at a party.
Face paint can always add that little 
something you need. No one wants to con­
ceal their entire face with a mask but if the 
accentuation is necessary, for instance 
when going for the Indian costume, that 
little bit of tribal thunder can make or 
break the ensemble.
The group effort is always a good way 
to go. This way you can offset a normally 
pathetic and complicated preparation 
process with a social activity. Try to stay 
away from doing the band thing though. 
The Beatles and Kiss are overdone, so 
unless you and your buds can put together 
a really good Gwar collection try some­
thing better, like the sperm and egg deal. 
outside, and I couldn’t help but notice the 
police officer stationed by the line. At first, 
I thought he was a part of the show, but 
then put two and two together: the sketchy 
environment plus a haunted factory is not 
really Disneyland but something closer to a 
psycho’s hang out. Yeah, don’t go in with a 
group of people you do not know. The actu­
al greeter stared us down as we waited for 
our entry into a building with no exit. Don’t 
ask him any questions or else he will insist 
on slamming his crow bar against the ply 
wood. I’m not going to lie, I peed a little.
Vaghi: Waiting in the line to get into the 
Factory, we were graced with many of 
those great B-list horror movies that made
the ’50s and ’60s such 
an infamous and
absurdly awesome time. 
Classics like The
Alligator People and 
King Kong (“Not since 
King Kong. . . has the 
screen exploded with 
such mighty fury and 
spectacle!”) played on a 
shoddy projector screen 
before you entered.
Lindsey: From there, our 
group of five people paid 
and began our journey. The 
price was a bit absurd ($17); 
I would have been just as ter­
You just need a fat friend who is comfort­
able with his weight problem. Or if you’re 
really adventurous and strapped for funds 
it is possible to do a hilarious Huey, 
Dewey, and Louie. You just need to be 
comfortable not wearing pants for an 
entire evening.
Conceptual ideas worry me the most. 
If you’re strapped for time and your 
name is Peter don’t run out the door half- 
cocked with a frying pan. No one is 
going to think your rendition of Peter Pan 
is funny. And if I see a guy with a leaf 
duct taped to his Bo-Sox cap I’m going to 
punch him in the gut before he can tell 
me that he is a leaf blower. Boo, sir!
Alcohol-related content is also very frus­
trating. Duff Man in person is ten times 
more obnoxious than on television. We get 
it, you like booze. I couldn’t figure that out 
by looking at that red Solo cup in your hand.
Also, everyone that plans on actually 
trying this Halloween, let it be known that 
there is a fine line between original and 
unrecognizable. Green Man (from It’s 
Always Sunny in Philadelphia) is original 
and hilarious. Spaghett (from Tim and Eric 
Awesome Show, Great Job) is going to go 
over people’s heads. I would appreciate it  
but 90 percent of real people wouldn’t get 
it (we call that the Denis Miller effect).
Something I haven’t ever been able to 
square is the revealing female garb. The 
idea is conflicting. Dressing as a slutty 
nurse is not original, however, the idea is 
in keeping with the nature of the holiday. 
It’s about letting go and throwing your dis­
cretions to the wind and cutting loose and 
all that crap. So I am going to have to take 
it on a case by case basis. If you buy the  
costume it’s not awesome and if you stick 
your boobs in my face it’s also not awe-  
some. Girls always say that it’s the one day  
of the year when you don’t have to worry 
about people talking about your clothing 
choice. This is a common misconception. 
Everybody talks about you, just not to your 
face. So if you’re going to go the slutty 
route, be original and don’t get into char­
acter too much. Try princess Leia or a 
character from the movie Tron. And NO 
FRIGGIN BUNNY EARS PLEASE! 
rifled by being locked in a dark room and 
having men with no teeth talking in psy­
chedelic clown voices for two dollars. Then 
again, I am afraid of the dark, and men with 
no teeth. Sparknotes version: men in masks 
jumping out at you in the pitch dark, a typ­
ical haunted house. What was not typical, 
though, was the color tunnel. I don’t know 
what it’s called, but one of the rooms is a 
spinning tunnel that makes you feel like 
you’re loaded on every drug imaginable. It 
felt like the walkway was moving around 
the room. We would have been out of the 
factory ten minutes sooner if it wasn’t for 
our friend who insisted on staying in the 
tunnel to try to figure out if it was him or 
the room that was actually moving.
Vaghi: The spinny tunnel was the physical 
form of the greatest optical illusion ever 
crafted, but other than that, all I remember 
was that there were at least seven different 
actors dressed up in Michael Myers cos­
tumes. Every time I saw one of those 
mechanically eerie ghosts, the way I felt 
almost exactly paralleled the way I felt about 
the Halloween movies. The first two were 
really effective, but the third one didn’t 
make any sense and was tragically out of 
context. The fourth, fifth, and sixth were rel­
atively creepy but tiring and by the time the 
sixth and seventh doppelgangers strolled by, 
the act was old, Donald Pleasance was dead, 
and Jamie Lee Curtis was like a 50-year-old 
mother. Leave her alone already.
by Neil Andrew Francisco ’10
A&E Staff
Everyone has their favorite television 
programs. I’m sure around holidays those 
programs even have holiday specials. I 
know most programs have Christmas spe­
cials or Thanksgiving specials, but what 
about Halloween? It has to be one of the 
greatest, if not the greatest, pagan holiday. 
It’s a day when we all get to dress up and be 
someone or something else and not be 
judged about it. If you’d rather stay home 
than go trick-or-treating, why don’t you sit 
back and find some way to watch these 
episodes online:
How I Met Your Mother/ “The Slutty 
Pumpkin”
If you haven’t taken the wonderful 
opportunity to watch this show, you’re 
missing out. This is probably by far my 
favorite television show right now. The best 
part about this show is that Neil Patrick 
Harris (yeah, Doogie Hauser) plays a wom­
anizing playboy (two points if you get the 
irony about that). Thanks to NPH’s charac­
ter, I’ve got this new outlook on life where 
I finally realize how awesome I am.
This Halloween special follows the sit­
com’s main character, Ted Mosby, in his 
quest to find his true love. The episode is 
called “The Slutty Pumpkin” because 
Mosby has been stalking this girl he met a 
few years back wearing a pumpkin outfit 
every Halloween. Upon talking to her, the 
two instantly clicked and exchanged num­
bers. Mosby, however, loses the number 
and never gets the chance to see her again. 
It is an episode in the show’s first season, 
which I highly recommend to anyone who 
wants a laugh. You also get to see Barney 
(NPH) tty to score with the same girl using 
three different costumes.
Lindsey: The scariest part was how each 
person stayed in character even when we 
couldn’t figure out how to leave. All they 
had to do was point to the exit, but the 
clowns insisted on messing with us as long 
as possible in the foggy room. I couldn’t 
tell if they were faking their clown-like 
voices or if it was natural that they sound­
ed like 60-year-olds ready to croak at any 
moment because they smoked six packs of 
cigarettes a day. Lesson: if you don’t want 
them to follow you, don’t scream. The 
more you scream the more they will mess 
with you. I guess I shouldn’t be surprised 
that I woke up the next day with a sore 
throat, but one of my brave companions 
ahead of me had a headache. Not everyone 
thought it was scream-worthy. However, 
we each left with a story, whether it was the 
chainsaw guy’s cool tattoo, the trippy spin­
ning room, a stretched shirt because some 
obnoxious girl was pulling on it for dear 
life (sorry), or the adrenaline rush of 
walking through pitch black darkness. 
The color tunnel made the price and the 
thought of our car being broken into 
worth the adventure.
Vaghi: I always try to look my best before 
I go to sleep just in case I run into any cute 
girls in my dreams. That night, though, I 
slept with an old Civ textbook so that in 
case I ran into Michael Myers again I could 
at least bore myself awake.
The Office I “Halloween”
Let’s be serious here, if you’re reading 
this section of The Cowl and you don’t 
know what The Office is, you’ve been 
locked in Fennell or Dore for way too long 
(no offense). But let’s be serious now; this 
isn’t one of the world’s greatest Halloween 
specials, but it’s The Office, one of today’s 
best television shows. In a business where 
reality shows take over, The Office really 
makes a name for itself being a fictional 
and scripted documentary.
“Halloween” didn’t make too many ref­
erences to All Hallow’s Eve, but it’s still a 
pretty funny episode featuring one of Jim 
and Pam’s infamous pranks on Dwight; 
Jim is dressed as a three-hole punched ver­
sion of Jim, Dwight is a monk—I mean a 
Sith Lord—and Pam is the most beautiful­
ly conservative cat ever.
On a side note, B.J Novak, writer and 
co-executive producer for The Office, is 
coming to Providence College on Nov. 21, 
2008, sponsored by the Board of 
Programmers.
It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!
Ever since Dr. Peach brought up Alvin 
Plantinga’s Great Pumpkin objection in 
class last year, I have reformed my philo­
sophical thinking when it comes to 
Charlie Brown. I’ve always had a soft 
spot for Charlie and the rest of the 
Peanuts gang, but this 1966 TV special 
will undoubtedly be the one that touches 
my heart the most. The scene where 
Linus writes the letter to the Great 
Pumpkin is where it hits hard, because 
I’ve never seen a kid with so much hope 
in things unseen before. It makes me glad 
to be a rationalist over an empiricist, as 
well as a guy with hopes and dreams just 
like everyone else.
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Sarah Bidinger '09 Visits Boston's Pumpkin Festival and 
Finds Everything But Ordinary Jack-O-Lantems
by Sarah Bidinger ’09 
A&E Staff
Saturday, the Oct. 18, seemed like your 
average fall day. Well at least, your aver­
age fall day anywhere but Rhode Island. 
See, it was actually sunny. After three 
years of frigid monsoons and soggy leaves, 
we’re finally in the midst of a New 
England fall that vaguely resembles the 
season that’s been forming in my imagina­
tion since fresliman year. As the late-after- 
noon sun filtered red and orange through 
the leaves, I donned a hat and scarf and 
piled with my friends into the car. We 
turned up the tunes and started the trek to 
the Boston Pumpkin Festival, an annual 
event (which also occurs in Maine and 
New York City) to raise money for Camp 
Sunshine, a refuge for families with a child 
battling life-threatening illnesses. The draw 
of the festival: trying to break the Guinness 
Book of World Records for the greatest 
number of jack-o’-lanterns in one place.
We parked at a T stop and were shocked 
to find a dependable form of public trans­
portation (thank you. RIPTA). Darkness 
was falling as we bounded up the stairs 
into the Boston Common, imagining flick­
ering jack-o'-lanterns as far as the eye 
could see. happy people giving out candy, 
a veritable plethora of pumpkin joy. The 
park was actually quite dark, and rather 
empty. We walked, walked, and walked 
some more around the Common, looking 
for those pumpkins. We ran towards some 
flickering orange lights, only to find that 
they were coming from cars driving by.
We hung our heads and dejectedly 
dragged our feet. We were contemplating 
sitting and crying or running through a
Creatively-carved pumpkins took overBoston in 
an attempt to break the Guinness World Record.
gazebo and re-enacting a scene from The 
Sound of Music, when a girl walked by us, 
carrying a jack-o’-lantern. There were five 
instantaneous double-takes; “Hey! Where’d 
you get that pumpkin?” we shouted. “I stole 
it from the pumpkin festival!” “Where’s 
that?” “City Hall Plaza!” There is a moral to 
this story: pumpkin theft is sometimes for 
the sake of the greater good. If your jack-o’- 
lantern ever goes missing, take comfort in 
the fact that somewhere, five girls are prob­
ably very happy.
A new bounce in our step, we traipsed 
over to the Plaza. Still blocks away, we 
saw a sight worth all the sadness we’d just 
endured: a skyscraper of jack-o’-lantems 
sparkling and glowing in the distance. I 
don’t know exactly what I had imagined 
when I thought of 15,000 pumpkins, but it 
certainly was not this fantastically huge 
tower of lit pumpkins. Even from blocks 
away, the Halloween smell of votive can­
dles and pumpkins warmed the crisp air. 
We arrived just as the Ultrasonic Rock 
Orchestra, a group of 23 leather- 
pants-wearing 40-somethings 
who thoroughly enjoy their exis­
tence as a Queen cover band, 
were taking the stage.
Once our awe for the pumpkin 
sky scraper had toned down a bit, 
we realized this was only a frac­
tion of the festival. The pump- 
kin-carving station that had been 
open all day was scraping pump­
kin gook off the tables, but the 
ice cream, balloon, and face­
painting vendors were still open 
for business. We wove our way 
through a glowing jack-o’- 
lantern maze, then explored the 
rest of the Plaza. Every step, pillar, and 
planter was bedecked with pumpkins. 
Besides every possible variation on the 
typical jack-o’-lantern, there were political 
pumpkins (glowing and eerily perfect ren­
ditions of the presidential hopefuls is 
slightly unsettling), Yankees pumpkins. 
anti-Yankees pumpkins, and. of course. 
Red Sox pumpkins. Every college in 
Boston was represented: there were plenty 
of mascots and Greek letters, along with 
several nerdy-looking pumpkins carved 
with complicated chemical formulas 
which could only be from M.I.T. We found 
three pumpkins stacked on top of each 
other and carved like a snowman, along 
with island scenes, peace signs, suns, flow­
ers, haunted houses, cats, dogs, and the 
unanimous favorite, the outline of a boy 
and girl holding hands, surrounded by 
glowing hearts. Toddlers wearing super­
hero costumes were milling about along­
side parents, grandparents, and great­
grandparents. It seemed that all of Boston 
had turned out to see this amazing feat of, 
well, pumpkin-ness.
We’d worked up quite an appetite by the 
time we’d had our fill of pumpkins, and 
made our way over to the Cauldron Cafe. 
Burgers and ‘dogs in hand, we were swal­
lowed into the crowd around the 
Ultrasonic Rock Orchestra, dancing and 
belting out “Bohemian Rhapsody.” At the 
end of the festival, the organizers encour­
aged everyone to take a pumpkin home, 
and we were all too willing. We brought 
back the biggest jack-o’-lantems we could 
carry. A spirit of fall filled eveiy empty 
space in our apartment until some of our 
less festive roommates staged a coup d'e­
tat against moldy pumpkins.
While this years’ turnout did not break 
the Guinness World Record (30,128 jack- 
o’-lanterns) set by the festival set in 2006, 
the 15,000 pumpkins at this years' festival 
were well worth our trek to Boston. 
Check the website (http://www.campsun- 
shine.org/pumpkinfestival.htm) next 
years’ details, and arrive early to carve 
your own pumpkin!
Salem, Massachusetts: A Lively Town
Known for Its Dead
AEE’S CLAIRE PEVOTO '10 TAKES
IN THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS AT 
ONE OF AMERICA'S MOST HAUNTING HAMLETS
by Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff
Autumn nights in New England tend to 
have an eerie, mysterious feel, and this 
one certainly did as my roommates and I 
wound our way down Massachusetts’ 
Route 107. headed for Salem. Our curios­
ity grew as we neared the site of the trag­
ic witch trials of historical fame, and we 
wondered what we would find in this old 
town. Would we encounter any unsettled 
spirits of the wrongly hanged young 
women? Did a curse cover this hamlet?
As it turns out, Salem isn’t much of a 
hamlet. The town is home to over 40,000 
people, and they all seemed to be down­
town on this October Saturday. We 
arrived in the evening, and the central 
area was teeming with ghost and ghouls 
of the human variety, out for some pre­
Halloween fun. Salem offers plenty of 
entertainment this time of year. There 
were carnival rides, haunted houses, 
museums, gift shops, and countless street 
vendors selling kettle com, caramel 
apples, and other fall treats. Less excit­
ing, there was also $20 parking. Note 
well: bring cash if you visit Salem.
Salem has made an industry out of its 
tainted past, and several groups offer 
walking tours of the historic town. My 
friends and I had looked into Derby 
Square Tours before leaving, and we met 
up with this group at the steps of the Old 
Town Hall. Apparently we weren't the 
only ones interested; at least 50 other 
thrill-seekers and history-philes were 
gathered around our tour guide, Jim 
McAllister, clutching orange candles 
that, for the most part, were not standing 
up to the wind.
As he guided us around Derby Square, 
McAllister gave us a detailed account of 
the events surrounding the Salem witch 
trials. We learned that the scandal had its 
roots in a conflict between the merchants 
and the farmers of the town that bred 
mistrust and hatred before any business 
about witches even started. We learned of 
the tangled webs woven by young girls 
under the influence of a mob mentality. I 
won’t give a lesson right here, but the 
talk was fascinating. McAllister, a pub­
lished historian, knows his stuff. It was 
obvious he feels a strong attachment to 
Salem and cares about sharing the truth 
of what happened.
While the informational aspect of the 
tour was superb, the visual side left 
something to be desired. I had anticipat­
ed more stops at historical landmarks, 
preserved immaculately from their 
appearance in 1692. The stops we made 
were more in general areas, where 
McAllister would indicate where a cer­
tain prison or house was said to have
A spooky history revisited: Above, a Salem cemetery which holds the remains of 
some of the Massachusetts residents convicted of witchcraft and executed.
stood hundreds of years ago. Not quite as 
concrete. We did, however, get to see the 
graveyard where John Hawthorne, one of 
the magistrates influential in the witch 
trials, was buried. Meanwhile, we tried 
not to be distracted by the glare of the 
nearby Walgreens sign. I guess every 
town changes with time, but I had 
expected to see more in the way of 
creepy old alleys and cursed buildings. 
Well, c ’est la vie.
Nonetheless, one of the selling points 
of the tour was its historical and educa­
tional nature. We saw several other tours 
crossing our path led by what appeared to 
19-year olds in renaissance costumes, 
and involving reenactments and cheesy 
thrill-factor effects. Some may find this 
approach preferable (a wanderer from 
another tour shouted, “This one is like 
the History Channel version” to his 
friend while getting mixed up in our 
crowd), but I appreciated McAllister’s 
unassuming attitude and scholarly bent.
Derby Square Tours will- be running 
their $12 tours through Nov. 1, so there is 
still time to take a trip up to Salem. The 
tour is just one component of what could 
be a fun and spooky’ day. A journey 
through Salem’s cobblestone streets 
reveals many old pubs, renowned restau­
rants, and interesting shops. Of course, 
there is also the onslaught of touristy 
kitsch, which detracts somewhat from the 
mystery of it all, but the allure of history 
and seasonal fun make the Salem trip a 
worthwhile addition to any collegiate 
bucket list.
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When Genders Gesticulate:
Charley’s Aunt Makes Her Debut in the Blackfriar’s Theatre and Laughter Follows
by Alison DeNisco ’ll
A&E Staff
The Angell Blackfriars Theatre has 
officially debuted its first mainstage pro­
duction of the year, Charley’s Aunt, a far­
cical play involving mistaken identity, 
gender reversal, and general mayhem and 
amusement. And you thought your fami­
ly was weird...
Act I begins with Jack (Marc Francis 
’10) and Charley (Stephen Orlando ’10), 
two Oxford undergraduates who need a 
chaperon in order to entertain the objects 
of their affection, Kitty (Suzanne Keyes 
’10) and Amy (Colleen Bums ’10), who 
are under the guardianship of Stephen 
Spettigue (Matt Hassan ‘10). Charley 
receives word that his wealthy widowed 
aunt, Donna Lucia d’Alvadorez from 
Brazil, whom he has never met, is com­
ing to visit him, so he and Jack take the 
opportunity to invite the girls over for 
lunch to meet her. However, when the 
boys learn that Donna Lucia is delayed, 
they convince their mischievous friend 
Lord Fancourt Babberley (Alex 
MacIntyre ’12) to masquerade as 
Charley’s Aunt. As you can imagine, 
hilarity ensues as Babberley poses as an 
extremely quirky elderly woman from 
Brazil, “where the nuts come from!”
Each of the three acts opens with 
MacIntyre walking out on stage with his 
head stuck through that of a painting of an 
old woman resembling Queen Victoria, 
with a perfectly confused look on his face, 
until he utters such a gem as “Dinner lubri­
cates business!” before disappearing once 
again behind the curtain, setting the stage 
for this original show.
Once again our student cast gave an 
impressive and entertaining show. Not 
surprisingly, several cast members are 
also involved with the student improvisa­
tional groups such as Rejects on the Rise, 
Six Gents Sketch Comedy, and Harry 
Houdini’s Box of Doom, which was 
apparent by their comedic timing and 
ability to draw laughs from the audience, 
despite the fact that some of the humor 
was distinctly British.
MacIntyre was pretty fantastic in his 
first Angell Blackfriars Theatre perform­
ance as an old and suspiciously flirtatious 
woman, and I’m sure we’ll be seeing more 
of him in the future. Orlando and Francis 
were also highly amusing to watch schem­
ing and bumbling around the stage togeth­
er. And Alex Curran ’10 gave a notably 
subtle and funny performance as Brassett, 
the usually straight-faced and omnipresent 
manservant.
I would say the most consistently in­
character performance was given by 
Samantha Brilhante ’ll, who played the 
elegant actual Donna Lucia. Peter Cunis 
’10 as Col. Sir Francis Chesney, and 
Hassan, both vying for the affection of the 
false Donna Lucia, were also very comi­
cal. Keyes and Bums flitted around the 
stage delightfully, while Christine Cestaro 
’ll played the innocent orphaned Ela 
Delahey with a subtle grace.Without giv­
ing too much away, the play reaches its 
height of engagement during Act III, when 
all of the storylines are pulled together. 
The set, designed by the Providence-based 
Patrick Lynch, was by far the most inter-
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MacIntyre ’12 gets all the love, much to the chagrin of Steve Orlando ’10 and Mark 
Francis ’10. Charley’s Aunt will be running through this up coming Sunday.
esting I’ve ever seen in the Angell 
Blackfriars Theatre. On the stage was, a 
platform slanted on what I would say a 
roughly 40 degree angle (though I’m not 
good with math, so that could be very 
wrong), which was used for a majority of 
the action, with chairs on it and two doors 
attached. Director Brendan Byrnes made 
great use of this platform, and the cast 
moved about it perfectly. The costumes, 
designed by David Costa-Cabral, were 
also some of the nicest I’ve seen in a 
Blackfriars production. Personally, I 
would like to see more plays at PC that 
don’t involve fake British accents, in 
order for our student actors and actresses 
to better showcase their talents without 
having to worry about that aspect. But 
overall, Charley’s Aunt is a fun and mem­
orable trip down mistaken identity lane.
Charley’s Aunt runs through this week­
end, with shows Friday and Saturday at 
8:00 p.m., and Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets are $5 for students.
Still Scary After All These Years
Catherine Northington '12 Picks Scream-Worthy Films 
Ripe for Viewing This Halloween
by Catherine Northington ’12
A&E Staff
As Halloween approaches, you may be 
searching for the perfect movie to get you 
in the holiday spirit. Numerous Halloween 
movies are released every year in anticipa­
tion of our most haunting season; however, 
let’s not forget that some of the best bone­
chilling cinema was released before most 
of us were even bom.
Directors like the remarkable Alfred 
Hitchcock, as well as the stars of early to 
The Master of Suspense’s Work Keeps Generations of 
Thrill-seeking Audiences on the Edge of their Seats: 
Above: Kelly’s and Stewart’s characters witness some 
unusual activity in their backyard. Far Right: Psycho's 
shower scene that will keep you smelly for weeks. 
Right: the auteur himself, Mr. Alfred Hitchcock.
mid-twentieth century Hollywood, pro­
duced some of the greatest horror films 
ever made. Sure, they may lack some of the 
special effects that today’s horror movies 
boast, but the terror they invoke is enough 
to keep you awake at night for weeks.
Take Hitchcock’s suspenseful 1960 
classic, Psycho. This film tells the chilling 
tale of a young secretary in Arizona named 
Marion Crane. Marion wishes to wed her 
beau but, lacking the financial resources, 
she decides to steal money from her 
employers and flee to California to meet 
up with her lover. 
However, in the 
midst of Marion’s 
long drive to 
California, her 
paranoia begins to 
overtake her and 
she heads to the 
eerie Bates Motel 
for a night’s 
rest...or so she 
thinks. Soon after 
Marion meets the 
hotel’s strange and mentally dis­
turbed proprietor Norman Bates, 
things take a turn for the worse in 
this horrific film.
The next movie of note is Rear 
Window, another Hitchcock thriller, 
released in 1954. This film stars 
Hollywood legend James Stewart as 
L.B. Jeffries, a man recuperating 
from a broken leg who spies on his 
neighbors through his apartment 
window. Jeffries spies on a variety of 
interesting characters, including a 
neighbor whose actions lead Jeffries to 
suspect him of murder. As Jeffries 
continues to investigate his neighbor’s 
strange behaviors, he and his girlfriend 
(Grace Kelly) find themselves in the mid­
dle of a tangled web of conspiracy, murder, 
and other dangerous liaisons.
Despite this list’s heavy emphasis on 
Hitchcock, I would be remiss not to men­
tion another horror classic such as Night of 
the Living Dead, directed by George A. 
Romero. Released in 1968, Night of the 
Living Dead is the last word in zombie 
flicks. It’s the story of dead men, women, 
and children returning to life and 
turning living humans into a zom­
bie army. Main characters Johnny 
(Russell Streiner) and Barbra 
(Judith O’Dea), along with their 
group of unlucky companions, 
spend the night trapped in a 
Pennsylvania farmhouse avoiding 
the ceaseless attacks of the 
undead.
Although these movies are sure 
to get your heart racing, I know 
that Hitchcock and Romero aren’t
The treasured art of shower scene screams 
was practically invented by Janet Leigh.
for everyone. For that reason, I’ll throw 
in a couple other more recent honorable 
mentions to get us all into the spirit of 
Halloween.
If you’re looking for a more recent 
film to complement your Halloween 
fun, try the hilarious and monstrously 
gory horror film satire Shaun of the 
Dead, directed by Edgar Wright and 
released in 2004. Another option would 
be M. Night Shyamalan’s The Sixth 
Sense, which still freaks me out even 
though I only watched it one time (and 
that was about ten years ago).
In short, there are countless Halloween 
movies out there, and some of the best are 
in danger of being overshadowed by all 
these new, updated Hollywood releases. 
So yeah, maybe some of these older 
movies lack that high-tech quality of 
today’s films, and for that reason might 
seem a little less intimidating to you. But 
I defy you to watch the shower scene in 
Psycho and then take a shower without 
peeking around the curtain once or twice.
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WDOM Fall Schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
8-10AM Elizabeth Troxell/ 
Clare Brewka 
Everything
Derek Knox Allie
Filepp 
Indie/Rock
RC & Frail I 
Rock/Talk
Lorraine Dalton/Leah
Glass
I ndie/Rock/Alternative
Chris Traester/Erik 
Sundermann 
Rock/Alternative/Hard 
Rock
Christopher Donoyan/
Salvatore Tripoli Jazz 
and Blues
Robbie Smith 
Blues/Rock
10AM- 
12PM
Justine Harrington/
Kate Wright: 
Indie Rock
Ben
Perry/Andrew 
Ottman 
Ska/lndie/Rock
Matt Deiana/ Joseph 
Alternative/Grunge/ 
90s
Jessica Crawford/ 
Michelle Larkan 
Indie/Classic/ 
Alternative
Jess Kowel 
Rock/Jazz/Folk
Chris Mattioli/Kevin 
Almonte
Rock/Jazz
Jimmy Durickas 
Rock/Jazz
12PM-
2Pm
Keara Dwyer/ 
Jessica Butler Pop 
and Oldies
Nailor At Noon Meghan Brooks/
I lyse Sakamoto
Indie/Contemporary
Kate Leugers 
Indie/LocalRock
Kevin Randazzo 
Rock/Talk
Alison DeNisco/ Liz
Babinecz
Rock/Alternative
Sean Montville/ Billy 
Winters
Country
2-4PM Alexandra Sullivan/ 
Matt Yetsko Rock
Joe Clemente 
Indie/alterna- 
tive/classic
Elizabeth Flynn/ 
Jeanette Toney 
Hip Hop/ R & B
Nicholas Caramadre 
Altemative/Punk/lndie
Alex Donnelly 
Rock/Talk
Andy Maglione/ Joseph 
McLaughlin
Rock
Siobhan 
O’Neill/Carolyn 
rodgers 
Alternative/lndie
4-
4:45PM
Scott and Erik 
Political Talk
Ryan Holt 
Sports Talk
Torello and Hemond
Sports Talk
Gametime with Greg 
and the Bird
Peter and Andrew 
Talk
Mary Kate Ragno/ 
Stephanie Knott 
Rock/lndie
Justin Anderson/ 
Kaitlyn Watto 
Alternative/Rock
4:45-
5:30PM
Andrew
Ward/Anthony
Valentino Sports talk
Ryan Holt 
Sports Talk
Torello and Hemond
Sports Talk
Tim and Jon 
Talk
Scott and Mike 
Talk
Mary Kate Ragno/ 
Stephanie Knott 
Rock/Folk
Justin Anderson/
Kaitlyn Watto 
Alternative/Rock
5:30—
7:30PM
Bobby Murphy/Matt 
Order
Rock
Asha Ghana 
Rock/lndie/Emo
Kaileigh
Merone/Christine
Doren
Indie/Alternative/Roc
k/Pop
Alex Bridges 
Hip hop
Victoria Nicastro Jam 
Bands
Alison Slachta/ Jenna Flis 
Everything
John Vaghi/Anthony 
Sampino 
Rock/Alternative/Exp 
erimental/indie/Jam
7:30-
9:30PM
Brandon Lahoud 
Indie/Alternative
Andrew Fitch 
Electronic
Tim Willis/ Mary 
Pelletier 
Indie/Alternative
Sarah Bidinger/ 
Shannon Johnson 
Rock/Folk/Alternative
Matt Connelly/ Joe 
Vaneslan
Hip Hop
Jim Cooney/John Manley 
Classic Rock/Jam Bands
Tim Pomer/ David 
Drew
Jam/Rock/Classic 
Rock/Reggae
9:30-
11:30PM
David Marcotte 
PostHardcore/Metal
Magic Mike and 
the Naked DJ: 
Communist 
Propaganda
Christpher Pater/ 
Brenden Kelly 
Indie/Alternative
Rich Linehan/ Rory 
Dirksmeir
Rock
Naomi Brown-Jones/ 
Morgan Victor Hip 
Hop/ Regae/ R&B
Commuter Dave 
Classic/Alternative The Hip Hop Shop 
with DJ Sundown 
and DJ Crazy Tom
11:30-
1:30PM
Conor
Dillon/Kinglsey 
Essien
Rock/Jazz
Andrew Isidoro
Psychedelic 
Rock
Bridiget Hawg/ Mark 
Kraics 
World
Nora Fazioli/ Amanda
Zefi
Pop Rock
Erin Rush/Aisha 
Stewart 
Everything
Billy Nawrocki/ Phil Zatari 
Rock
Rob Soto/ Alex Mac 
Clasic Rock
WDOM's
DJs of the Month:Clare Brewka and Elizabeth Troxell
Clare is a senior American Studies major with minors in Women’s 
Studies and Studio Art. A fellow ’09er, Elizabeth is a History major with 
minors in Art History and Spanish. Clare’s favorite band is Fleet Foxes 
while Elizabeth’s is The B-52’s (“No I’m not being ironic.”) Check out 
their show on Monday mornings from 8-10am.
What’s your favorite aspect of having a radio show on WDOM? 
The safety of bullet proof glass.
What type of show do you have?Stacked Crooked...everything! 
Favorite Ray food: Two words: Anything. Applefest.
Favorite WDOM moment: Clare describing our show as “ear porn.” 
Favorite Civ lecture: The one about that old dead white guy.
Now through the beauty of the printed word, what message do 
you have for your audience? Clare: Open your mind. Elizabeth: 
Shut your mouth.
A Sweetly Sour Recipe for the
Soul-Chilling Season
by John Mango ’10
A&E Asst. Editor
Apple Cider is better than apple juice. I 
think that’s something we can all agree on. 
Of course, hot apple cider is better than 
tepid apple cider, and hot apple cider with 
a kick trumps any flaccid cup of heated 
cider. There is one stipulation though; hot 
apple cider with a kick has to be cooked 
right. Start by heating up a cup of any ol’ 
cider (unpasteurized is the best). This can 
be done on the stove or in the microwave. 
Add an ounce and a half of cinnamon 
schnapps (don’t go too crazy... and defi­
nitely don’t any sort of crazy on campus).
That’s pretty much it. Of course you can 
add a couple of amenities, a cinnamon 
stick (for the look I suppose). But a few 
tips for those of you who might want to 
enjoy this drink on campus whilst abiding 
the newly erected rules. One: try non-alco­
holic cinnamon schnapps. Or, if you can’t 
find it (eBay might be a good place to 
start), then strain the alcohol out of the 
schnapps and use it as a hand sanitizer. If 
that doesn’t work, then just get some plain 
old cinnamon and mix it with that hand 
sanitizer, but just use a little bit of hand 
sanitizer because it’s bad for you, desensi­
tizes you to various viruses and scum on
the earth like those Jules Verne Martians.
Or if that doesn’t work, I suggest you 
leave the apple cider out for a few days, 
then heat it up to emulate that schnappsy 
tangy nip, or add Splenda, because that 
nips worse than most hard drinks. Most 
importantly, be safe, and enjoy.
Firm Cider
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Catastrophe’s Impact (Part 2)
by Conor Leary ’ll 
Portfolio Staff
Sylvia could scream. No matter how 
mild-tempered and timid she seemed and 
usually was, she felt the contents of her 
empty stomach bubbling inside of her. She 
had pressed the button on the 
SHORT coffeemaker in the teacher’s 
STORY lounge of P.S. 128 only to 
 have it gurgle twice and spit 
warm air into the empty pot. After check­
ing through the device, making sure a filter 
was inside, that she had poured the 
grounds, and that the thing was actually 
plugged in, she hit the button again. 
Nothing happened. Suddenly, the empty 
mug in her hand weighed 50 pounds. The 
sun pouring in from the window beat down 
on an approaching migraine, one that 
would curse her entire day and allow her to 
hear the screeches of the children playing 
at recess, normally at a subhuman pitch.
She was the school’s librarian and had 
learned certain vices were necessary when 
dealing with students (kindergarten 
through fifth grade) who could hardly 
research without whining to her after 
destroying the meticulous order of the 
Dewey Decimal System. She had never 
wanted the position, but with her dreams 
of heading the research department of the 
city’s library destroyed by rejection, she 
found herself with few options. It was 
what living in New York City demanded.
Her hourly caffeine fix now out of the 
question, she peeled herself away from the 
broken machine, before her fists could 
break it further, and sat at the table in the 
center of the room. She stared into the 
ancient television promoting some new 
form of aspirin.
“Morning, Sylvia,” someone announced 
as they entered the room.
She looked up to save Wendy Porter 
from the disappointment
“Machine’s busted.” She felt her stom­
ach cringe and her skull clamp hard against 
her brain. She retreated into a cocoon, 
folding her arms against her head and let­
ting her forehead touch the table.
“Oh, well I’m more of a tea drinker. 
Would you like a cup?” Sylvia declined 
although her head did flip up with some 
interest. She wondered if downing three 
cups of tea before heading back to the 
library for kindergarten story time would 
help. She decided that there was not 
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enough tea in the world to help her contend 
with sniffling noses and tedious questions.
“And welcome back to the Lunch Hour. 
I’m your host, Charlie Shepherd.”
Sylvia turned back towards the televi­
sion in time to watch Charlie Shepherd 
grin in his limelight. She woke up every 
morning to his narcissistic face, a billboard 
enlarging his massive head sitting on the 
building right across the street. Wendy let 
out a sigh, a gentle exhalation belonging to 
a teenage girl and not a grown, educated 
woman as she sparked the burner beneath 
the kettle.
“I really hate that I have lunch duty in 
five minutes. I hate missing live tapings.”
Sylvia did not notice Wendy taking a 
seat. She gazed mindlessly at the televi­
sion, curling a ratty blond hair free from 
her bun. Charlie Shepherd was retreating 
from a cosmetically enhanced fan when he 
tripped and stumbled into his chair. 
Wendy’s breath caught in her throat before 
Lunch Hour was replaced on screen.
“This is an urgent message from NASA. 
According to specialists, an asteroid of cat­
astrophic proportions has entered the 
galaxy with enough momentum to reach 
its plotted destination: Earth.”
Sylvia could comprehend nothing the 
robotic little reporter read from her 
teleprompter. She had become unbeliev­
ably distracted by the simple hissing of the 
tea kettle. She turned, annoyed, and 
watched the steam spray from the spout. It 
whistled feverishly until she reached 
towards the dial of the stove. She had hard­
ly left her seat when the dial snapped 
around, propelled by some unseen gesture 
of an invisible hand. The blue flames dis­
appeared while, at Sylvia’s back, an astro­
nomical panel dodged questions at a press 
conference. She was too focused on what 
had happened to care about the news, 
unlike Wendy who was gripping her seat 
and concentrating only on the television.
Sylvia took another step towards the 
steamy kettle to inspect the space further. 
She delicately stroked the humid air with 
her finger. The steam leaving the spout 
moved away from her stretching fingertips 
although she could distinguish no breeze at 
her back. The steam dove towards the 
empty cup, a tea bag sitting in the desert 
waiting to be drowned. Sylvia glanced at 
the kettle and remembered the simple ges­
ture that had turned the dial.
She blinked firmly and after a lengthy 
minute, opened her eyes. She clenched a 
fist around nothing but air and lifted her 
wrist slowly. Metal detached from metal as 
the kettle floated effortlessly up. Sylvia 
could not have breathed even if she want­
ed to. She brought her fist towards the cup, 
the kettle following in an arc controlled 
completely by her astonished mind. Every 
book of physics that she had veer read 
burned inside her head as the kettle tipped 
when she carefully tipped her wrist. Water 
hissed into the mug until it was full.
The kettle touched the countertop with a 
clang and Sylvia sprang to catch its handle.
“Tea’s ready.” She heard herself 
announce this simple fact over the formi­
dable news of unknown catastrophe. She 
peered inside the mug and watched the 
water turn a faint brown. She raised one 
finger into the air and drew a circle over 
the beverage, watching with the teabag 
swim, unaided by a spoon.
Feeling Called by the Road
Skydiving
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor
Fastened to a chair 
that’s fused to the floor 
of a plane filled with people 
who don’t speak my language. 
Seems like not leaping 
into vast, empty space 
might take more courage 
than simply falling and 
letting the wind swallow me. 
Salute the pilot and fall 
because I am a follower. 
Follow the other sprawling, 
neon shapes, until the ground 
rudely welcomes us back. 
Breathe again, barely. 
Choking, a little.
I’ve left myself on the plane.
by Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff
She wasn’t entirely sure how it hap­
pened. The road just called to her one day, 
and off she went. There really wasn’t much 
more to say about it.
It had begun slowly, as most 
things do, with a barely 
noticeable itch somewhere to
FICTION
the right of her heart, but to the 
left of her lungs. A deep, pulsating warmth, 
simultaneously comforting and solitary. 
The type of bittersweet delight that you 
feel when you watch a friend fly off for a 
semester abroad: a mixing of their happi­
ness with your wistful loneliness. The 
feeling—that feeling—lodged in her and 
lingered there, warm and patient, for 
weeks. Time didn’t seem to be a factor.
Nothing would go bad, expire, die. Time 
would present itself. That was all.
It was just something she knew she had 
to do. Imperceptible, important; the itch 
grew slowly, but not subtly. She could feel 
it changing, spreading, tingling its way 
into her fingers, fidgeting in her legs. It 
would be soon, now. It had to be. 
Thoughts flickered against the darkness of 
her skull. Images of the ocean, the Bay, 
the miles of gray roads pinstriped in yel­
low and white, strands of red and white 
lights trickling off into the darkness.
Reason somehow didn’t apply.
She woke up that morning and attempt­
ed the usual weekend routine of exercise, 
relaxation, homework. But by midmom- 
ing, the fidgeting had reached a fervor that 
was unavoidable. She had to leave.. .now.
What about the fact that she’d spend the 
rest of her day (and the one after that) on 
the road? What about traffic, food, fatigue; 
empty passenger seats; silence; gray skies? 
Nothing had any negative influence over 
her. She felt called to go.
“I want to leave for the weekend.”
“What’s stopping you?”
Generally a rhetorical question, a con­
versational equivalent of marshmallow 
fluff, it glimmered with mantra-potency.
What’s stopping you?
The road stretched languidly in front of 
her. The sun was warm, trickling in onto
the dashboard in the mid-afternoon haze. 
Cars drifted by, the sounds of their motors 
heard momentarily over the music, then 
faded away again. State lines trudged past, 
one after the other. Planes hung suspend­
ed over Newark Airport, mobiles waiting 
for a breeze.
Her car slowed to a stop in the driveway. 
The engine cut off. Already she could feel 
the cool of the early evening seeping in, 
pushing out the sun-warmth.
She wasn’t entirely sure how it hap­
pened. The road just called to her one day, 
and off she went.
Angle
by Alex Donnelly III ’09
Portfolio Staff
I’d love
to sit down 
and have tea 
with a pre-apple Eve.
not
to be her advisor
to divert her future action.
simply
to get her angle 
on the super collider.
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Dear Julius
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff
Cross the chthonic rivers with the world beneath your sway 
From the ornamented bastions hung with bodies on belay 
Steel your raven hunger for the spoils of the day
And find me in Alesia where we both can fight today
Your columns carry on in such a cantilevered way
But they’ll earn their silent shares and cash them in without delay 
For we’ve found our final pages at this fortress far away
So find me in Alesia where we both can die today
Ambulate among your able souls with eyes so gray
Igniting hearts with verbal arts that always work your way 
They’ll take you where you’re going and you’ll know it right away 
When you find me in Elysium where we both can lie today.
Portfolio accepts the poetry, prose, and 
artwork of any and all PC students!
You provide the creativity we front the ink.
Email your contributions to
Tiffany&Earl
Making "PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time...
Dear Annmarie:
I’m a pretty apo­
litical being, but I’m 
going to make a 
somewhat political 
statement right off 
the blocks. Four 
years of McCain and 
all the horrible 
things that go with 
him would probably
not be quite as bad as the body double gig. 
I mean, have you ever actually seen that 
movie? Distubring, very disturbing.
As to the morality of your Halloween 
costume, I don’t really see a problem. Part 
of the fun of being a woman is manipulat­
ing guys. Not in serious, psychological 
ways, but just fun little ways. For example, 
I know a girl who makes a sport out of 
holding the door open for various types of 
guys just to see if she can correctly guess 
their reactions. What you’re talking about 
is roughly the same thing. You know that 
conservative guys like Palin on multiple 
levels and you want to exploit them for 
that. Morally repugnant? I don’t really 
think that it is.
When it comes down to it, dressing up 
like Palin would be a good move no matter 
what type of guy you want to attract. Aside 
from the fact that she’s a really attractive 
woman, her politics make her both 
extremely loved and passionately hated. 
No matter which side of the aisle your 
would-be lover dreams of sitting on, he’s 
going to desire a pretty young woman 
dressed up like another pretty woman. 
Whether you’re chatting up a Stalinist or 
Neo-con the sexual tension will be palpa­
ble. You’ll have your pick not only of the 
guys dressed up like Ronald Reagan, but 
also the ones donning those horrible Bill 
Clinton masks.
So if a hookup is high on your list of 
Halloween priorities (no competition of 
candy gathering with the roomies?) I think 
that a Palin costume is an excellent choice. 
If your goal is multiple hookups then sim­
ply raise the hem on your suit skirt.
This Week...
A Moral Girl's Dilemma on Halloween
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
With Halloween coming up, I’m sure lots of people are wondering 
stupid things like what to dress up as and where the best party is. But 
this year I find myself in a serious moral quandary.
Would it be totally wrong for me to dress up as Sarah Palin in order to 
get with hot conservative boys when I’d rather be a body double on 
the set of Deliverance than vote for Senator McCain?
—Annmarie Blandstrand
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
Dear Annmarie,
Let’s run a quick 
diagnostic check on 
the average male con­
servative: Socially 
awkward, check (all 
signs point to sexual 
repression). Violent 
towards small wood­
land animals, check 
(once knew a republi­
can who gave his ger­
bils Lyme disease on purpose, odd fellow). 
Suspicious of minorities, check. Bottles up all 
emotion and releases it in a fury in front of 
Louie’s, yessir, that sounds like a member of 
our tribe.
Cute or not, Miss Blandstrand, luring a 
Paleolithic man dressed as Allen Iverson into 
your cave after bobbing for apples all night 
may bear rotten fruit in the long run. Chances 
are the red stater probably was a body double 
on the set of Deliverance and there is no 
telling whether or not he is going to wake up 
in the morning with a murder tent. I've seen it 
a hundred times.
If danger and disease are your desire then 
please, by all means, throw on Michael 
Jackson’s jacket from the “Thriller” video, a 
pair of specs, and a cucumber in your skirt 
and head out on the town. It would be the 
equivalent of Hannah Montana running 
through a prison.
I’m not usually an advocate of women’s 
safety, but I suggest if you are going to go 
through with this, think like Palin would and 
carry a gun. This idea works best for those of 
us who haven’t been brainwashed into think­
ing McCain is not some kind of Frankenstein 
monster engineered by Karl Rove.
Think about it, sports fans: Hundreds of 
Sarah Palins out there (because everyone is 
going to be Palin,—it’s the new slutty nurse 
or pregnant Britney) all armed to the teeth 
working it with all the giant babies and toga­
clad Frankenstein supporters, drinking, mess­
ing around. One thing leads to another, a little 
tummy sticks and in the morning 50 bros are 
admitted to the local hospital with gunshot 
wounds. 10 more are pronounced DOA.
I’ll be the mustached Teddy Roosevelt 
walking home alone laughing his ass off.
EARLTiffany
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-thing
by Tom  Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff
Wondering what it is 
you’re doing 
[or maybe a better 
question would be 
who you’re doing] 
a thousand miles away 
Wondering if you’re 
still willing to give every 
-thing away for hoping 
Someone will be there to 
Hold you tight 
throughout the cold 
wakefulness of 
the night
[even if they fall asleep 
right afterwards 
I don’t do that 
every so often.] 
And aren’t you 
always asking why they’re 
never coming
never coming 
never coming 
when you really need them to?
Avoiding Rain-Related Casualities
by Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Editor
Outside all was turmoil and chaos and
general ugliness. The skies were revolting: 
Rebel cloud armies attempting to over­
throw the sunny establishment. So far their 
offensive was a success. Their
FICTION ally precipitation, was open­
ing a second theater, over­
whelming the drainage system 
and causing flash floods. Outside this 
vicious war raged in the skies with no 
mercy for the passersby caught in the 
crossfire as they ran across the wet ground. 
She was safely tucked away in her apart­
ment, separated from the inclemency by 
brick walls and drawn blinds. She armed
herself with an oversized cardigan against 
the drop in temperature and drowned out 
the war cries of the mercenary winds with 
sweet harmonies. She played her music on 
a turntable, a blatant anachronism in the 
comer of a living room decorated by a 
twenty-something of the 21st century. She, 
however, was not bothered by this oddity. 
She sang along to the vinyl albums in the 
sometimes pitchy soprano that she had 
been blessed with but never trained.
“.. .blame it on Cain / don’t blame it on
me. . .” Her person, like her voice, was 
marked by raw beauty. Her hair fell in 
loose waves, untamed over her shoulders, 
partially masking her soft features devoid 
of makeup. With a gentle toss of her head 
she cleared her obscured vision to better 
see the picture that she was creating out of 
loose pencil strokes.
Across the room, her lover sat curled in 
an armchair; a causality of the celestial war 
now nursing dripping with wounds with 
steaming tea and Hemingway. The young 
artist sitting on the floor with her sketch­
book was unaware of the fact that she was
being watched.
She looked up and blushed when she 
realized what vivid attention was being 
paid to her. She became suddenly self-con­
scious of her quaintly serene response to 
torrents lashing at her windows.
“I wonder why the rain makes me listen 
to this album.” She bit her lip in delibera­
tion and then shrugged. “It probably has 
something to do with my father—how 
extremely Freudian of me.” She stretched
and stood up, wandering over to the win­
dow. “Do you think if I offer my red shoes 
to the angels this storm will stop?” She 
raised the blind. “I wonder if angels get 
wet. What do you think?”
“That the angels are probably all inside 
sketching and listening to Elvis Costello.”
She laughed. “All this rain is going to 
your head and making you rather sappy.” 
She wandered back over to the center of 
the room and stretched out on the floor 
once again.
“Is that a problem?”
“Mmm?” She was drawing, becoming 
increasingly absorbed in the world she was 
creating, a world that was much lovelier 
reality than the stormy battle outside.
“Is me being a sap a problem?”
“Of course not, sweet pea.”
“Was that intentionally saccharine?”
“Of course not, sugar.” She looked up 
and grinned.
From across the room her lover tossed a 
pillow, but she dodged it, bending her body 
in a willowy arc.
“I love the rain.”
From the floor she made a contemptu­
ous sort of noise.
“You don’t?”
She shrugged. “I like this cozy, rainy 
afternoon business, but I get a little bit 
tired of hiding after awhile.” She blew 
away the particles of eraser and graphite 
from her sketch. “Finished! What do you 
think?” She held up the book so that her 
lover could see what she had drawn.
“It’s sunny.”
“Of course, it’s a prediction.”
“Of?”
“What the sky will look like soon.”
“How do you know?”
She wandered back over to the window. 
“Because the sun always comes out.” She 
pulled on the cord, rolling up the blinds.
The rain had stopped, and the clouds 
were in retreat, rays of gold forcing them­
selves through their ranks. Order had 
returned to the heavens, the establishment 
had routed the rebels. With the celestial 
insurrection over, innocents were begin­
ning to venture out in to the open again.
“Do you think it’s safe to start wander­
ing the streets yet?”
She shook her head, wandering to the 
comer to rectify the silence seeping from
the locus. Carefully replacing the pin, she 
started the album over again.
“We better wait to make sure there’s no 
second offensive.”
She made her suggestion mockingly, but 
her insinuation was clear: Even if the war 
was over, she wasn’t sick of the cozy, rainy 
afternoon just yet.
The Road (Not?) Taken
by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff
I stand, 
body schism’d— 
over a fissure 
in the mountain road, each foot 
planted firmly on 
opposing 
tectonic plates—
beseeching ATLAS 
not to shrug. 
Not to leave my decision 
to the GOD of CHANCE 
in trembling seconds before 
the split into 
[two roads diverged], 
(myself) [sorry I could not take both.] 
(So) [I looked down] 
the quivering fissure, 
beseeching CHANCE 
to grant me 
some spare moments of autonomy 
to choose
-OR-
the Road of Popular Consent.
Upon which I 
travel the other vicariously— 
through the images in my head 
from unfurled sound waves 
received from cautioning lips: 
hindering advice
—in my subconscious 
as a Freudian child 
subject to an Oedipus complex 
ponders its fantasies.
And if
the Road of My Own.
Upon which my feet 
wander to their whims, 
numb/unaffected 
by any small/sharp stones 
to lacerate their direction. 
Beneath: in the blackness 
of summits' shadows. 
Above: on the peaks, 
white/glistening 
in sunlight.
And if
one should trouble to ask, 
[I took the one]...__________
[and that has made all the difference.]
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores -- Standings — Statistics -- Schedules — Standouts
Standouts
James Cebulski
Men’s Swimming 
Sophomore—Trumbull, Conn.
Nellie Poulin
Field Hockey 
Junior—Oakland, Maine
Cebulski’s performance in the diving events 
against American were a major factor in the 
Friars’ first win. He won both diving events with 
scores of 145.2 and 215.62.
Poulin was named the Big East Field Hockey 
Offensive Player of the Week for her three goals 
last week in the Friars’ two wins.
Scores
Friday, 10/24
Women’s Soccer vs. St. John’s 
Men’s Swim and Dive at American 
Women’s Swim and Dive at American 
Men’s Ice Hockey at UMass-Lowell
L, 2-1 
W, 209-102
L, 209-102
L, 4-1
W, 2-0
Third 
Second
Saturday, 10/25
Men’s Soccer at Marquette
Men’s Cross Country at CT State Invite 
Women’s Cross Country at CT State Invite
Swim and Dive at Georgetown, Geo. Wash. L 
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Boston College 
Volleyball vs. Chicago State
Men’s Ice Hockey at Holy Cross
L, 3-1
W, 3-1
W, 6-4
Sunday, 10/26
Women’s Soccer Syracuse 
Field Hockey at Georgetown 
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine
W, 3-2
W, 6-2
W, 6-2
Tuesday, 10/28
Men’s  Harvard L, 3-1
Schedules
Friday, 10/31
Men’s Cross Country at Big East Championships 10:00 a.m.
Women’s Cross Country at Big East Championships 10:00 a.m.
Volleyball at NJIT 7:00 p.m.
Men’s Ice Hockey at Massachusetts 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 11/1
Men’s Basketball vs. Univeristy of Ottawa 7:00 p.m.
Men’s Soccer vs. Pittsburgh 1:00 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Bryant 10:00 a.m.
Swim and Dive at Fairfield 1:00 p.m.
Field Hockey vs. Massachusetts 1:00 p.m.
Volleyball vs. Howard 2:00 p.m.
Women’s Ice Hockey at Boston University 3:00 p.m.
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Massachusetts 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 11/5
Men’s Soccer at Big East Tournament TBA
Standings
Men’s Big East Soccer Blue (10/29) Field Hockey (10/29)
Team
Notre Dame 
Connecticut 
Georgetown 
Providence 
Pittsburgh 
West Virginia 
Seton Hall 
Marquette
Big 
W
. 6
5
4
4
3
2
2
1
East 
L
2
3
3
5
5
3
4
6
1
2
2
3
1
2
4
4
2
W
10
8
9
7
7
4
6
3
Overall 
L
5
3
4
6
6
7
7
8
1
2
6
3 
3
3
5
4 
4
Team
Syracuse 
Louisville
Connecticut
Providence
Villanova
Rutgers 
Georgetown
Big East
W
4
4
3
3
2
1
0
L
1
1
1
3
3
4
4
Overall 
W
17
12
14
11
11
13
0
L
1
5
2
8
6
5
15
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Guess Who’sIn Training: Thoughts on
Marathon Preparation
Editor's Note: Dan O’Brien ’09 and J.T. Scanlan, Ph.D., 
associate professor of English have spent months training for 
the United States Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, 
D. C, which was held last weekend. They will be sharing their 
thoughts on what it is like to train for and run a marathon in 
this weekly feature.
The Professor
by J.T. Scanlan
Guest Columnist
At last, I can say that all the physical 
and mental training has paid off. And 
while I’ve not yet come to grasp what last 
Sunday’s Marine Corps Marathon meant 
to me—-even my mind is sore —I can 
explain what I saw and what I felt as I ran 
26.2 miles through the streets of 
Washington and suburban Virginia. The 
Marine Corps Marathon is an unusual 
activity, to say the least, and even my first 
impressions will deliver a sense of what 
running this marathon is all about.
At 6 a.m. last Sunday, the D.C. Metro 
subway system was choked with a differ­
ent breed of passenger. Everywhere were 
people in running gear. Some laughed 
with friends, some studied the map of the 
course, some listened to their iPods, and 
some simply closed their eyes in medita­
tion. All were wearing their different 
game faces.
After a long walk in the pre-dawn dark­
ness from the Pentagon Metro stop to the 
“Runner’s Village,” Dan and I met up with 
Miles, the USMC “mascot.” We had a 
stranger take a picture of us smiling with 
Miles, though our minds were obviously 
elsewhere. Miles said not a word to either 
of us, and that was absolutely fine. We 
were not with Wally at Fenway Park.
Once we made our way to the starting 
area, we looked at the many scarlet and 
gold towers marked with estimated finish 
times, and stood alongside the 4-hour one. 
(Realistic for Dan; wildly optimistic for 
me.) And only a few moments after a fly­
over by the Marine Corps attack helicopter 
and a superb rendition of the National 
Anthem by a singer from D.C.’s Howard 
University, we saw and heard the blast of 
the Marine Corps cannon, the signal that 
the race was underway.
Shortly after we passed by the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps and 
other officials at the starting line, a festive 
attitude seemed to emerge from the 
bunched-up runners. We were all smiling 
and laughing, and as we hit our first hill in 
Rosslyn, Virginia, I saw running up ahead 
one of the Washington Nationals’ mascots, 
“Teddy,” a huge, bespectacled comic-book 
caricature of President Theodore 
Roosevelt. Alongside him was a runner 
dressed as a Secret Service agent.
All of a sudden, it seemed, we were run­
ning alongside the Potomac River, and as 
we charged up a hill towards Key Bridge, 
I saw hundreds of fans lining the path. 
They were shouting, shaking cow bells, 
playing musical instruments, and in gener­
al creating noise and mirth for us.
The entire atmosphere would have been 
camivalesque had I not at just that moment 
seen one of the most beautiful sights I’ve 
ever encountered, just to the left off in the 
distance on the other side of the bridge. The 
morning haze off'the river had shrouded all 
of Georgetown University-—all except the 
majestic, gray-brown tower of Healy Hall. 
As a man who has spent his entire adult life, 
from the age of 17, in universities, I was 
surprised to find one of my hometown uni­
versities, which I’d never considered 
attending, to be so inspiring and reassuring 
and beautiful. I will forever think different­
ly of Georgetown University.
As we runners left Virginia and ran 
through the Georgetown section of D.C., 
passing the Mile 8 and Mile 9 markers, I 
started paying attention to runners’ clothes. 
A number of people were wearing olive 
green shirts with a fallen Marine officer’s 
name, after which were the words 
“Warrior. Spartan. ‘Leader of Marines.’” 
Similar memorial t-shirts, some with pic­
tures of Marines in fatigues, stood out 
from standard running attire.
And we pressed on, past the Kennedy 
Center, past the softball fields, then out to 
Hains Point, where in past races, many 
runners “hit the wall,” broke down, and did 
their best to recover beneath olive green 
blankets. This time, though, everything 
seemed different.
First of all, the weather for the Marathon 
was perfect. Perhaps one of the many 
priests I saw along the sidelines near 
Georgetown University had written a good 
weather prayer the night before. Race 
organizers also helped out: They placed 
the Hains Point section of the race not at 
Mile 17, as in the past, but at Mile 13. 
Everyone in my general area made it 
through fine.
In fact, it was at Hains Point that I first 
noticed one of the most compelling features 
of the Marathon. All these runners had 
decided to do something enormously chal­
lenging and bold, and at Hains Point, I 
could see that almost all of them were going 
to succeed. I passed one much older man 
on Hains Point who was wearing a home­
made t-shirt reading, “I’m no longer lean, 
and no longer mean, but I’m still a Marine.” 
A younger man wearing one of the memori­
al shirts ran alongside him for a moment, 
and then said “oo-yah” as they shared a fist­
bump. And I saw many similar non-mili- 
tary versions of this scene.
As we ran towards the Lincoln 
Memorial, I became increasingly aware of 
just how many stories of real personal tri­
umph I was witnessing. I was among hun­
dreds and hundreds of people who were 
enacting the ideals they believed in. Sweet.
When I hit the Mile 19 marker, I noted 
that my feet had been hurting for about five 
miles. My upper legs were sore, too. But 
between Mile 20 and Mile 21, I saw a 
home-made sign that put a stop to these 
minor worries: “Why do your feet hurt? 
Because you’ve been kicking so much ass!”
Along with the hundreds running about 
my tempo, I had by this stage only five 
miles left, and a certain giddiness took 
over the scene. One collection of fans held 
out cups not of water or Powerade, but of 
beer! I didn’t see anyone go for the poten­
tially dehydrating liquid, but the first signs 
of the celebration were now underway.
At last, fortified with a few extra cups of 
water from the ever encouraging and gra­
cious Marines, I ran past Arlington 
Cemetery, and then picked up the pace a 
bit as I passed the crowd lining the street 
on the way to the Finish. 60 of the last 100 
yards are dramatically uphill—a final chal­
lenge. I grunted, said “oo-yah,” and 
passed about 20 people on the way up. I 
glided to the Finish.
As I ran the final 50 yards, the man on the 
loudspeaker spoke about the uplifiting 
diversity of the runners, and how skin color, 
gender, and differentiating physical features 
have nothing to do with this event. But that 
seemed both obvious and beside the point. 
For as I made my way past the many 
Marines lined up to help us after we had fin­
ished, I saw in their eyes the respect they 
had for us. I thought of the words I saw on 
the side of a Marine Corps bus earlier in the 
day: “Always Earned, Never Given.”
“Congratulations, Sir,” said a young 
female Marine to me, as she draped my 
finisher’s medal over my head.
“Thank you.” We shook hands firmly, 
with mutual respect.
The Student
by Dan O’Brien ’09 
Guest Columnist
Somewhere between the pull-up contest 
at Saturday’s Health and Fitness Expo and 
honoring an 80-year-old man who has run 
400+ marathons, I knew that Sunday’s race 
would be far different from any other race 
in the country. Nicknamed “The People’s 
Marathon,” there was a feeling that Sunday 
was more than a race; it was one of the few 
times that 34,000 people were joined 
together striving for a common goal and 
genuinely concerned about those around 
them. The majority of the participants had 
trained for over 5 months, but during the 
race you would have never known. I was 
shocked to see runners lending a hand and 
helping those who were struggling, either 
mentally or physically.
There were about ten wheelchair partic­
ipants who dreamed of completing this 
marathon, and with the help of many run­
ners, these participants were able to finish. 
What I saw at mile two blew me away. A 
struggling wheelchair participant was 
pushed up the hill by a middle-aged man 
who did so without being asked. Nowhere 
else in the country would you see this; run­
ners placed their own goals on the back 
burner to help a struggling competitor. 
Immediately after being pushed up the hill, 
spectators cheered louder than anything, 
but they were not cheering for the man 
who volunteered to push “Wheels.”
The cheering never stopped. Whether it 
was mile one or after you crossed the finish 
line, the crowd’s enthusiasm was contagious. 
As odd as it may seem, the spectators were 
not the biggest “cheerleaders.” That award 
went to the Marines. The water stations, food 
stations, and finish area were operated by 
enthusiastic Marines who were truly con­
cerned about your success. At each water sta­
tion the Marines would say “water sir?” and 
at the finish area Marines placed the medal 
around your neck and said “congratulations 
sir!” The Marines, dressed in their fatigues, 
are the sole reason that the race is so success­
ful—they take it seriously. You run past 
Arlington National Cemetery, The Pentagon, 
and the Marine Corps War Memorial, sites 
that have extremely significant historical and 
emotional value to the Marines.
When we arrived to The Pentagon at 
6:45a.m. it was around 46 degrees, but 
conditions quickly warmed up and at 
around mile sixteen the temperature was 
around 70 degrees. I didn’t struggle too 
much with the heat but I definitely was not 
used to running in such conditions. 
Overall I was pleased with how I ran; I was 
able to cut six minutes off last year’s time 
and finished in 3:52:48. I was on pace to 
finish in the mid 3:40’s but a tweaked quad 
at mile 22 slowed down my pace, but 
hey...it’s just a race. Just like last year, I 
went out a little too strong and my stamina 
began to diminish at the twenty-fourth 
mile. There is a lot of strategy that goes 
into running a marathon (hydration, pace, 
etc.) but at a certain point, adrenaline and 
excitement take over.
Although there were many instances dur­
ing the race that I asked myself, “Why are 
you doing this?” I plan on running a spring 
and fall marathon in ’09. It’s difficult to wrap 
your head around the fact that five months of 
training is over in less than four hours—I get 
back from class knowing that I don’t have to 
go out and run and it is a feeling I haven’t had 
since the beginning of May. In a weird way I 
already miss that feeling.
Coming to
Dinner:
Keno Davis
by Chris Torello ’ll
Sports Staff
McPhail’s provided a three course 
meal for Providence College students on 
Tuesday, Oct. 27. For an appetizer there 
was a salad with various choices of 
dressings. The entree was a delicious 
chicken parmesan complemented nicely 
with a pasta in light tomato sauce. 
Finally, for dessert, a delectable treat: 
new Men’s Basketball Coach Keno 
Davis stopped by to discuss his journey 
in coaching and the upcoming season 
for Friars basketball.
Coach Davis arrived in the student bar 
to a warm welcome of around one hundred 
people, most of whom were Providence 
College students. He stood onstage behind 
a podium and discussed his path to being 
the new men’s basketball coach here at 
Providence. He talked about being able to 
coach under great coaches like Bruce 
Pearl, men’s basketball coach at University 
of Tennessee, and his Father Dr. Tom 
Davis. Coach Davis gave insight to how he 
learned and built up his style of coaching 
while under other coaches, which helped 
him when taking over Drake University 
Men’s team last season.
The main focus for Coach Davis was on 
explaining the importance of instilling 
confidence in players and how confidence 
leads to effort and that effort leads to vic­
tories. He also made mention of how this 
season will help the program build for 
future seasons and knew the importance of 
getting fans in the seats down at the newly 
renovated Dunkin’ Donuts Center.
“This team has the talent and ability to 
raise a banner into the rafters,” said Davis.
This is similar to a comment made by a 
young up-and-coming coach by the name 
of Rick Pitino, who once talked about cut­
ting down nets. That prediction was fol­
lowed by a NCAA Final Four appearance.
After speaking, Davis fielded questions 
from the audience. The questions made 
this reporter feel like it was the Big East 
Media Day, which took place last week in 
New York City. The students and fans 
were not shy at all, asking a variety of 
questions ranging from recruiting tactics, 
to the offensive and defensive styles fans 
could expect to see while watching the 
Friars play.
Coach Davis didn’t shy away and was 
very direct in his answers and seemed to 
enjoy the chance to be around the very peo­
ple who will be wreaking havoc from the 
student section a me Dunk. He promised 
hard work for the duration of the season.
“I’m excited to have had this opportunity 
and I promise you that this team will be the 
hardest working team and will give a maxi­
mum effort all season long and will get bet­
ter every single time we take the floor.”
There was a great v 
lowing Coach Davis 
sense of satisfaction, w 
be the case after having
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Freshman Veharanta Scores Two as Friars Go 1-1
by Al Daniel ’ll 
Sports Staff
By the time the Providence College 
women’s hockey team ships up to 
Boston for a matinee bout with the BU 
Terriers this Saturday, the calendar 
Zamboni will have just razed October in 
favor of November. And, through eight 
games, the Friars have consumed nearly 
a quarter of their 34-game regular sea­
son schedule.
Etching that in his players’ minds, Friars 
Head Coach Bob Deraney has drained the 
last of his flexibility for incomplete game- 
to-game output, which was why he winced 
over both last Saturday’s fall-from-ahead, 
3-1 setback to Boston College and 
Sunday’s redressing 4-2 knockoff of 
Maine.
In the first half of the weekend, the 
Friars had snuck in an early 1-0 lead cour­
tesy of freshman Kate Bacon’s first colle­
giate strike on a shorthanded gush in the 
first period, but ultimately spilled every­
thing in the third. The visiting Eagles, bol­
stered largely by goaltender Molly Schaus’ 
25 saves in the first forty minutes (game 
total: 34 saves), perked up in the closing 
frame to spot three unanswered strikes.
The mortifying reality was so gripping 
that, tilting his attention to the drop-in 
from Maine, Deraney generalized his 
urgent approach to the bare, self-focused 
surface. Even with the conventionally 
paper Black Bears, coming in at 2-5 over­
all and notorious as always for deserting 
their workhorse goaltender Genevieve 
Turgeon, on tap, Deraney labeled the 
forthcoming opposition “a good team, like 
all the teams in Hockey East.”
Incidentally, PC also brandished a 2-5 
transcript prior to Sunday’s face-off, 
though they had held each final deficit to a
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Freshman Laura Veharanta has made a great impact on the Friars only a quarter 
of the way into her rookie season. She has six goals and one assist in eight games 
this season.
single goal, discounting empty netters.
With his general tactical assessment, 
Deraney bluntly continued, “You gotta 
come out and you gotta put them away. If 
you put them away, you have a good 
chance of winning. If you don’t, the same 
result (as the BC game) could happen.”
Two periods of play later, the Friars had 
buried the Black Bears with a somewhat 
substantial pile of ice chips, running up a 
disproportionate, football-like 31-8 shot 
differential and thrice scoring on Turgeon. 
Sophomore Alyse Ruff and freshman 
Laura Veharanta had each lobbed home a 
first period power play strike before 
Veharanta raked home her team-leading 
sixth goal of the season with 7:55 to spare 
in the middle frame.
Deraney was apt to commend the time­
ly, tone-setting power play proficiency, 
which had been conspicuously lacking in 
some of the Friars’ chin-clipping losses.
“If you score power play goals, you’re 
probably going to be successful,” he said. 
“And we have good personnel on our 
power play, and we’ve put in a couple of 
new things and I think the kids are starting 
to adapt pretty nicely.”
Then, albeit with a more drudgery gap, 
Providence was in virtually the same posi­
tion as it was the previous afternoon. And 
upon missing Erin Normore’s long range 
slapper 44 seconds into the closing frame, 
enhancing the score to 4-0, Turgeon final­
ly watched her praetorian guards thaw out 
their sticks, and the Friars flinch.
Granted, the Friars’ stick rack hardly 
let up in the third, thrusting 20 more shots 
at Turgeon for a day’s total of 51. But 
while Maine’s net fused, its scrappy 
offense discharged 14 stretch drive shots 
at Danielle Ciarletta, seduced PC into 
three unanswered penalties-in effect 
allotting them two 5-on-3 sequences-and 
cashed in via Ashley Norum with 6:45 
remaining and Jessica Bond with a hefty 
4:24 to work with.
But the whistle scale balanced back out 
with 2:37 remaining as dynamic senior 
forward Mari Pehkonen drew a tripping 
minor against Jordan Colliton while driv­
ing the puck to Turgeon’s porch. The 
revived Friars proceeded to lash out anoth­
er three power play shots while waiting out 
their redeeming, breathe-easy buzzer.
In the end, majority command got 
majority rule, allowing PC to rinse out the 
Eagles’ force-fed vinegar. Still, from 
Deraney’s account, they took an explicit 
lesson as a side dish to the two points.
“We wanted to come out and play a bet­
ter brand of hockey today, and we did,” the 
coach granted after the fact. “Again, 
though, things are going along great then 
we take an unintelligent penalty, and then 
another one, and we breathe life into them. 
So, we have to find a way to play a full 
sixty minutes instead of fifty, or as it was 
(against BC), forty.”
Men’s Soccer: Shuts out Marquette Soccer: First
continued from back page
goals in big games.”
Indeed, Marcin had the game winner in 
the Friars’ victory over Connecticut and 
has been a driving force behind the offense 
all season.
The key to holding the Golden Eagles 
scoreless was Murray’s play in goal, 
which registered his career-high ninth 
shutout of the season.
“To score two on the road and win was 
great,” said Coach Daley. “It was a profes­
sional performance.”
As Providence seeks ta extend its sea­
son as far as possible and earn some 
national attention when tournament selec­
tion time arrives, it will be crucial for the 
Friars to be as hungry for victory as pos- 
sible-the mindset which has thus far sus­
tained them.
“They played with a good mentality. They 
were extremely motivated, which puts us in a 
better position,” said Coach Daley of his 
team’s performance against Marquette.
Not only will Saturday’s contest at Glay 
Field be critical to the Friars’ postseason 
hopes, but it will also serve as Senior Day for 
three seniors who have been at the heart of the 
soccer program for four years: Maduro, 
Michael Narciso, and Kevin Neuman. Play is 
slated to begin at 1:00 p.m.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Junior goaltender Tim Murray has earned a career-high nine shutouts this season 
for the Friars. His most recent came at Marquette on Saturday, Oct. 25, which 
secured the Friars’ fourth Big East victory.
FH: Senior Day on Sat.
continued from back page
missing six games due to an injury, Lane 
has proven that she has returned healthy 
and ready for the remainder of the season.
Providence will conclude its regular­
season schedule against University of 
Massachusetts on Saturday, Nov. 1, at 1:00 
p.m. Before the game, the program will 
honor its four members of the senior class 
in a brief ceremony.
On Saturday, November 8 the Friars will 
embark on their quest for the title of Big 
East Champions. The Friars will begin 
their play in the Big East tournament on 
Saturday, Nov. 8 as the No. 4 seed. With 
one week remaining in regular season play, 
the Friars are awaiting final standings 
before their opponent in the tournament 
semifinals is announced. The home of the 
Big East Tournament will be at the 
University of Connecticut and the winner 
of the 2008 tournament will earn the con­
ference’s automatic berth to the NCAA 
Field Hockey Championship.
Big East Win
continued from back page
well. With hard work and dedication this 
spring I know we will be very successful. 
I believe the senior class has helped build 
this program to where it is now and where 
it will be in the future,” said Mancarella.
Indeed, with the 2008 campaign in the 
books, all eyes are on next year, where the 
Friars return all but six seniors, including 
sophomore phenom Jill Schott (Windham, 
N.H.), who tallied a career high 11 saves 
in the team’s last game of the season 
against Syracuse.
The Friars will look to build on their six 
key wins this season (highest since 2003), 
their team chemistry, and the 2009 recruit­
ing class to make a run at the Big East 
tournament next year. Although Sunday 
was an altogether fitting way to end such 
brilliant and dedicated careers, it was also 
the launching point for the 2009 
Providence College Women’s Soccer 
Team, a season which promises to be every 
bit as exciting and emotional as the last.
Spring Break
2009
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and 
Go Free.
Call for Group Discounts. 
Best Prices Guaranteed! 
Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, 
Acapulco, 
Bahamas, S. Padre, 
Florida.
For More Information or 
Reservations, contact: 
1-800-648-4849 or
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Swim Team Earns First
Win over American
by Alexis Smith ’12
Sports Staff
At 5:30 a.m. the Providence College 
Swim Team got on a bus en route to the 
airport. They headed to Washington, D.C., 
for a dual meet and a tri-meet.
The first meet was Friday evening, Oct. 
24, against American University, where 
the PC men won 209-102 and the 
American women won 192-99. The Friars 
returned to action on Saturday, Oct 25, to 
compete in a tri-meet with Georgetown 
and George Washington. Georgetown 
won both the men’s and women’s meets 
with scores of 210-82 and 216-81, and 
George Washington University who also 
defeated the Friar men 187-99 and the 
women 196-87.
Although the Friars didn’t win the sec­
ond meet, they pulled through with great 
times. Junior Mathew Card was the only 
Friar to win an event, the men’s 100-yard 
freestyle with a time of 48.71.
“I felt fast and very excited. The team 
has been moving fast and at a rapid pace, it 
is a good atmosphere,” said Card.
Two men and two women won a top 
three spot, and the divers kept the compe­
tition going with a first place win by soph­
omore Jimmy Cebulski in his first diving 
event at the tri-meet with a score of 
187.10. His best performance was at 
American where he earned first in both 
diving events with a 145.20 in his first and 
a 215.62 in his second.
In the meet against American, the PC 
men pulled through and earned a decisive 
victory. And while the Friars were happy 
to add to their W column, they are 
embracing the challenges that accompany 
a tough schedule.
“It was great to be rewarded with a win,” 
said Friars Head Coach John O’Neill."I am 
pleased at how the trip went.”
In order to prepare the team for upcom­
ing meets O’Neill scheduled the two meets 
on consecutive days so the team could get 
used to the fast-paced style of swimming 
without breaks.
“Coach John O’Neill will lead the team 
to glory,” said Card.
O’Neill has started a high intensity train­
ing regiment for the swimmers. With tough 
practices and concentrated weight lifting
Friars Hold Mal Brown 
Scrimmage
Providence College Athletics hosted 
the 2008 Fanfest on Saturday, Oct. 25 in 
the Mullaney Gymnasium. The Men’s 
Basketball Team participated in the 
annual Mal Brown Intra-Squad 
Scrimmage, which served as the final 
real-game environment preparation lead­
ing up to the Friars’ first exhibition game 
against Ottawa which will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 1 at 7:00 p.m., at the 
Dunkin’ Donuts Center.
Cross Country Dominates at 
Connecticut Invitational
The PC Cross Country Team competed 
at the Central Connecticut Invitational on 
Saturday, Oct. 25. The Friars dominated 
the competition thanks to a second place 
finish by the women’s team and a third 
place finish by the men. Senior Katherine 
Schock was the first Friar finisher, and 
captured fourth place. The remaining 
scorers for Providence were sophomores 
Katherine Leugers and Emma Perron , 
junior Arnie Schumacher, and sophomore 
Christina Conely.
The men’s team was led by junior 
Michael Anderson sophomore, Stephen 
the Friars will be ready for the Big East.
“We needed to push ourselves,” said Card 
about the meets. “I had a good night’s sleep 
the night before as well as a large meal to fuel 
the engine, and months of preparation.”
Card’s preparation was sufficient to earn 
winning performances in both meets.
Card wasn’t the only one to exceed 
expectations. Sophomore Courtney 
Larcom was the only PC woman to win 
second in the tri-meet. Larcom took sec­
ond place in the women’s 1000-yard 
freestyle with a time of 10:53.51. Though 
she held fourth place for the better part of 
the race, Larcom passed two swimmers 
and captured second after sprinting the 
final lap.
“I didn’t expect to move from fourth to 
second in that race,” Larcom said. “My 
preparation before the meet was the stan­
dard iPod in the ear, don’t talk to anyone, 
just listen to my hard core rap songs.”
Larcom also earned two firsts in the 
meet against American in the women’s 
1000-yard freestyle with a time of 
10:59.36, and the women’s 500-yard 
freestyle with a time of 5:00.38.
In the meet against American the men 
pulled it off with great swims by junior 
Mike Loftis, Card, and freshman John 
Evans. And in women’s diving, junior 
Ryann Dillon and freshman Mel Dubois 
won second and third in both diving events.
“I have a good feeling about this year,” 
said Larcom. “This is going to be a good 
season for us as a team. We just need to 
end this year with a bang.”
“We are going to keep the intensity up,” 
said Card. “I love the team, love the sport, 
love the pool.”
The next meet for the team will take 
place on Saturday, Nov. 1, in Fairfield, 
Conn., at 1:00 p.m. against Fairfield 
University. The Friars return home on 
Saturday, Nov. 15, to take on Bryant 
University at 1:00 p.m. in the Taylor 
Natatorium.
The Providence swimmers know that 
it lies within their potential to make this 
an awesome season, and that the key to 
their success depends on swimmers and 
fans alike getting “Friared up” and 
ready to win.
Hankinson, senior Ben Saviet, sopho­
more Nicholas Barao, and freshman 
Corey Brunelle. Three of the five Friar 
harriers finished in the top ten.
PC returns to action on Friday, Oct. 31, 
in the Big East Championships at Van 
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, N.Y.
Volleyball Has Up and Down 
Week
The Providence College Volleyball 
Team dropped a 3-0 decision to Hartford 
on Wednesday, Oct. 29. The Friars now 
stand at an even 13-13. Senior Sara 
Sheehan led Providence with 29 assists.
Seniors Elizabeth Quinn and Jeanette 
Toney and junior Abby Majewski each 
posted double digit kills in Providence’s 
3-1 defeat of Chicago State on Saturday, 
Oct. 25. Senior Kelly Krahenbuhl led the 
defense with 19 digs, and the stalwart 
defensive play held the Cougars to 16 
points or fewer in three of the four 
games. The Friars return to action on 
Friday, Oct. 31, at NJIT in Newark, NJ. 
Two games will follow on Saturday 
against Bryant and Howard.
— compiled by John Butler ’ll
Friar Men s Ice Hockey 
Providence vs. Massachusetts 
 Sat., Nov. 1st at 7:00 p.m.
Schneider Arena
Doors Open at 6:00 p.m.
Men s Basketball
Providence VS. Ottawa
Sat., Nov. 1st 
7:00 p.m. at The Dunk
DON'T MISS THE START OF A
NEW ERA IN FRIAR BASKETHALL!
Friar Skaters Bounce Back
in Victory over Crusaders
by Chris Mammen ’ll
Sports Staff
This week the Providence College 
Men’s Hockey Team continued to search 
for its groove as it hit the road for the first 
two road games of the season. The team 
dropped its Friday night game at UMass 
Lowell with a score of 4-1, but bounced 
back Saturday against Holy Cross and 
managed to hold on for a 6-4 victory, 
improving to 2-2 overall.
While this .500 start is nothing to snuff 
at, senior Pierce Norton expects the Friars 
to shake off some off-season cobwebs in 
the coming weeks.
“The problems we have right now are 
probably more mental,” he said. “We 
have guys falling asleep at times and 
people still looking to get back into the 
swing of things. Every game is impor­
tant and we just have to stay focused so 
that in a couple weeks we will be rolling 
on all cylinders.”
“We were inconsistent in certain areas. 
We didn’t play great in our losses, but we 
didn’t play poorly,” said Providence Head 
Coach Tim Army. “We out-shot both 
UMass and Northeastern, we weren’t giv­
ing up a lot of shots, but we made some 
mental mistakes and unforced errors and 
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Freshman Ian O’Connor was one of six Friars to score against Holy Cross on 
Saturday, Oct. 25. O’Connor also had an assist in the game.
those teams capitalized. But we made 
adjustments to the lineups for the Saturday 
games and we played consistently and 
used the speed our team has to our advan­
tage. We are still finding the right combi­
nations and we need to stop with undisci­
plined penalties.”
PC came out firing early against Holy 
Cross on Saturday, Oct. 25. The Friars took 
the lead at the 5:46 mark of the first period 
when junior co-captain John Cavanaugh 
slapped in a loose puck right in front of the 
net. Freshman Matt Bergland and sopho­
more Ian O’Connor recorded assists on the 
goal. Just over a minute later the Crusaders 
evened up the score at 1-1. With just seven 
seconds left in the period freshman Daniel 
New took advantage of the power play 
opportunity to rip a shot past Crusader 
goalie Adam Roy and score his first colle­
giate goal.
By the third period the Friars had man­
aged to get a 5-2 lead with goals from 
sophomores Austin Mayer, Paul Golden, 
and Kyle MacKinnon. The Crusaders 
clawed their way back into the game with 
two quick power-play goals before 
O’Connor scored with just a minute left 
and shut down any possible comeback. 
Freshman Justin Gates made 17 saves en 
route to his first career victory.
The River Hawks of UMass-Lowell 
were able to shut down the Friar offense 
and take advantage of a few Providence 
mistakes on Friday, Oct. 24. The River 
Hawks rolled to a 4-1 victory and handed 
the Friars their second Hockey East loss of 
the season. UMass was quick to jump out 
to a 1-0 lead, scoring just 6:06 into the first 
period. The Friars had several solid scor­
ing chances but River Hawks goalie Carter 
Hutton stonewalled them at every turn.
UMass managed to increase its lead to 
3-0 before senior Kyle Laughlin 
knocked in a rebound from sophomore 
Eric Baier’s wrist shot. The River 
Hawks added a late empty-net goal to 
seal the deal on a 4-1 win.
The Friars will need to rely on the speed 
of the new freshman class along with the 
experience of the returning players to con­
tinue on from a decent, if not altogether 
satisfactory start to the 2008-09 campaign.
“We have been giving up inopportune 
goals at inopportune times, we haven’t 
played that badly but we have made some 
mistakes,” said senior Nick Mazzolini. 
“On the positive side we have gotten very 
strong contributions from the younger 
guys and they have shown they can step up 
and play, so it won’t be long before we are 
back in the game and into our routines.”
The Friars will be back in action this 
weekend when they face-off in a pair of 
games against Hockey East rival UMass- 
Amherst. PC will travel to Amherst on 
Friday, Oct. 31, and host the Musketeers 
on Saturday, Nov. 1, in Schneider Arena at 
7:00 p.m.
October 30, 2008 Sports The Cowl 29
Indoor Track Team Ready to Make a Run at Big East, Nat’ls
by Chris Torello ’ll
Sports Staff
Editor's Note: Due to an editorial over­
sight, a preview for the Indoor Track Team 
was not included in the Oct. 9 Winter 
Sports Preview. Chris Torello ‘11 previews 
the team below.
As the cold weather begins to set in 
on the Providence College campus, the 
Men’s and Women’s Indoor Track 
Teams prepare to make their run at the 
Big East and National Championships. 
The teams will have a number of veter­
ans returning, as well as an established 
group of freshman joining the Friars for 
the 2008-2009 season.
On the men’s side, seniors Charles 
Dewey and Richard Yeates, along with 
junior Hayden McLaren, will look to spark 
their team during the 2008-09 campaign. 
They will be joined by sophomore David 
McCarthy, who ran for the cross country 
team as a freshman and will join the indoor 
team this season. McCarthy led the cross 
country tream with a sixth—place finish at 
the Pre-Nationals in Indiana back in the 
beginning of October. McCarthy will look 
to help bring the same results from the out­
doors to the indoors.
The Women will look to seniors Katie 
DiCamillo and Danette Doetzel as the season 
begins. Both DiCamillo and Doetzel quali­
fied for the indoor Nationals last season. The 
girls’ team finished ninth at last year’s 
National Championship tournament and is 
looking to build on that success this year. 
There will also be new faces as the women 
welcome in ten freshman to the team. Two of 
the freshmen come in after receiving High 
School All-American honors.
Friars Head Coach Ray Treacy, who is 
also at the helm of the Cross Country and 
Outdoor Track squads, enters into this sea­
son with high hopes. “This is my 26th sea­
son coaching at Providence College. I
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Sophomore David McCarthy will join the Indoor Track Team this season and will 
look to carry over the success he has had as a member of the cross-country team.
graduated from Providence in 1982 and for 
me to be doing this at my Alma Mater is a 
great feeling. This program has been con­
sistently good and has built up over the 
years into a recognizable program on a 
national level with our teams having fan­
tastic results and success.”
Treacy also talked about the leadership 
on both the men’s and women’s sides. “It 
is great to have the juniors and seniors who 
step up and lead the team and that is how it 
has always been. The freshmen come in 
and learn and develop and will eventually 
become those leaders when they become 
juniors and seniors. That is what makes the 
program great. Having the juniors and sen­
iors always being the ones to look to (and 
know that they are the top athletes of our 
program) is what adds to the consistency 
of our program and is what has helped 
build it up over the years,” he said.
“We have strong teams on both sides 
this year and have the nucleus of a brilliant 
track team, especially from 200 meters and 
up. The men’s side will look to be compet­
itive on the national level and qualifying 
the distance-medley team and hopefully 
bring along some men for individual 
events as well,” noted Treacy. “On the 
women’s side we have a great freshman 
class and will be able to add them in quick­
ly and see a lot of them qualify for the Big 
East and hopefully national tournament 
events as well.”
The men’s and women’s teams will 
compete mainly in Boston at the Reggie 
Lewis Center and Boston University. The 
teams will look to compete against some of 
the best athletes in the country throughout 
the season and will hope to challenge them 
during championship season.
“They are some of the finest tracks in 
the nation and it is nice to be so close to 
home, and it is so great to have our own 
indoor track facilities here on campus,” 
said Treacy. “We will look to challenge 
ourselves at invitationals throughout the 
season and build on individual successes 
for when the team aspect of the sport 
comes into play when we compete at the 
Big East, New England, and National 
Championships.”
LIVE BETTER in 
Apartments from 
WWW.PROVIDENCE- 
PLACES.COM:
Many 3-12 bed recently renovated 
apartments and full houses available.
Houses on Oakland, Pembroke, 
Eaton, Pinehurst, and Tyndall. 
Most have new Bathrooms, new 
Kitchens, shiny Hardwood floors, 
Parking and Laundry.
Many also have phone, cable, and 
high speed internet connections in 
every room. Check out pictures on 
our web site or call 
401-952-0966 for more details.
We found Providence so nice, 
we’re opening twice.
BSC
Pre-opening rates now available.
Visit us at 155 Westminster Street
401.278.4950 • MySportsClubs.com/Providence
boston 
sports clubs
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Where will the Men’s Basketball finish in the Big East this season, and how far 
will they advance in the Big East Championship?
A team returning eleven scholarship 
players, including all five starters, would 
normally be picked relatively high in any 
preseason conference poll. Unfortunately, 
the Providence Friars were picked to finish 
10th in the Big East because they don’t 
play in just any conference. The Big East is 
absolutely loaded, and experts potentially 
have nine teams—Providence not being 
one of them—in their Preseason Top 25. 
Teams picked ahead of Providence either 
have All-Conference players returning, 
five-star recruits coming in, or both. 
UConn has its core nucleus back and a top- 
ten recruiting class, Notre Dame returns 
Player of the Year Luke Harangody, and 
Louisville and Georgetown bring in blue- 
chip recruits Samardo Samuels and Greg 
Monroe, respectively.
The 18-game conference schedule does­
n’t help either because Providence has to 
play everyone at least once. Each game is 
going to be a slugfest, meaning winning 
the games you are supposed to and protect­
ing home-court is crucial. The good news: 
the Friars have favorable home-and-home 
series: Villanova, Rutgers, and Cincinnati. 
It is crucial to go at least 4-2 in those six 
games. If the team wins the tight games 
they’ve normally lost in the past, then fin­
ishing in the top eight isn’t out of the ques­
tion. But if the team incurs another late 
season collapse, then we are looking at an 
11th or 12th place finish.
Changes in the Big East Tournament won’t 
make capturing a championship any easy for 
a lower seeded team. All 16 teams will com­
pete in the tourney this year, as opposed to the 
past when only the top 12 did. This means 
that the ninth through 16th seeds would have 
to win five games in five days to win the con­
ference crown. If Providence is seeded ninth 
or lower, I can only see them winning one or 
two games at best. If seeded any higher, then 
there is a chance the Friars can make an 
improbable run to the semi-final or champi­
onship game.
- Chris Crawford '10
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we'll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
Coming off ten disappointing seasons 
under Head Coach Tim Welsh, the 
Providence College Men’s Basketball 
Team needs a successful season to save the 
face of a once reputable Big East program. 
The conference coaches’ poll released last 
week has PC finishing tenth out of 16 
teams. New Head Coach Keno Davis guid­
ed a Drake squad picked to finish at the 
bottom of the Missouri Valley Conference 
last year to a conference title and NCAA 
tournament appearance. Before jumping 
on the bandwagon, PC fans must remem­
ber, the MVC is not the Big East, and the 
rebuilding task Davis faces here is much 
more complex.
The Friars still play in a strong Big East 
and have a brutal 18 game conference 
schedule. Road games prove impossible to 
win and the schedule away from the Dunk 
is far from easy. Even with the return of 
now-healthy point guard Sharaud Curry, 
and a lineup with talent and experience, it 
is doubtful the Friars will fare better then 
9-9 in conference play. That leaves the 
Friars somewhere between the 7th and 
11th spots in the Big East pecking order.
This finish would call for Providence to 
make a run in the Big East Tournament. 
Luckily for PC, all 16 conference teams 
will be making the trip to New York this 
year. With the new format, a deep run 
would require a string of four or five con­
secutive wins in as many days. Factor in a 
sub-par non-conference schedule that will 
not prepare players adequately for confer­
ence play, and you shouldn’t anticipate 
much to change this year in Friartown. 
Look for PC to have slightly more success 
then last year, but expecting anything more 
than an outside shot at an NCAA berth 
would be egregious optimism.
- Anthony Valentino ’09
Here’s to Your Health: 
Tricks to Treat Yourself
HEALTH &
FITNESS
by Casey Reutemann ’09 
Sports Staff
While we college students may have 
long ago (I hope) uttered our last “trick-or- 
treat” in exchange for frightening amounts 
of sugar-laden candy bars, the spirit of 
Halloween remains
ingrained in all of us.
The Cinderella-esque 
opportunity to be whoever- 
whatever you please, stay 
out ridiculously late and emphatically jus­
tify incorporating chocolate into all three 
meals every October 31 is an appealing 
one to kids-at-heart of all ages.
As fun as Halloween festivities are, the 
fact remains that though costumes come 
off at the end of the night, you can’t sim­
ply unzip, step out of and forget those nos­
talgic journeys into your childhood via 
Charleston Chews and M&Ms.
The all-or-nothing mentality that 
Halloween fosters has been fixed in our 
minds since our earliest wide-eyed intro­
duction to this too-good-to-be-true holi­
day, when even the strictest parent con­
sents to otherwise forbidden mass candy 
consumption. However, just because it’s 
true that no amount of chocolate that you 
consume in the 24 hours of Halloween can 
wholly derail your healthy diet doesn’t 
mean that you should take the opportunity 
to go candy crazy.
The reality is that we are now adults 
(scary, I know) and we will someday in the 
future be responsible for shaping the 
minds of young people. With so many bet- 
ter-for-you alternatives and such an abun­
dance of knowledge on what it means to 
live healthy, now is a great time to begin 
developing a more wholesome attitude and 
vehicle of celebration for this Holiday.
Let it be known, treating yourself to 
your favorite indulgences is a highly 
advisable and necessary facet of maintain­
ing a happy lifestyle. Attempting to go 
cold-turkey/chocolate/gummy bear is not 
only unhealthy, it’s futile. Keeping that in 
mind, consider a few suggestions on how 
to get enjoyment out of not just 
Halloween, but your everyday life-without 
consuming a bounty of bonbons.
Visit www.TheCowl.com
You’ve heard it a million times, 
“Moderation is Key,” because it’s true. 
Just about anything can be squeezed into 
a healthy diet in moderation, even 
Snickers! The trick is to maintain por­
tion control when choosing your treats. 
Go for the fun-size candy bars or pre­
portioned 100-calorie packs of your 
childhood favorites instead of opting for 
full bars/bags.
Keeping portion control in mind, Set 
treats aside in advance. Instead of 
keeping a bag of candy stashed in the 
pantry, take a few treats out and set them 
aside in a separate container for when 
the sugar craving hits. The reassurance 
that it’s okay to indulge in something 
sweet will keep your mouth from water­
ing all day and ultimately prevents the 
“just-one-more-I-swear” downfall com­
monly associated with denying oneself 
of life’s little luxuries. Similarly, if you 
know that it’s inevitable that you’ll have 
more than a few treats on Halloween, 
that’s fine! Face your decadent demons, 
acknowledge your choices and do a few 
extra minutes of Cardio to compensate.
Not all treats are created equal, so be 
aware of your cravings and Seek alter­
natives. If you are dreaming about 
something sweet and salty, try a handful 
of chocolate and nut trail mix. This 
snack gives you with some extra protein, 
so you will be satisfying both body and 
sweet tooth. In the scheme of things, 
licorice, popcorn, gummy bears, and 
marshmallows are lower calorie candy 
choices, so opt for them when possible. 
Choose dark chocolate over milk choco­
late because it’s packed with flavonoids 
that help keep your heart healthy, and 
lower blood pressure and cholesterol.
Your body and mind often play tricks 
on you. If a candy craving creeps up, 
wait it out. Don’t succumb to it imme­
diately, especially if you have just eaten 
a meal and shouldn’t technically be hun­
gry. Try guzzling a bottle of water, 
which often helps fake out pangs of 
hunger. If you are still visualizing that 
treat after twenty minutes, then go for it!
Halloween comes but once a year. 
However, if you abandon the all or noth­
ing attitude that typifies this holiday and 
adopt healthy habits of indulgence, then 
you can treat yourself all year long!
Men’s Hoops: New Year, New Coach, New Dunk
by Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff
Late Night Madness has come and gone, 
practice has begun, and this Saturday the 
games begin... sort of. But for those wait­
ing since the season ended in March, this 
weekend’s exhibition
OPINION match up with Ottawa is 
better than nothing. 
Though it’s not the real 
thing, at this point almost 
anything will do.
It seems like an eternity since the Friars’ 
season ended on Madison Square Garden’s 
famous court all those months ago. There 
was a different coach, a different outlook. 
Fans entered the off-season with feelings 
of disappointment and uncertainty. Would 
Tim Welsh stay or go, who would replace 
him, and which players would come back?
Just days later, the first question was 
answered as AD Bob Driscoll made the deci­
sion to let Welsh go. Then came the wait. 
Friartown was on pins and needles as the 
coaching search dragged on into mid-April.
After two rejections and countless 
rumors, question two was answered as 
National Coach of the Year Keno Davis
was hired by PC.
Only one Friar, Dwain Williams, defect­
ed once Davis arrived. (Though when the 
Friars take the court this weekend, Ray 
Hall will also not be joining them). An 
unfortunate career-ending injury will keep 
him from doing so.
The summer months were busy for 
Davis and the Friars. As the coach spent
SARA SPIRITO ’11/TheCowl
Friars Head Coach Keno Davis spoke and answered questions at McPhail’s on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28. For The Cowl’s coverage of his talk, see page 26.
time gathering recruits for next season-a 
great job, so far, by the way-the players 
were left to their workouts. Each worked 
on different aspects of the game to be 
ready for this season and to adjust to a new 
style. There will be more running, press­
ing, and shooting for this team.
Then came the start of school, Late 
Night Madness, and on Saturday, the exhi­
bition season. This sure is going to be 
exciting. New year, new coach, new Dunk; 
how can it not be?
The Big East has half of its sixteen 
teams in the pre-season Top 25, four of 
which are in the Top 10. Another group of 
four outside the Top 25, PC being one of 
these teams, can realistically dream of the 
NCAA Tournament, a place the Friars 
haven’t been since 2004.
It’s not going to be easy, but it’s defi­
nitely going to be fun.
The conference returns most of its key 
players, and the Friars are no exception to 
this. A key addition this year will be the 
return of a healthy Sharaud Curry. This 
should open up the PC offense by allowing 
Geoff McDermott to relinquish the point 
guard duties given to him at the end of last 
season. This will allow him to play his natu­
ral forward position. This should also allow 
shooters Brian MacKenzie and Jeff Xavier to 
get more open looks. Curry’s ability to drive 
will not only open things up for shooters, but 
will allow for center Randall Hanke to get 
some touches. If Hanke can establish a pres­
ence early on, look for big things from him. 
Perhaps the most explosive player on the 
court, Weyinmi Efejuku, is also ready to 
improve under the new system.
Right now, they’re picked to finish tenth 
in this monster conference. That puts them 
right on the border of NCAA and NIT, 
which means something different to almost 
anyone you ask.
As I’ve said before, this team is very 
capable of surprising people and making a 
run. But it all has to start somewhere.
It begins this Saturday, even though it’s 
only an exhibition. Here, we’ll see this 
new system, in some form, at least, for the 
first time. If this is a traditional exhibition, 
there will be more rotation of players than 
a regular season game giving Davis a 
chance to see what groups work best 
together in each situation.
It’s time to get excited, Friartown. If the 
crowds at Madness and the recent dinner 
with Coach Davis in McPhail’s are any 
indication, then the buzz is there. Let’s 
move it from the campus to the Dunk, and 
start it this weekend.
Tune into WDOM 91.3 FM Tuesdays at 
4:00p.m. to hear Ryan Holt live. Email 
Ryan at rholt@providence.edu.
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Providence College’s 
Premier Off-Campus Properties
The Plated Homes of Emerald Isle Real Estate 
A Providence College Tradition
Now taking reservations for 2010-2011. Last chance to lock in 2008-2009 pricing 
Reservations for school year 2009-2010 are closed. Thanks for your continued trust.
Galway
133 Pinehurst Avenue
Edenderry
98-100 Eaton Street
Limerick
29 Huxley Avenue
Claremorris
98-96 Eaton Street
Castlebar
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue
Kilarney
93 Pinehurst Avenue
Tipperary
141-143 Pembroke Avenue
Tollamore
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue
Safe, clean, family neighborhoods 
A short walk from campus center 
Beautifully restored 1920s family homes 
Each house is uniquely charming with a 
distinct, personal feel
The off-campus center of student life
Off-campus living with character, priced 
competitively
Redundant security systems
Responsive, 24-hour service
Directly managed by the property owner with 
a proven history of serving the PC community
Stan Kizlinski
“My personal reputation at PC is your assurance of satisfaction.” 
Owner/Manager 24/7 • Cell Phone: 401-316-8457 • Email: skizlinski@cox.net 
Registered, Providence College Off-Campus Housing Office
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Season Ends on Winning Note for Soccer Seniors
by John Sessions ’12 
Sports Staff
The Providence College Women’s 
Soccer Team’s 2008 season came to an end 
this past Sunday with a hard-fought victo­
ry against a tough conference foe in 
Syracuse. Outscoring, out- 
WOMEN”S playing, and outhustling 
SOCCER the Orange to a 3-2 victory 
at Glay Field, the Friars fin­
ished their fall campaign with pride. With 
the win, Providence concludes its season 
with a 6-8-3 (1-7-3 Big East) record.
The victory could not come at a more fit­
ting time as Sunday was the team’s annual 
Senior Day, where six distinguished sen­
iors were honored for their accomplish­
ments, hard work, and dedication on and 
off the pitch. Having been eliminated 
from Big East tournament contention 
going into what would be their last game 
as Providence College Friars, seniors 
Kelly Determan, Christie Gent, Megan 
Mancarella, Victoria Neff, Kelly Pettersen, 
and Kimberly Pine were more than ready 
for what promised to be highly emotionall.
Prior to the start of the game, these sen­
iors were honored for their dedication to 
the Friar Women’s Soccer program. Head 
Coach Jim McGirr presented each senior 
and their families with flowers and a 
framed Friar jersey as a tribute, honoring 
their careers in black and white.
Fortunately, the excitement and anticipa­
tion prior to the match spilled over into the 
game as the Friars were able to strike first in 
the third minute of play off Pettersen’s foot
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Sophomore Lindsey Trubia scored her first collegiate goal on Sunday, Oct. 26 in 
Providence’s 3-1 victory over Syracuse. Trubia was one of three Friars that 
scored on the afternoon.
from 15 yards out. However, Syracuse 
would answer in the 13th minute as Megan 
Bellingham took a shot from 30 yards out 
which hit the top crossbar and bounced into 
the goal, evening the score at 1-1.
Bellingham would then give the Orange 
a quick second half lead in the 49th minute 
of play as she received a pass from team­
mate Kaitlin Robbins and took a shot from 
five yards out for her second goal of the 
game, giving the Orange the lead, 2-1. The 
Friars would tie the game in the 84th 
minute as junior Jill Cambum crossed the 
ball in front of Syracuse goalkeeper Eliza 
Bennett-Hattan where freshman Taylor 
Bartini was waiting and deflected the ball 
into the net for her first career Friar goal, 
tying the game at 2-2. Lindsey Trubia 
would then put the game away in exciting 
fashion in the 88th minute of play when 
senior Christie Gent sent a cross from the 
far comer of the pitch which Trubia head­
ed past Bennett-Hattan to give Providence 
the 3-2 victory.
The big win brought many memories to 
the graduating seniors, including senior 
captain Megan Mancarella, who, above all, 
cherishes her time at Providence more than 
anything else.
“[Looking back on my four years] I 
would treasure the camaraderie with these 
girls. We have all become a family and 
they are your best friends here at school, 
creating life-long friendships. Even 
though we have not had the outcomes we 
wished to have this year, I will always 
remember the big wins like when we beat 
Rutgers last year and our senior game beat­
ing Syracuse this year,” said Mancarella.
“I think soccer here has taught me a lot 
of responsibility and lifelong skills. The 
effort and dedication we put into this pro­
gram for four years taught me how hard I 
can push myself to succeed. As for next 
year, we have a lot of great players coming 
back and we have the potential to do very
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Providence Goes Friars Beat Georgetown, Ready for Tourney
1 -1 on the Week
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor
If ever it were crunch time 
for a team looking to secure a 
good seed heading into the Big 
East Tournament, that time is 
now for the 
MEN’S Providence 
SOCCER College Men’s 
Soccer Team. 
With a record of 7-6-3 (4-5-1 
Big East), the Friars stand in 
fourth place in the Big East 
Blue Division, following a 1-1 
week with a conference win 
over Marquette on Saturday, 
Oct. 25, and a loss to Ivy 
League powerhouse Harvard on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28.
A win on Saturday, Nov. 1, at 
home against Pittsburgh will 
ensure that the Friars host a 
game in the upcoming Big East 
Tournament, where home-field 
advantage is a critical factor in 
every game. Depending on how 
far the Friars advance in the 
Big East Tournament, 
Providence’s NCAA prospects 
will be deeply affected.
“To earn another home game 
would be awesome,” said Friars 
Head Coach Chaka Daley. “We 
need to get 10 or 11 wins to give 
ourselves a good opportunity to 
be looked at for consideration 
[for the NCAA tournament].”
And while Providence stands 
narrowly in front of Pittsburgh in 
the standings with one more win 
and one less tie, the Friars are 
taking nothing for granted and 
putting forth the full measure of 
their effort in every game as the 
season enters its twilight.
Save for Tuesday’s 3-1 loss to 
Harvard, Providence has shutout 
four of its last five opponents, 
thanks largely to the fine play of 
junior goaltender Tim Murray in 
net. Murray recorded four saves i 
against Harvard, but the Ivy 
League-leading Crimson were 
able to notch three goals, one of 
which was off of a penalty kick.
Coach Daley has been pleased 
with the play of the defense this 
season, especially as of late, 
given a number of injuries and 
high-caliber opponents.
“I think they’ve been pretty 
good, but a little shaky on the 
road,” said Daley. “It’s a real pos­
itive for Tim Murray and the back 
four [defenders] to get a shutout. 
It’s like scoring the winning goal.”
Goals against Harvard were 
hard to come by, but senior Ryan 
Maduro converted a penalty kick 
in the first period, earning his 
second goal of the season, and the 
49th point of his career at 
Providence. At this impressive 
mark, Maduro stands at eighth 
place on the all-time Providence 
points list.
Maduro was also instrumental 
in the Friars’ 2-0 victory over 
Marquette on the road. 
Providence enjoyed the benefit 
of a Marquette own goal in the 
first period, but Maduro ensured 
that there would be some insur­
ance later in the period by set­
ting up sophomore Matt Marcin 
in front of the goal. Marcin fired 
for his team-leading fourth goal 
of the season.
“[Marcin] has put himself at 
good spots in the box, and he has 
been hungry to score goals,” said 
Daley. “He has chipped in big
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by Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor
At the beginning of the season, 
the Providence College Field 
Hockey Team’s main goal was to 
capture the Big East crown, and 
with its victory 
FIELD against 
HOCKEY Georgetown this 
past weekend the 
Friars are one step 
closer to their goal. The win came 
on Saturday, Oct. 26, in College 
Park, Md., when Providence 
defeated Georgetown 6-2. With 
the win, the Friars clinch a spot in 
the 2008 Big East tournament for 
the third-consecutive season. The 
last time Providence earned bids 
to the Big East Field Hockey 
Tournament three years in a row 
dates back to the 1996, 1997, and 
1998 campaigns. Over the past 
two seasons the Friars have been 
successful, advancing to the 
championship game each time.
In Saturday’s game, the Hoyas 
got the ball in the back of the 
cage to take a 1-0 lead just 7:21 
into the game. Providence 
answered back with two goals in 
the final 3:59 to take a 2-1 lead 
into halftime. Junior Nellie 
Poulin was successful first, off a 
feed from sophomore Ashlyn 
Hudson at 31:01. Sophomore 
Julie Ruggieri added another goal 
for the Friars with an unassisted 
tally at 34:48.
In the second half, Providence 
went on a scoring barrage and 
never looked back. In a span of 
eight minutes and 20 seconds the 
Friars scored four unanswered 
goals. Hudson started the scoring 
attack at 51:55 with a goal which 
was assisted by junior Adrienne 
Marois. Poulin then netted back- 
to-back goals at 53:04 and 55:37 
to give Providence a 5-1 lead.
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
After scoring five goals for the Friars this past week, junior 
Nellie Poulin was named Big East Offensive Player of the Week 
for Field Hockey.
Her first goal was assisted by sen­
ior Jessica Lane and her second 
came via a feed from Marois. 
Lane added an insurance goal 
with a direct long shot during a 
penalty comer at 59:45. The goal 
was assisted by Marois and sen­
ior Megan Holden.
Georgetown tried to make a 
comeback, scoring a late goal at 
68:11, but it would not be 
enough to match Providence’s 
six goals. The score was 6-2 
when the final buzzer sounded. 
The Friars outshot the Hoyas, 
17-5. Providence also held a 9-1 
edge in penalty comers.
Poulin’s accomplishment in 
the game against Georgetown and 
throughout the 2008 season 
earned her the title of Big East 
Offensive Player of the Week on 
Monday, Oct. 27. This is the first 
time Poulin has been awarded this 
honor this season and the second 
time in her field hockey career.
This past week Poulin scored 
five goals, which moved her to 
ninth place all-time at 
Providence in career goals (34) 
and also in career points (78). 
Poulin has scored 20-or-more 
points in each of her three sea­
sons with the program.
In addition, Lane was selected 
to the Big East Weekly Honor 
Roll. Lane recorded two goals 
and two assists in Providence’s 
two victories last week. Despite
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